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Deuteronomy 6:6-7



And you must commit

yourselves wholeheartedly to

these commands that I am

giving you today. 

 

Repeat them again and again

to your children.



Talk about them

 

when you are at home and 

 

when you are on the road, 

 

when you are going to bed 

 

and when you are getting up.

Deuteronomy 6 :6-7



Welcome to Month 2 // Year 1 of

Heavenly Minded Homeschool!

Welcome to Month 2 of our Heavenly Minded Homeschool plans!

We're digging into God's word and really thinking through these

scriptures and what they mean to our lives.

 

Our focus is to create an environment that will grow a love for learning

in our children, create a solid foundation of the core skills (Reading,

Writing and Math) and help our children to grow in understanding of

scripture so that the story of the Lord's word can be known by them

and come alive in their minds and hearts!

 

The approach we take might be different then what you're all used to.

It probably looks a little more relaxed than most- but our focus in on

our children being in God's word each day, understanding how it

relates to their life, and giving them a rich environment to learn and

grow in. Finding their interests, their strengths, and building upon

those skills.

 

Much can be learned through play still, through self exploration, and

through real life scenarios as they work alongside you and other family

members with daily tasks and situations.

 

Every day we will have the following rhythm- adjust the routine to

serve your family in the best way and adjust as the year goes on and

your child grows.

Big Kids | Ages 8-12



Bible //  1 chapter Old Testament, 1 chapter New Testament, 1 chapter

Psalms/Proverbs

 

Reading and discussing the day's scripture passages will be followed by

various questions and prompts in the workbook here. Discuss these things,

refer to these scripture in daily situations.

 

Reading  //  Independent reading time is encouraged every day- if you do not

have a strong reader, you or an older sibling can read to your Big Kid, or they

can follow along with their book while listening to an audio recording of the

book.

 

Weekly we will work through a Family Read Aloud as well, but daily they need

to spend time working on their reading skills. We recommend you also read

whatever your Big Kid is so that you can discuss what's been happening after

each day's reading time.

 

Writing  //  Daily time will be allotted for our Big Kids to do "Free Write". The

timer gets set,  up to 10-15 minutes, and then your Big Kid will spend that time

writing. They can write whatever they want- words that pop into their head, a

letter, a story, copying scripture out of their Bible. The point is to just write,

take words in our mind and get them to the paper. Spelling doesn't matter,

capitalization, etc... nothing matters. Just write!

 

Most days we will work on copy writing and weekly we'll have other writing

projects that will build their writing skills. Look at Julie Bogart's Brave Writer
for more!

 

Math  //  We will continue to include our Big Kids on any real life situational

math so they can see the true usefulness of these facts. Daily they will

complete 10-15 minutes (on average) of online math drills to cover all the core

math facts. If you have a preferred math curriculum instead of practical

application math- feel free to supplement as needed. Weekly we will have

directed math focus with our Family Activities.

 

Family Activity  //  Each day will have a "theme" of family learning, providing

our children with an abundance of interests to see what grabs their attention

and allow the family to learn and grow together!



MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY  / /  Rev iew  Day

__________________________

B I B L E  / /  3  C H A P T E R S R E A D I N G  / /  1 5 - 2 0  M I N S

WEEK FIVE
S CR I P TURE  S PO T L I GH T :

 

W R I T I N G  / /  1 0  M I N S M A T H  D R I L L S  / /  1 0 - 1 5
M I N S

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

Genes i s ,  Psa lm  &  Matthew  17

Genes i s ,  Psa lm  &  Matthew  18

Genes is ,  Psa lm  &  Matthew  19

Genes i s ,  Psa lm  &  Matthew  20

Catch  up  / /  Psa lms  17 -20

Chapters  in  BOLD

denote  that  we

suggest  parents  pre -

read  that  se lect ion

before  f ami ly

ins t ruct ion .

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .49

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .65

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .75

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .84

Catch  Up  as  Needed



W E E K  F I V E  / /  F A M I L Y  F O C U S

M o n d a y T u e s d a y W e d n e s d a y

T h u r s d a y

N a t u r e  I n  A c t i o n :

N a t u r e  W a l k  &

M o s q u i t o  S t u d y

 

B i b l e :  H e a v e n  f o r

K i d s  p . 3 0 - 3 4 ,

c o m p l e t e  t h e  P D F ,

B i b l e  C u s t o m s  &

M a n n e r s

W r i t e r ' s  T e a  T i m e :

S h o w i n g

P o s s e s s i o n  &  S i l l y

S e n t e n c e s  

 

 

B a k i n g :  M i n i  A p p l e

P i e s

C r a f t i n g  I n  A c t i o n :

M i n i m a l i s t  H o m e

 

 

M a t h :  C o m p l e t e  t h e

m a t h  l e s s o n .

F r i d a y

W a t c h  &  L e a r n :

P i c k  f r o m  a

s u g g e s t e d  v i d e o  t o

w a t c h  t o g e t h e r  a n d

d i s c u s s .

 

H i s t o r y :  R e a d  t h e

I n t r o d u c t i o n

a n d ( i f  n e e d e d )  -

p a g e s  1 1 - 1 8

G a m i n g  I n  A c t i o n :

P l a y  g a m e s !  

 

C h i l d - L e d  I n t e r e s t :

E n c o u r a g e  a n d

h e l p  t o  f o l l o w

t h e i r  o w n

i n t e r e s t s !

NOTES

PRAYER
REQUESTS



D A Y  2 1  / /  W E E K  5
We read in Genesis 17 today where God changes Abram's name to

Abraham, Sarai's name to Sarah, and then has Abraham, and all the

men, circumcised as a sign of the covenant between the people and

the Lord. 

 

Abraham was just an ordinary man who came to believe that gods of

wood and stone were not gods at all. Abraham came to trust in the

true and living God.

 

One day God spoke to Abraham telling him to leave his homeland and

to go to a new land that God would show him. Abraham did not know

where to go, but he knew Who said go, and Abraham decided, “that’s

good enough for me.”

 

God told Abraham he would have a family too big to count, like the

stars of the sky or the sand on the seashore, but Abraham had no

children at all. Abraham didn’t know when he would have a family, but

he knew Who had promised it, and he decided, “that’s good enough

for me.”

 

Abraham was very old, 99 years old, too old to have children. His wife,

Sarah, was old too. But God once again told him he would have a son.

Abraham didn’t understand how, but he understood Who said it, and

so he decided, “that’s good enough for me.”

 

Every time, God kept His Word. Abraham learned that he didn’t have to

understand where, or when, or how, or why. All he needed to know was

Who! God is faithful and God’s promises are good enough! God has

made exceedingly great and precious promises to His children.

 

Sometimes we don’t understand the whens and wheres and whys
and hows of life. But if we understand the WHO of life, the God of Life,

we will be at peace without worry. Have you found the all sufficient

Word of God good enough for you?



Matthew 17 covers an event known as "the transfiguration" and there is

much to cover here. Let's read through these studies by Middletown

Bible Church to learn more:

Some Disturbing News
In Matthew chapter 16, the disciples

were told for the first time that Jesus

the Christ must die! Can you find the

verse in this chapter where Jesus

told them this alarming news? 

Verse _______

 

How did Peter respond to what

Jesus said about His coming death?

(Circle the correct answer.)

He said, "Lord, it will come to pass

just like You said it would." 

 

He said, "Lord, even though I don’t

understand what you mean by

this, I believe it with all my heart

because You said it, and I know

that whatever You say must come

to pass." 

 

He said, "Lord, this shall not

be." He was implying that the Lord

did not know what He was talking

about. 

 

He said, "Yes Lord. I know that the

Messiah must die because even

Isaiah the prophet said this would

happen in Isaiah chapter 53.

 

"Did Peter really believe that Jesus

was the Christ, the Son of God, the

great King who would someday rule

and reign over all the earth (see

Matthew 16:16)? __________ 

1.

1.

1.

1.

He and the other disciples were

convinced that Jesus was the great

King that all the prophets spoke of

and the One who would deliver the

Jewish people from their enemies

and bring peace to the entire world

(see Isaiah 9:6-7). But they did not

understand that before Christ could

come as  King, He must first come

as Savior. In order to be man’s Savior,

He must Die!

 

Other Jews had the same problem

the disciples had. In John 12:32-33,

the Lord told the people that He

would be lifted up to die. These Jews

knew that Christ the King (the

Messiah) must live and reign forever

and ever (read John 12:34; compare

Daniel 7:14,27). They thus faced what

seemed to be an impossible

problem:

 

How can a dead Messiah reign
forever and ever?

Abraham Lincoln was shot in 1865

and John Kennedy was shot to

death in 1963. Do you think these

two men will ever rule as President

again?    How can a dead President

rule? It seems totally impossible!

 

Read Matthew 16:21 again. If Jesus

had said, "I must rule and reign

forever and ever!"   Peter would have

cheered!   If Jesus had said, "I must 



conquer the Roman armies and set

up My kingdom over the entire

earth!"  Peter would have jumped for

joy! But when Jesus told the

disciples that He must die, what did

Peter say (Matthew 16:22)?

________________________________

Peter was greatly disturbed at the

thought of Christ’s death. He

probably thought to himself, "If the

King dies, then what is going to

happen to the Kingdom?  How can a

dead King rule over this earth?

 

Let’s try to answer this question for

ourselves. How can a dead Christ be

King over this entire earth? 

What is the answer to this question? 

(Notice the last seven words in

Matthew 16:21.)

 

The Mysterious Prediction
In Matthew 16:27-28 the Lord Jesus

made a mysterious prediction which

the disciples did not fully

understand. In these verses, what

great event did Jesus announce?

(Circle the correct answer.)

a. Jesus would be born in

Bethlehem.

b. Jesus would die on the cross.

c. Jesus would come out of the

tomb.

d. Jesus would come again as

King.

 

When Jesus came the first time, He

did not set up His kingdom; instead 

He went to the cross to die for sinful

men. This means that Jesus must

come to earth a second time so that

He can reign and rule as King.  Jesus

came the first time so that He could

make it possible for man’s heart to

be right. He will come the second

time to make it possible for man’s

world to be right. He came the first

time to be the  Savior; He’ll come

again to be earth's King. At His first

coming He was given a  CROSS; at

His second coming He will be given

a CROWN.

 

If the King dies, will there still be a
kingdom? 
The answer is YES! At a time when

the disciples were disturbed over the

announcement of His coming death,

Jesus did a wonderful thing. He took

three of His disciples and gave

them  a preview of the coming

kingdom.

 

Sometimes on television there is a

preview of what is coming the next

week, so that everyone can look

forward to it with anticipation. Jesus

wanted to give of His disciples a

preview of the kingdom.   This

preview was so wonderful that these

disciples never forgot what they saw!

In fact, Peter even mentions this

unforgettable experience in the

book of 2 Peter which Peter wrote

just before he died (see 2 Peter 1:16-

18). 



The Glorious Transformation
About a week after Jesus told His disciples that He must die, He took three

of His disciples with Him to a high mountain. Why did the Lord go to this

mountain (Luke 9:28)? ________________________________________________ 

What happened to Jesus at this time (Matthew 17:2)?

___________________________________________________________________

When did this transfiguration or transformation (change) take place?

1. What time of day did the Lord often pray (Luke 6:12; 21:37; 22:39-

40; Matthew 14:23)? ____________________________________________

2. While on the mountain, what activity did the disciples engage in (Luke

9:32)? ____________________________________________

3. When did they return from the mountain (Luke 9:37)?

 ____________________________________________

 

Therefore, when would you say the transfiguration of Christ took place? 

______________________________________________________________

 

The word "transfigured" (Matthew 17:2) is from a Greek

verb metamorphoō which is made up of two parts: 1) meta, which means

"change" and 2) morphe which means "form." Thus, it means "to be changed

into another form, to be transformed." Our English word "metamorphosis"

comes from this Greek word and is used to describe some of nature’s most

amazing, God-designed transformations, such as the changing of a

caterpillar to a beautiful butterfly or the changing of a tadpole to a frog!

 

In what ways was Christ transformed or changed?

1. His face shone as the __________ (Matthew 17:2). The sun shines so brightly

that a person cannot look directly at it without injuring his eyes!

2. His raiment (garment) was white as ____________ (Matthew 17:2). Have you

ever seen freshly fallen snow when the sun first comes out? The snow is so

bright you can hardly look at it!

3. His raiment was white and _____________________ (Luke 9:29). This word

means His garments were flashing with the brilliance of lightning.

4. His clothes became ___________________, exceeding white as snow, so as

no fuller on earth can white them (Mark 9:3). There is no launderer or bleach

on the face of the earth that can make garments this white and brilliant

(regardless of what the commercials and advertisements say).



The word "transfigured" or "transformed" is used four times in the New

Testament. Twice it is used of Christ, and twice it is used of that great inner

transformation which God brings about in the heart of the believer. 

Please MATCH:

1. _______  Matthew 17:2

2. _______  Mark 9:2 

3. _______  Romans 12:2 

4. _______  2 Corinthians 3:18

 

If you are really  saved, Who is  in you  (2 Cor. 13:5; Colossians 1:27; Galatians

2:20)? _________________________________________________

 

Is this Person being veiled, or do you allow Him to shine forth? How does the

world(with its way of talking, way of acting, habits, expressions, fads, styles,

amusements, etc.) try to squeeze us into its mold?  See Romans 12:2–"do not

conformed to this world."

A. Of Christ     

B. Of the believer

Furthermore, all this probably took

place at night. When are lights and

shining things most impressive--at

night or in the daytime?

________________________________

 

When the Lord Jesus walked upon

this earth, the glory of who He was

did not shine forth. His face did not

shine. His clothes were not different

from the clothes of other men.

There was no halo upon His head.

His appearance was similar to that

of any other Jewish man. It reminds

one of the tabernacle in the

wilderness.  The tabernacle from the

outside did not look very unusual or

very impressive (covered with 

animal skins, etc.), but on the inside

the tabernacle looked dazzling (with

articles of furniture covered with

shining gold)! The transfiguration

was one of those rare times when

the glory of the Son of God was

allowed to shine forth (compare

John 11:40-44; 18:4-6; 1 Cor. 2:8). At

the second coming of Christ, this

inner glory will be outwardly

displayed, even as it was on this

mountain: Jesus will come

with  power and

great  _______________ (Matthew

24:30; see also Matthew 16:27; 25:31;

Daniel  7:13-14). The three disciples

caught a glimpse of this glorious

event which would take place in the

future.



The Interesting Conversation
Who appeared on the mountain with Jesus (Matthew   17:3)? 

1)_______________ and  2)_______________

 

What did these two men talk to Jesus about (Luke 9:31)?

Circle the correct answer:

a. His second coming 

b. His birth in Bethlehem 

c. His decease (departure from this world by way of 

         His death on the cross).

d. His transfiguration.

 

Moses and Elijah knew that Jesus must die! They were looking ahead to this

great event when Jesus would die for their sins and for the sins of the

W_____________ W______________ (see 1 John 2:2). 

 

The Foolish Suggestion
Peter wanted to stay on the mountain and to even set up tents there (see his

suggestion in Luke 9:33)!   Did Peter know what he was talking about? (See

Luke 9:33 at the end of the verse.) __________________ 

Peter did what we often do. He spoke first and did his thinking afterward!

Certainly the Lord was not about to dwell for any length of time on a

mountain. He knew He must come down from the mountain and begin His

march to Calvary's cross (Luke 9:51). 

The Heavenly Voice
God the Father spoke from

heaven, and He said, "This is My

dearly loved Son who brings me

great joy. Listen to Him."

(Matthew 17:5) How well did Peter

hear the Lord? 

 

How well do we hear and obey
God’s Word today?
Our Lord’s kingdom will surely

come! Christ has already given a

preview! As we live between the

Lord’s two comings, may we hear

and heed (obey) all that the King

says to us in His Word!

“The Transfiguration” 

by Danish painter 

Carl Bloch (1834-1890)



N A T U R E  I N  A C T I O N  / /  B I B L E
During today's nature walk- try to find 3 things that you've never
noticed before. Trees, bugs, birds, mushrooms, flowers, or berries. Be on the

lookout for things that catch you off guard- maybe look under stuff instead

of just at what's on the surface. Really pay attention!

 

Now try to identify and learn about (at least) those 3 discoveries.

What did you find?

 

_________________________________________________________________

 

 2. _________________________________________________________________

 

 3. _________________________________________________________________

 

Complete the additional pages in the Nature Study booklet.

 

Today has been a busier day of scripture study- and then the additional

Bible focus work to be done-- feel free to split up over the week as needed! 

 

There is a fantastic resource on Randy Alcorn's website, Eternal Perspective

Ministries, working through Heaven for Kids. Print out the PDF (visit our

website, MinimalistHomeschool.com/blog to get that) and then complete

the corresponding pages as we read.

 

Read Heaven for Kids from page 30 (Store Up Treasure) until page 34 and

complete the pages in the workbook. Discuss as a family, look at scripture,

and utilize GotQuestions.org when needed!

 

We'll be studying through Bible customs and manners over the next

couple months- looking at Biblical times and understanding differences

from the world we're used to today! 

 

If today is too busy and overwhelming- feel free to break up or even enjoy on

Friday if that fits better! 

1.















Some of the things we read in the Bible

seem very unusual and strange. In

many ways, the people that we read

about in the Bible seem very different--

they live differently, they act differently

and they do things in different ways.

Why is this so?

 

As we read the Bible, many things are

mentioned that we are not very familiar

with: pottery, camels, chariots, cubits,

the washing of feet, Baal, olive trees,

publicans, Pharisees, the Passover and

the Tabernacle. These things seem

strange to us. We have heard of

Republicans, but what are publicans?

We know all about Christmas, but what

is the Passover? We know what a

church building is like, but what is a

Tabernacle? We know what inches and

feet are, but what are cubits? We know

many things about God, but who is

Baal? We see maple trees and oak trees

all the time, but what do olive trees and

cedar trees look like? We know what it

is like to brush our teeth, but has

anyone ever washed our feet after we

have entered their home? We see dogs

and cats almost every day, but how

often do we see camels or hedgehogs

or leviathans? We use dishes at every

meal, but what is pottery? We have

seen pictures of army tanks, but what

do chariots look like and what were

they used for? We have heard of

Catholics and Protestants and people

who call themselves "priests," but what

are Pharisees?

 

Suppose a young girl from China were

to come to live with your family for one

year. Do you think there would be some

things that she would do differently? 

B I B L E  C U S T O M S  &  M A N N E R S
How do you think she would eat her

food? Would she dress differently?

Would she talk differently? Even if she

knew English, do you think she would

have a different accent?

 

What if you were able to spend a year

with a missionary in a jungle tribe of

Africa or a jungle tribe of Brazil. Would

these people act differently in some

ways? Would they eat the same kinds of

food you eat? Would they travel in the

same way that you traveled where you

were back home (car, bus, bicycle,

rollerblades)? Would they talk

differently? If you were to spend a year

in England, France, Germany or Spain,

do you think you would notice many

unusual customs and things that seem

very different to you?

 

Can you imagine what life would be

like without cars, airplanes, tractors,

television, radio, newspapers,

computers, telephones, cell phones,

refrigerators, toasters, soft drinks (soda),

hamburger restaurants, elevators,

wristwatches, disposable diapers, baby

bottles, electronic games, flush toilets

and washing machines? How well

would you be able to get along without

these things? In the Bible we read

about men and women and boys and

girls who had none of these things, and

yet they had to communicate, travel,

tell time, eat, wash and raise their

children just as we do today! They did

all these things without any of the

modern conveniences which we

depend upon each day. When Paul

sent a letter to the Philippians, it did

not go by AIRMAIL! It had to go by land

or by sea, carried not by a postal

worker, but usually by a trusted friend.



Two Great Gaps
 

A gap between two mountains is that

great space which separates the two

mountains. There is a great gap or

separation between the people who

lived in Bible times and the people who

live today. First of all there is a

great  TIME GAP. The people we read

about in the Bible lived thousands of

years ago. 

 

For example:

Abraham lived about 4000 years ago.

Moses lived about 3500 years ago.

David lived about 3000 years ago.

Peter and Paul lived about 2000 years

ago.

 

Time makes a big difference. Suppose

you were to enter a time machine and

go back a few hundred years to the

time when our country was first being

settled. Do you think you would notice

some differences in the way people

lived back then and did things? We

should not be surprised to find

differences and unusual customs in the

Bible, because the Bible describes

people who lived THOUSANDS of years

ago.

 

There is also a  DISTANCE GAP. The

people that we read about on the

pages of the Bible did not live in North

America. They did not live in the woods

of Connecticut and they did not sail in

the Atlantic Ocean. The people

described in the Bible lived in the

MIDDLE EAST, around the

Mediterranean Sea. The land of the

Bible is thousands of miles away from

North America where we live.

Even today, if you could visit the Middle

East, you would be able to see some

people living in much the same way

that the people lived in Bible times.

You would still be able to see

shepherds watching their flocks and

nomads wandering about the desert

with their tents. There are some

modern cities in Israel and in the other

countries of the Middle East, but there

are many people who are still living in

much the same way that their

ancestors did thousands of years ago.

 

TIME GAP -->Separated by years
The people described in the Bible lived

thousands of years ago.

 

DISTANCE GAP --> Separated by
miles

The people described in the Bible lived

thousands of miles away from North

America on the other side of the world.

 

This is why the people we read about in

the Bible lived differently, acted

differently and did many things

differently than we do today. 

 

 

Not Everything Is Different
 

Think again about that girl from China

who might live with your family for one

year. Even though she would be

different in many ways, there would

also be many similarities. She is a

person just like you are. She knows how

to laugh and cry just like you do. She

has different feelings just like you do

(she can feel sad, mad, glad, etc.).

 

There are other similarities as well. Even 



though her eyes might be shaped a

little differently than the eyes of

American girls, she has the same kind

of body everyone else has (complete

with brains, heart, liver, lungs, skin, hair

and everything else that is needed). She

has the same red blood flowing

through her body. The same God that

made you is the same God that made

her. She also has a sinful heart just like

we all do (Jeremiah 17:9), and at times

she does the same king of wrong things

that we do: she worries, she becomes

afraid, she gets angry, she becomes

jealous, and so forth. The same Christ
who died for you is the same Christ
who also died for her.
 

Think again of a man living in the

jungles of Africa or Brazil. Even though

this man is different from us in many

ways, can you think of some

similarities? Can you think of some

things that are true of ALL PEOPLE,

regardless of race or culture or country?

 

 

One Example of an 

Unusual Custom
 

Suppose you were watching a football

game--the most important game of the

season. Your team  must  win. The

championship depends on it. In the

final seconds of the last quarter the

situation looks quite favorable. Your

team is ahead by three points; they

have possession of the ball and the

game is nearly over. Victory seems to be

guaranteed! Suddenly, however, and

quite unpredictably, your team’s

quarterback fumbles the ball, it is 

picked up by a player on the other

team, he runs 80 yards for a

touchdown and all is lost!   WHAT

WOULD YOU DO IN A SITUATION LIKE

THIS? Well,  if you were living in Bible

times you would probably TEAR YOUR
CLOTHES!!!

 

When a person would TEAR his clothes

(or REND his clothes) this was

an  outward sign  that something

terrible had happened--some disaster

or some calamity had taken place. It

was also a sign of deep sorrow and

mourning over someone who had died.

Sometimes a person would do this

when he was very sad and angry

because of sin. As they would tear their

clothes, they would not usually tear the

entire garment into shreds, but they

would tear a slit or a series of slits in the

bottom of the item of clothing. Is this

something that you do when

something terrible happens?

 

See 2 Samuel 1:11 which tells us what

David did when he learned that King

Saul was dead (the word "rent" means

"tore"). What did David do?

 

Even though Saul had wickedly tried to

kill David on several occasions, was

David happy that Saul was dead or did

he think that this was a terrible thing

that had happened? 

 

What did Reuben do when he found

that Joseph was missing from the pit

(Genesis 37:29)? 

 

Did he think that this was a terrible

thing that had happened? 

 

 



Read 1 Samuel 4:10-17. If you were living

in Bible times and you saw a man

running in your direction with his

clothes torn, would he be bringing

good news or bad news? 

 

In Acts 14:11-14, the people of Lystra

thought that Paul and Barnabas were

gods, and they were about to worship

them and offer sacrifices to them. Were

Paul and Barnabas happy about this

(verse 14)? 

 

Did they say, "We feel quite honored

that these people should think so

highly of us!"? No, they thought this was

terrible! They knew that they were mere

men (mere creatures) and they knew

that creature-worship was a great sin!

 

In Ezra chapter 9 Ezra learned that the

children of Israel had sinned against

the Lord by marrying the heathen

people of the land (verses 1-2). When

Ezra heard about this great sin, was he

concerned (Ezra 9:3)? 

 

What did he do to show how grieved

he really was (Ezra 9:3)? 

 

 [Keep in mind that in Bible times
clothes were more valuable to people
because they had fewer clothes, and
they had to be handmade.]
 

Even though we do not tear our clothes

today, we need to learn a lesson from

this. How concerned are we about
sin? Do we really believe that sin is

a terrible thing?

 

Is it a terrible thing when people tell

dirty jokes or dirty stories? Is it a terrible 

thing when people swear or use the

Lord’s Name in the wrong way? Is it a

terrible thing when a student cheats on

a test and gets the right answers in the

wrong way? Is it a terrible thing when

someone takes something that does

not really belong to him?

 

Does sin make me sad? Does it bother

me when I see people doing what is

wrong? Most of all, does it bother me

when I see myself doing wrong? When

there is sin in my own life, do I feel

terrible about it, and am I really sorry

about it? Am I concerned when I do

things that harm and hurt others? Am I

concerned when I do things that hurt

God and make Him sad? Remember,

when a believer sins, who is grieved

(Ephesians 4:30)? 

 

I might not tear my clothes like people

once did in Bible times, but there is

something that still should be torn. In

Joel 2:13 we read these words: 

 

'Don’t tear your clothing in your grief,

but tear your hearts instead.” Return to

the Lord your God, for he is merciful

and compassionate, slow to get angry

and filled with unfailing love. He is

eager to relent and not punish.'

 

When there is sin in my own life, do I

have a TORN HEART about it?

Sometimes we are not as concerned

about sin and wrong as we should be,

but there is SOMEONE who

is  very concerned about sin. The living

God is very concerned about sin. How

do we know this? Did God do

something to prove that He is very

much concerned about sin and that He 



hates sin and that He wants to save men from sin? What did He do (see 1 Timothy

1:15 and 1 John 4:9-10)?

 

After Peter sinned against Christ by denying Him three times, did he have a

"TORN HEART" (Luke 22:61-62)? 

 

After David sinned greatly against God, did he have a "TORN HEART" (see Psalm 51

which David wrote after he sinned a great sin)? 

 

Most people in the world today are not very concerned about sin. We know this

because if they really were concerned about sin, then they would do something

about it. Day after day they go on in their sinful ways, and it seems that they have

no desire to change. They are not sorry about their sin and they do not really care

that Christ went to the cross because of their sin. Sometimes they even seem

proud of their sin and they parade their sin (see Isaiah 3:9) and do not hide it!

 

We cannot make others be concerned about their sins. We can pray that God will

do a work in their hearts. Most of all, we should be concerned about the sins in

our own life. "If others want to stay dirty that is their business, but I hate dirt, and

I’m concerned about the dirt on me and I’m going to get clean!"  This should be

our attitude when it comes to the filth of sin.

 

For the unsaved person, the way to get clean is found in Acts 10:43; for the saved

person the way is found in 1 John 1:9.   See our study called  Two Aspects of

Forgiveness  which describes the kind of forgiveness that the unsaved person

needs (for salvation) and the kind of forgiveness that the saved person needs (for

the restoration of fellowship).

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Discuss these things as a family, search scripture, and ask God

to guide you day by day as you grow in HIS knowledge and

live your life not of this world, but as citizens of Heaven! 
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In Genesis 18 we read about The Lord appearing to Abraham. He joins

Abraham and Sarah, along with his accompanying 'men', and they share in a

meal. If the LORD is appearing to Abraham, as a man, here on Earth... who is

this?!

 

Jesus! This is Jesus- did you realize Jesus is in the Old Testament? We saw

where He was spoken of during the creation account- but Jesus is all over

these books BEFORE his birth in the gospels. And the two 'men' are angels-

we'll see more about them in the coming chapters.

 

We see Abraham having a conversation with the LORD regarding saving his

nephew Lot and the coming destruction of Sodom & Gomorrah. Abraham is

interceding on behalf of his nephew and his family. Look up the definition

for INTERCEDE.

 

So, what is an intercessory prayer?  Intercede means to step in and do

something for someone- when have you interceded for someone?

Quite simply, intercessory prayer is the

act of praying on behalf of others. The

role of mediator in prayer was prevalent

in the Old Testament, in the cases of

Abraham, Moses, David, Samuel,

Hezekiah, Elijah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, and

Daniel. Christ is pictured in the New

Testament as the ultimate intercessor,

and because of this, all Christian prayer

becomes intercession since it is offered

to God through and by Christ. Jesus

closed the gap between us and God

when He died on the cross. Because of

Jesus’ mediation, we can now intercede

in prayer on behalf of other Christians or

for the lost, asking God to grant their

requests according to His will. “For there

is one God and one mediator between

God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (1

Timothy 2:5). “Who is he that

condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—

more than that, who was raised to life—

is at the right hand of God and is also

interceding for us” (Romans 8:34).

 

True intercessory prayer seeks God’s

glory, not our own. The following is only

a partial list of those for whom we are

to offer intercessory prayers: 

all in authority (1 Timothy 2:2); 

ministers (Philippians 1:19); 

Jerusalem (Psalm 122:6); 

friends (Job 42:8); 

fellow countrymen (Romans 10:1); 

the sick (James 5:14); 

enemies (Jeremiah 29:7); 

those who persecute us (Matthew

5:44); 

those who forsake us (2 Timothy 4:16); 

and all men (1 Timothy 2:1).

 

There is an erroneous idea in

contemporary Christianity that those 



Read through Psalm 18 and note at least 2 verses that stand out to you. 

Copy write them in your daily dictation tab/notebook.

 

The more we learn, and truly understand God's word- are you starting to

notice all the little details that are pointing our eyes forward? Everything is

about Jesus- and everything in our lives NOW should be pointing us

TOWARD Jesus-- and all the things to come with Him!

who offer up intercessory prayers are a

special class of “super-Christians,” called

by God to a specific ministry of

intercession. The Bible is clear

that  all  Christians are called to be

intercessors. All Christians have the

Holy Spirit in their hearts and, just as He

intercedes for us in accordance with

God’s will (Romans 8:26-27), we are to

intercede for one another. This is not a

privilege limited to an exclusive

Christian elite; this is the command to

all. In fact, not to intercede for others is

sin. “As for me, far be it from me that I

should sin against the LORD by failing

to pray for you” (1 Samuel

12:23).  Certainly Peter and Paul, when

asking others to intercede for them, did

not limit their request to those with a

special calling to intercession. “So Peter

was kept in prison, but the church was

earnestly praying to God for him” (Acts

12:5). Notice it was the whole church

that prayed for him, not just those with

a gift of intercession. In Ephesians 6:16-

18, Paul exhorts the Ephesian believers—

all of them—on the fundamentals of the

Christian life, which includes

intercession “on all occasions with all

kinds of prayers and requests.”

Clearly, intercessory prayer is part of the

Christian life for all believers.

 

Further, Paul sought prayer on his

behalf from all the Roman believers

in  Romans 15:30. He also urged the

Colossians to intercede for him

in  Colossians 4:2-3. Nowhere in any

biblical request for intercession is there

any indication that only a certain group

of people could intercede. On the

contrary, those who seek others to

intercede for them can use all the help

they can get! The idea that intercession

is the privilege and calling of only some

Christians is without biblical basis.

Worse, it is a destructive idea that often

leads to pride and a sense of superiority.

 

God calls all Christians to be

intercessors. It is God’s desire that every

believer be active in intercessory prayer. 

 

What a wonderful and exalted

privilege we have in being able to

come boldly before the throne of

Almighty God with our prayers

and requests!



To Enter the Kingdom a Person Must be Like a Little Child
 

Not everyone can enter God’s kingdom. Some will be excluded. There are

certain spiritual requirements that must be met, even as we have already

seen in the Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 5:20 and 7:21).

 

One such requirement is found in Matthew 18:3--'Then he said, “I tell you the

truth, unless you turn from your sins and become like little children, you will

never get into the Kingdom of Heaven. '

 

In verse 4 we see that the Lord was speaking especially of the need to be

humble. There are people who are "too big" to enter the kingdom. They think

too highly of themselves. Being saved is a very humbling experience and

those who do not humble themselves can never be saved (see Luke 18:14). I

need to see God’s bigness and God’s greatness and I need to see my own

littleness, smallness, insignificance and unimportance. God wants us to

come to Him with simple childlike faith: "nothing in my hands I bring, simply

to Thy cross I cling." We need to be small so we can know the greatness of

God.

 

 

Matthew 18:6. This verse is a proof text for hell. What could be worse than

having a huge weight tied around your neck and then being thrown into the

ocean to drown? But Jesus said it would be better for that man! This implies

a punishment that is worse than an agonizing physical death (see verse 8).

 

 

Matthew 18:35. This verse is basically teaching forgiveness based on law and

 

penalties: if you do not

forgive your brother, then

you will be punished.

Ephesians 4:32 is

teaching forgiveness

based on grace. Since

God has graciously

forgiven you, in the same

way you are to forgive

others.



WRITER'S TEA TIME // BAKING
We will be working through The Elements of Style by William Strunk to

strengthen our writing skills. We will also work to improve and expand our

vocabulary as we tackle this Writer's Tea Time activities!

 

Today's Lesson:

1. Form the possessive singular of nouns by adding 's.

 

Follow this rule whatever the final consonant. Thus write,

Charles's friend     Burns's poems     the witch's malice

 

This is the usage of the United States Government Printing Office and of the

Oxford University Press.

 

Exceptions are the possessive of ancient proper names in  -es  and  -is, the

possessive Jesus', and such forms as  for conscience' sake,  for righteousness'

sake. But such forms as 

Achilles' heel,      Moses' laws,      Isis' temple 

are commonly replaced by

the heel of Achilles     the laws of Moses     the temple of Isis

 

The pronominal possessives  hers,  its,  theirs,  yours, and  oneself  have no

apostrophe.

Go through the following- go around the table and help each child

determine where the apostrophe should be. Then have the

family dictate to you a silly sentence of a ridiculous matter in which the

character has found themselves. At the end, read them out loud as one

cohesive story-- have fun! The story should probably not make any

sense, but proper apostraphe placement can still be fun! 

 

the girls shoe     Dads old sweater     Travis moldy grapefruit

the chickens coop     Moms fancy record player



Miniature Apple Pies
INGREDIENTS

2 pie crusts homemade or

store-bought

2 and 1/2 cups (315 grams)

chopped apples (any type)

1/4 cup (50 grams)

granulated sugar

2 tablespoons (15 grams)

all-purpose flour

1 teaspoon ground

cinnamon

1 teaspoon pure vanilla

extract

1/8 teaspoon ground

nutmeg

INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat oven to 425°F.

 

Roll the pie crusts out to 1/8" thickness on a

lightly floured surface. 

 

Using a 3.5-inch cookie cutter (or a cup) cut

out 12 circles from the pie crusts. Re-roll any

scrap pieces of pie dough as needed to cut

out the circles.

 

Place each circle of pie crust in each cavity

of a standard 12-count muffin pan. Gently 

press the dough down and around the sides, making sure the dough

fits snuggly in each cavity of the muffin pan. Transfer the muffin pan

and any leftover pie crust dough to the refrigerator while you make the

filling.

 

In a large mixing bowl, mix together the chopped apples, sugar, flour,

ground cinnamon, vanilla extract, and ground nutmeg until fully

combined. Remove the muffin pan from the refrigerator and evenly

distribute the apple pie filling between all of the cavities in the muffin

pan (about 2-3 tablespoons per mini pie).

 

Remove the extra pie dough from the refrigerator, cut out your designs

for the tops of the pies, and place them on top.

 

Bake at 425°F for 20-25 minutes or until the pie crust is lightly golden

brown and the filling is bubbly. Remove from the oven and set aside to

cool for 10-15 minutes. Carefully remove the mini pies from the pan and

transfer to a wire rack to finish cooling. 

 

NOTES:Store any leftover mini apple pies in the refrigerator for up to 4
days. Reheat in the microwave before serving.
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NOTE FOR PARENTS: Pre-read Chapter 19. Discuss and handle as you feel comfortable.

Our family chooses to read everything and explain/answer as needed without

necessarily drawing attention to all topics. But do what is best for you. GotQuestions.Org

has more if you want to research the topic.

We read  the account of the destruction for Sodom and Gomorrah in today's

Old Testament chapter. God promised Noah that he would never again

destroy the world with a flood, but then we see here that judgement is

coming in the form of fire. Let's learn more about the reasoning and

understanding of this from GQ:

The biblical account of Sodom and

Gomorrah is recorded in Genesis

chapters 18-19. Genesis chapter 18

records the Lord and two angels

coming to speak with Abraham. The

Lord informed Abraham that "the

outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah is

so great and their sin so grievous"

(Genesis 18:20). Verses 22-33 record

Abraham pleading with the Lord to

have mercy on Sodom and Gomorrah

because Abraham's nephew,  Lot, and

his family lived in Sodom.

 

Genesis chapter 19 records the two

angels, disguised as human men,

visiting Sodom and Gomorrah. Lot met

the angels in the city square and urged

them to stay at his house. The angels

agreed. The Bible then informs us,

"Before they had gone to bed, all the

men from every part of the city of

Sodom — both young and old —

surrounded the house. They called to

Lot, 'Where are the men who came to

you tonight? Bring them out to us so

that we can have relations with them'"

(Genesis 19:4–5). The angels then 

proceed to blind all the men of Sodom

and Gomorrah and urge Lot and his

family to flee from the cities to escape

the wrath that God was about to

deliver. Lot and his family flee the city,

and then "the LORD rained down

burning sulfur on Sodom and

Gomorrah — from the LORD out of the

heavens. Thus he overthrew those cities

and the entire plain, including all those

living in the cities..." (Genesis 19:24).

 

In light of the passage, the most

common response to the question

"What was the sin of Sodom and

Gomorrah?" is that it was 

homosexuality. But not just the

homosexuality but also other equally

grievous sins. 

 

Ezekiel 16:49-50 declares, "Now this was

the sin of your sister Sodom: She and

her daughters were arrogant, overfed
and unconcerned; they did not help
the poor and needy. They were

haughty and did detestable things
before me...".



Copy write Psalm 19; see if you can do the whole Psalm! Really look at each

verse- it's a wonderful Psalm and one that would be good to really read and

pray through. John MacArthur has taught on this with Grace To You, songs

have been written, etc... Look up more if you feel so led to.

To Enter the Kingdom a Person Must Trust 

the Savior Alone For Salvation

 

The Rich Young Ruler (Matthew 19:16-26)
Introduction
In this familiar passage we are introduced to a self-righteous man who thought

that he had kept the commandments (Matthew 19:20), but knew that he did not

have eternal life (verse 16). He knew that he lacked something very important in

his life (verse 20). The Lord Jesus dealt with him in a very skillful way, showing

him his great sin and unbelief. This passage gives a wonderful illustration of what

the law can do and what the law cannot do.

 

This man was not ready for salvation. His first need was to see himself as a guilty,

condemned, lost sinner. As someone has said, "Before you get saved, you need

to get lost!" The Lord Jesus accomplished this by using the law, "for by the law

is the knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20).

 

This passage is often misunderstood by "Lordship salvation" teachers, and they

use it in trying to show that the requirement for salvation is much more than

simple faith in Jesus Christ. They say that salvation requires fulfilling the demands

of discipleship, giving up one's possessions, giving money to the poor, forsaking

all to follow Christ, etc. We will deal with these issues in this study.

 

This passage about the rich young ruler is also found in Mark 10:17-27 and Luke

18:18-27. Our main focus will be upon Matthew's account, but we will refer to

Mark and Luke as needed.

 

Matthew 19:16 - And, behold, one came and said unto him, Good Master, what

good thing shall I do, that I may have eternal life?

 

This man who came to Jesus is known as "the rich young ruler." Matthew 19:22

tells us he was rich, "for he had great possessions." This same verse describes

him as a "young man" (see also verse 20). Luke 18:18 describes him as "a

certain ruler."

*Break into 2 parts
 if needed!



Matthew 19:17
'“Why ask me about what is good?”

Jesus replied. “There is only One who is

good. But to answer your question—if

you want to receive eternal life, keep 

 the commandments.”'

 

The rich young ruler had two great

needs. 1) He needed to understand who

Jesus was. He thought He was a good

Teacher. The Lord Jesus was far more

than that. 2) He needed to understand

who he himself was. He thought he was

a righteous man (Matthew 19:20). He

was actually a self-righteous lawbreaker

headed for hell. Thus, he needed to

repent or change his mind concerning

Christ and concerning himself. The Lord

Jesus would help him in both of these

areas. "Why ask me what is good?
There is only one who is good" The
Lord Jesus was not denying that He was

good, nor was He denying that He was

God. He was setting forth the truth that

there is only One who can truly be

called "good."

Jesus was saying something like this:

"You called me a good Teacher, but

since only God is good, are you

prepared to recognize that I am God?"

The rich young ruler needed to

recognize who Jesus really was. "You

think you are a good man, but there is

no man who is good." He needed to

recognize his own lack of goodness, his

own bankruptcy.

 

In the last half of verse 17 the Lord Jesus

makes a startling statement, "But to

answer your question—if you want to

receive eternal life, keep  the

commandments." Literally, "If you desire

to enter into life, keep the

commandments." The life He is

speaking of is eternal life (see verse 16).

 

Suppose you were asked the question,

"What must a person do in order to

enter into eternal life?" How would you

answer this?

 

Those who know the true gospel

message would answer, "Believe on the

Lord Jesus Christ and you will have

eternal life." Such an answer is based on

many passages, such as: John 3:15-16;

John 5:24; John 6:35; John 6:47; John

11:25-26; John 20:31; Acts 16:31.

 

Certainly the Lord Jesus knew the

gospel better than any of us. Why didn't

He say something like this: "If you desire

to enter into life, then you must believe

in Me"?

 

Before a person is saved, and before a

person is ready to hear the true gospel,

he must recognize his own sinfulness.

He must recognize the plague of his

own heart. The rich young ruler thought

Pull up the following verses- who is

GOOD?

 

Psalm 34:8

Psalm 100:5

Psalm 135:3

Nahum 1:7

 

Any goodness that man has is derived

from God. In and of himself, man has no

goodness at all.

 

Psalm 14:1

Psalm 14:3

Psalm 53:1

Psalm 53:3

Ecclesiastes 7:20

Romans 3:10-12



he was a righteous man who had kept

the law (Matthew 19:20). He did not see

himself as a guilty law breaker. At this

point, the Lord was not seeking to show

him the way of salvation; He was

seeking to show him his desperate

need of salvation. "By the law is the

knowledge of sin" (Romans 3:20); the

Lord Jesus was skillfully using the law to

show him his sin. The Lord's purpose

was to show this man that he was a

guilty law breaker. To accomplish this

purpose, the Lord gave him the "gospel"

according to the law: "To enter into life,

all you need to do is keep the

commandments!" 

 

What Jesus told him was a true

statement. If a man keeps the

commandments, he will enter into life.

He will qualify for eternal life. The Lord

Jesus taught the same thing in Luke

10:25-28. However, what is involved in

keeping the commandments?

 

You must keep the commandments,

but you must be sure to keep all the

commandments. If you keep the whole

law and yet break just one little

commandment, then you are a guilty

lawbreaker (see James 2:10). Think of

breaking a rubber band in only one

place: you still have a broken rubber

band. Not only must you keep all the

commandments, but you must keep

them all the time, from the time you

are born until the time you die. You

can't have even one day or even one

moment in your entire life where you

mess up (where you fail to measure up

to God's righteous demands). Your

obedience needs to be perfect. Blessed

is the person who continues in all

things which are written in the book of

the law, to do them.

However, if you do not continue to

perfectly obey every law of God, then

you are under God's curse:  'But those

who depend on the law to make them

right with God are under his curse, for

the Scriptures say, “Cursed is everyone

who does not observe and obey all the

commands that are written in God’s

Book of the Law.”  (Galatians 3:10).

 

There are two ways to obtain eternal

life--the legal way and the grace way:

1) A person may obtain eternal life by

keeping God's commandments (by

obeying God's law perfectly every day of

his or her life).

This is the legal way of getting saved.

 

Problem: Do you think that there has

ever been a person (apart from the Lord

Jesus Christ) who has done this? Is it

possible for sinful men to perfectly keep

God's holy law?

 

2) A person may obtain eternal life by

believing on the Lord Jesus Christ and

receiving Him as Savior.

This is the grace way of getting saved.

 

Solution: Even though God's holy law

condemns the best men, God's grace is

able to save the worst men if they

believe on Jesus.

 

In other words, there are two ways to

get to heaven. One way is to live a

perfect life (obeying all of God's laws

perfectly). The other way is to trust the

Savior who came to save wicked

sinners.



Jesus knew that this rich young ruler

would never be saved by trying to keep

the law. Jesus' purpose was to show this

man how sinful he really was. This

young ruler was a religious and moral

man. He was good enough to deceive

himself and bad enough to damn

himself. His "goodness" prevented him

from knowing his badness.

 

Before a person is ready to be saved, he

first must become lost. That is, he must

recognize the lost condition of his soul

(Romans 3:10-23). Before a man is ready

for a cure, he must recognize how

desperately sick he really is (Luke 5:30-

32). The rich young ruler needed to

understand the plague of his own heart

(1 Kings 8:38).

 

Matthew 19:18-19
'“Which ones?” the man asked. And

Jesus replied: “‘You must not murder.

You must not commit adultery. You

must not steal. You must not testify

falsely. Honor your father and mother.

Love your neighbor as yourself."

 

Jesus had just told him to, "Keep the

commandments" (verse 17), and now

the rich young ruler asks, "Which

commandments should I keep?" The

Lord cites five of the Ten

Commandments (#6, #7, #8, #9, #5)

and He also cites the second greatest

commandment (see Matthew 22:36-40).

These manward commandments

regulate one's conduct toward his

neighbor. Our primary duty towards our

fellow man is to love our neighbor. The

other commandments are included in

this one commandment of love. If I truly

loved my neighbor, then certainly I 

would not murder him, nor would I

steal from him, nor would I take his wife

from him, nor would I lie against him in

court. Love is the fulfillment of the law

(Galatians 5:14).

 

As we proceed through this passage we

will see how the Lord Jesus will prove

that this man is a law breaker, one who

does not love his neighbor. In fact, the

rich young ruler will be found guilty of

breaking the two greatest

commandments!

 

Matthew 19:20
'“I’ve obeyed all these commandments,”

the young man replied. “What else must

I do?”'

 

For a person to claim to have kept the

Ten Commandments is an amazing

thing. Not only is such a person self-

righteous, but also totally deluded and

deceived as to his true condition before

God. 

 

The rich young ruler probably thought

something like this: "I have never

murdered anyone. I've never committed

adultery. I've never been charged with

the crime of stealing. I have never lied

under oath. I've been a good son and

have respected my parents." And to his

credit, he probably was a very upright

person morally, a "law abiding citizen."

He was probably a model Jew in many

ways.

 

If a person is truly honest before God,

then the Ten Commandments will

reveal how sinful he really is, "for by the

law is the knowledge of sin" (Romans

3:20). Let us now consider some of the 



Ten Commandments (found in Exodus

chapter 20). We will only consider six of

them. Test yourself by checking either

TRUE or FALSE:

 

Read the First Commandment (found

in Exodus 20:3).

 

I have always put the Lord first and I

have always given the Lord first place in

my life. I have never let anything or

anyone else take the place that God

should have in my life.

____ TRUE

____ FALSE

 

Read the Third Commandment (found

in Exodus 20:7).

I have never taken the Lord's Name in

vain or used God's Name in a careless or

thoughtless way. I have always treated

God's Name with utmost reverence and

respect.

____ TRUE

____ FALSE

 

Read the Fifth Commandment (found

in Exodus 20:12).

I have always honored my parents and

have given them the highest respect. I

have never disobeyed my parents and

when I was younger I never needed or

deserved a spanking.

____ TRUE

____ FALSE

 

Read the Eighth Commandment

(found in Exodus 20:15).

I have never stolen anything from

anyone. I have never taken anything 

that did not belong to me. I have always

respected the property and possessions

of others.

____ TRUE

____ FALSE

 

Read the Ninth Commandment (found

in Exodus 20:16).

I have never given a false witness

against anyone. I have never said

something about another person which

I knew was not true. I have never lied; I

have always been honest about

everything. I only speak what is true.

____ TRUE

____ FALSE

 

Read the Tenth Commandment (found

in Exodus 20:17).

I have never coveted or desired

something that someone else had. I

have never had a strong desire for my

neighbor's house or swimming pool or

boat or automobile or wife or husband

or anything else belonging to my

neighbor. I have always been totally

content and satisfied with what God

has given to me.

____ TRUE

____ FALSE

 

How did you do? If you answered TRUE,

this means you have obeyed the

command. If you answered FALSE, this

means you are guilty of breaking the

command. How many times did you

check TRUE? _______ How many times

did you check FALSE? ______ Are you a

guilty breaker of the law or are you an

innocent keeper of the law? 



Suppose that you checked TRUE four

times and checked FALSE only once.

This means that you kept all of the

commandments except one. Are you a

keeper of the law or a breaker of the

law? The answer is found in James 2:10--

'For the person who keeps all of the

laws except one is as guilty as a person

who has broken all of God’s laws. '

 

What does James 2:10 really mean?

Suppose you could find a person who

kept every single commandment of the

law except for one. He obeyed the law

perfectly except for one

commandment which he broke. James

2:10 says, "He is guilty of all!" Even

though he only broke one

commandment, he is still a guilty

lawbreaker!

 

The rich young ruler's self righteousness

blinded him to his own sin and his own

failure to keep God's holy law. In the

following verses we will see that the

Lord Jesus will expose his sin and

demonstrate to him that he is guilty of

breaking the two greatest

commandments. He was guilty of not

loving God with all his heart and he was

guilty of not loving his neighbor.

 

Matthew 19:21-22
'Jesus told him, “If you want to be

perfect, go and sell all your possessions

and give the money to the poor, and

you will have treasure in heaven. Then

come, follow me.” But when the young

man heard this, he went away sad, for

he had many possessions.'

The last commandment which Jesus

had mentioned, and which the rich

young ruler had claimed to have kept

from his youth, was to have loved his

neighbor as himself. The Lord was now

going to put this to the test. Did he

really love his neighbor? Would he be

willing to give his riches to his poor

neighbors? Before this man was ready

to be saved, he needed to see himself

as a guilty lawbreaker. Only then would

he be ready for the good news, that

Christ Jesus came into this world to

save guilty lawbreakers (compare 1

Timothy 1:15).

 

All of the Ten Commandments are

summed up in two commandments,

which have been called the two

greatest commandments: 'Jesus

replied, “‘You must love the Lord your

God with all your heart, all your soul,

and all your mind.’ This is the first and

greatest commandment. A second is

equally important: ‘Love your neighbor

as yourself.’ The entire law and all the

demands of the prophets are based on

these two commandments.”' (Matthew

22:37-40).

 

The rich young ruler claimed to have

kept the commandments from his

youth up. The plan of the Lord Jesus

was to clearly demonstrate to this man

that he was guilty of breaking the two

greatest commandments.

1) He did not love God with all his heart

because he refused to believe Him (as

we shall see in the next paragraph) and

refused to follow Him (verses 21-22).

2) He did not love his neighbor as

himself because he was unwilling to

give to his poor neighbors (verses 21-22).



Conclusion: This man was a wicked

lawbreaker who was guilty of breaking

the two greatest commandments. His

only hope was to fall upon the mercy of

a gracious Savior.

 

Selling one's possession and giving to

the poor is not a condition for receiving

eternal life. When the jailer asked, "What

must I do to be saved?" the answer was

not, "Sell what you have and give to the

poor, and then you'll  be saved" (Acts

16:30-31). The Gospel of John was

written so that people might believe

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,

and that believing they might have life

through His Name (John 20:31). Over

and over again in the Gospel of John we

find that the one condition necessary to

have eternal life is to believe in Jesus

Christ (John 1:12; 3:16; 3:18; 3:36; 5:24; 6:35;

11:25; 20:31; etc.). Never in the Gospel of

John are the unsaved told that they

must sell what they have and give to

the poor in order to gain eternal life. The

book of Romans was written to set forth

"the gospel of God" (Romans 1:1), and it

does so in a most comprehensive way.

Repeatedly Paul teaches in Romans

(and elsewhere) that faith in Christ, and

faith alone, is the sole condition for

salvation. Nowhere in Romans are we

told that a person must sell his

possessions and give to the poor in

order to be saved (see Romans 10:9-10).

In Ephesians 2:8-9, a key salvation

passage, we are told exactly how a

person is saved. He is saved "by grace

through faith" and not by any works

which he has done.

 

Salvation is not based on something

that we do; it is based on what Christ

has done (His finished work).

We do not contribute to our own

salvation; Christ paid it all. Salvation is

not working; it is resting on the work of 

'But people are counted as righteous,

not because of their work, but because

of their faith in God who forgives

sinners. ' (Romans 4:5). Religion is man

trying to bring himself to God by

human effort, by good works, by

ritualism, by traditionalism, by

sacraments, etc. Salvation is Christ

bringing us to God on the basis of what

He did for us on the cross: 'Christ

suffered for our sins once for all time. He

never sinned, but he died for sinners to

bring you safely home to God. He

suffered physical death, but he was

raised to life in the Spirit.' (1 Peter 3:18).

God's holiness utterly condemns the

best man ("As it is written, There is none

righteous, no, not one"--Romans 3:10).

God's grace freely justifies the worst

man. "For all have sinned, and come

short of the glory of God; being justified

freely by his grace through the

redemption that is in Christ Jesus"--

Romans 3:23-24. The gospel message

brings to man not a work to do, but a

word to believe about a work done: 'But

the word of the Lord remains forever.”

And that word is the Good News that

was preached to you.' (1 Peter 1:25).

 

We are saved, not because of what we

have done, but because of the mercy of

God based upon what Christ has done

on the cross: 'he saved us, not because

of the righteous things we had done,

but because of his mercy. He washed

away our sins, giving us a new birth and

new life through the Holy Spirit. ' (Titus

3:5)



A person can never be saved by his own

good works: Ephesians 2:8-10 &

Philippians 2:13. 

 

Are you resting fully in the finished work

of Christ? Are you trusting in Jesus

Christ, Who He is, what He has done for

you, and what He has said in His Word?

'Let all the world look to me for

salvation! For I am God; there is no

other.'  (Isaiah 45:22).

 

Matthew 19:23-24
'Then Jesus said to his disciples, “I tell

you the truth, it is very hard for a rich

person to enter the Kingdom of Heaven.

I’ll say it again—it is easier for a camel to

go through the eye of a needle than for

a rich person to enter the Kingdom of

God!”'

 

It is extremely difficult for a rich man to

enter into the kingdom (which is

synonymous with being saved; see verse

25). Why is it so difficult? To be saved a

person must trust Christ; rich people

normally trust their own riches. As long

as they continue to trust their own

riches instead of Christ, they cannot be

saved. Paul did not teach that a believer

cannot have riches, but he did teach

wealthy believers not to trust in their

riches. Rather, they were to trust in

God:  'Teach those who are rich in this

world not to be proud and not to trust

in their money, which is so unreliable.

Their trust should be in God, who richly

gives us all we need for our enjoyment. '

(1 Timothy 6:17). Notice that in 1 Timothy

chapter 6, where Paul gave prolonged

instruction to believers who are rich, he

never told them to sell all their

possessions and give everything to the

poor. He did instruct them to share

their wealth with those in need (1

Timothy 6:18).

How difficult is it for a rich person to be

saved? The camel illustration shows

that it is impossible. The "eye of a

needle" refers to a literal sewing needle.

It would be impossible for such a huge

mammal to fit through such a tiny

opening. See verse 26 which makes it

clear that the Lord's point was that it

was impossible!

 

Matthew 19:25-26
'The disciples were astounded. “Then

who in the world can be saved?” they

asked. Jesus looked at them intently

and said, “Humanly speaking, it is

impossible. But with God everything is

possible.”'

 

The disciples, who were not rich men,

understood the Lord's words as even

applying to themselves, and they were

concerned about their own salvation,

"Who then can be saved?" They

understood the Lord to be saying that it

is impossible for any man to be saved,

not just rich men. How can a sinful man

enter God's holy heaven? How can a

sinner become a saint? How can one

who is filthy become clean? It is

impossible! There is no remedy. In

Jeremiah 17:9 we learn that "the heart is

deceitful above all things and

desperately wicked." "Desperately

wicked" means "incurably sick." There is

no cure, no remedy! With men this is

impossible! And certainly selling one's

possessions and giving to the poor and

even following Jesus is not going to

remedy the problem of the heart.

 

Thanks be to God that Calvary's cross

has made the impossible possible!

What the law could never do and what

the flesh could never do, God

accomplished by the death of His Son

(see Romans 8:3).



With God all things are possible. The salvation of every single soul is nothing short

of a miracle of God! May we never minimize the miraculous nature of our so great

salvation! To God be the glory, both now and forever! 

 

Conclusion and Summary
So we have seen in Matthew chapters 16-20 that God’s kingdom program was

postponed because of Israel’s unbelief. Of course, all of this did not take God by

surprise but was known by Him from the beginning. He knew that Israel would

reject Christ as their Messiah King.

 

The Lord Jesus thus announced a key event, His coming death. This was

announced in two ways, by the sign of Jonah and by the Lord’s direct prediction.

The announcement of His death greatly troubled and disturbed the disciples who

could not understand how there could be a kingdom if the King were to die. This

problem is solved when we understand that Messiah’s death would be followed by

resurrection and that there would be a second coming at which time Messiah

would establish His kingdom on earth. A special preview of this second coming in

power and glory was given to three of the disciples.

What would take place during

the time between the two

comings of Christ? During this

time the Lord Jesus would be

building His church (Matthew

16:18). Today people enter the

kingdom by believing on the Lord

Jesus and becoming members of

the church, God's called out

assembly. Matthew 18 and 19 give

us instruction as to how we can

enter that kingdom (by becoming

as little children and by trusting

Christ and Him alone, not our

riches or anything or anyone else).

 

The secret of greatness is

to be a humble servant!
 

 

The Servant
by Yongsung Kim



C R A F T I N G  I N  A C T I O N  / /  M A T H
For the next four weeks we're going to work on minimizing our possessions.

We read about the rich young ruler- the importance of not loving the things

of this world but storing our treasure up in heaven. So what better way to

put this to work then to purge the excess in our homes and pay it forward to

someone truly in need! Bonus-- this is a life skill that will come in handy in

nearly every aspect of your life moving forward!

 

There are my shows, documentaries, podcasts and blogs that encourage

MINIMALISM and all the benefits there- but I find the most encouragement

from scripture. One such verse that tunes my heart would be 1 John 2:15,

Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when

you love the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. 

 

Another would be 1 Corinthians 7:31, 

Those who use the things of the world should not become attached to

them. For this world as we know it will soon pass away.

 

And yet one more would be Colossians 3:2, 

Think about the things of heaven, not the things of earth.

 

So start this week by picking 1 area- a closet, a drawer, a room, etc. Empty

EVERYTHING out of it. Absolutely everything! Then clean the space really

well- turn on some music and have fun! Cleaning doesn't have to be boring!

Once that is done, go through all the stuff- ONLY PUT BACK what is

ABSOLUTELY necessary  for your daily life. Be serious here- realize the

difference between NEED and want. Everything else, place it in a bag or a

box (whatever is easiest) and set it some where out of sight and out of mind!

A garage, basement, closet, trunk of the car-- just somewhere you will not

access it. We'll check back in next week- until then, enjoy your clean space! 

 

 

 

We're going to switch up from Ray's Arithmetic and try 

Mathematics Enhancement Program, MEP. I think Ray's Arithmetic is great,

and I hate to switch it up, but upon finding this I felt it just did a more

thorough job. Each week you will have pages to complete, there is also a site

with interactive lessons & parent lesson plans if you need/prefer. Go to

www.MinimalistHomeschool.com/blog to pull that up. 













D A Y  2 4  / /  W E E K  5
Today we read an account, similar to that in Chapter 12, where Abraham tells

a lie that Sarah, his wife, is just his sister. How foolish is that? Even more

interesting, we see God appearing to the King Abimelech and to Abraham in

their dreams and communicating with them. Let's look at this:

God used dreams and visions (visions

are “waking dreams”; see  Numbers

24:4) several times in the Bible to

communicate with people. Visions

seem to have been common enough

that their lack was sorely noted. An

absence of visions was due at times

to a dearth of prophets (1 Samuel 3:1)

and other times due to the

disobedience of God’s people (1

Samuel 28:6).

 

Old Testament Dreams and Visions
God used visions in the Old

Testament to reveal His plan, to

further His plan, and to put His

people in places of influence.

 

Abraham  (Genesis 15:1): God used a

vision to restate the  Abrahamic

Covenant, reminding Abram that he

would have a son and be the father

of many nations.

 

Abimelech  (Genesis 20:1-7):

Abraham's wife, Sarah, was beautiful

—so beautiful that when Abraham

came into a new area he occasionally

feared that the local ruler would kill

him and take Sarah for himself.

Abraham told Abimelech king of

Gerar that Sarah was his sister (she

was his half-sister). 

Joseph (Genesis 37:1-11): Joseph is one

of the most famous dreamers, and

one of the most famous dream-

interpreters, in the Bible. His first

recorded dreams are found

in Genesis 37. They showed through

easily deciphered symbols that

Joseph's family would one day bow

to him in respect. His brothers didn't

appreciate the dream and in their

hatred sold Joseph into slavery.

Eventually, Joseph ended up in

prison in Egypt.

 

New Testament Dreams and
Visions

Visions in the New Testament also

served to provide information that

was unavailable elsewhere.

Specifically, God used visions and

dreams to identify Jesus and to

establish His church.

 

Zacharias  (Luke 1:5-23): God used a

vision to tell Zacharias, an old priest,

that he would soon have an

important son. Not long after,

Zacharias and his wife, Elizabeth, had

John the Baptist.

 

Joseph  (Matthew 1:20;  2:13): Joseph

would have divorced Mary when he

found out she was pregnant, but God 

 



sent an angel to him in a dream,

convincing him that the pregnancy

was of God. Joseph went ahead with

the marriage. After Jesus was born,

God sent two more dreams, one to

tell Joseph to take his family to Egypt

so Herod could not kill Jesus and

another to tell him Herod was dead

and that he could return home.

 

Pilate's wife  (Matthew 27:19): During

Jesus’ trial, Pilate’s wife sent an

urgent message to the governor

encouraging him to free Jesus. Her

message was prompted by a dream

she had—a nightmare, really—that

convinced her that Jesus was

innocent and that Pilate should have

nothing to do with His case.

 

Ananias  (Acts 9:10): It would have

taken nothing less than a vision from

God to convince Ananias, a Christian

in Damascus, to visit Paul, the

persecutor of Christians. But because

Ananias was obedient to God's

leading, Paul regained his sight and

found the truth about those he was

trying to kill.

 

Cornelius  (Acts 10:1-6): God spoke to

an Italian centurion named Cornelius

who feared the God of the Jews. In

his vision, Cornelius saw an angel

who told him where to find Simon

Peter and to send for him and listen

to his message. Cornelius obeyed the

vision, Peter came and preached, and

Cornelius and his household full of

Gentiles were saved by the grace of

God.

Peter  (Acts 10:9-15): While Peter was

praying on the rooftop of a house in

Joppa, God gave him a vision of

animals lowered in something like a

sheet. A voice from heaven told Peter

to kill the animals (some of which

were unclean) and eat them. The

vision served to show that Christians

are not bound by kosher law and that

God had pronounced Gentiles

“clean”; that is, heaven is open to all

who follow Jesus.

 

Paul: Paul had several visions in his

missionary career. One sent him to

preach in Macedonia (Acts 16:9-10).

Another encouraged him to keep

preaching in Corinth (Acts 18:9-11).

God also gave him a vision of heaven

(2 Corinthians 12:1-6).

 

John  (Revelation): Nearly the entire

book of Revelation is a vision John

had while exiled on the island of

Patmos. John’s vision explains in

more detail some of the events that

God had shown Daniel.

 

Today’s Dreams and Visions
With the completion of the Bible,

God does not have to use dreams

and visions as much as He did before.

That is not to say that He cannot or

does not; God can communicate

with us however He chooses. But

when we have a decision to make,

our first stop should always be the

Bible, not a dream.



Question: "What is the meaning of

the Parable of the Laborers in the

Vineyard?"

 

Answer:  This lengthy parable is

found only in the gospel of Matthew.

Jesus tells the Parable of the

Laborers in the Vineyard (Matthew

20:1-16) in response to Peter’s

question in Matthew 19:27: "We have

left everything to follow you! What

then will there be for us?" Peter

wanted to know what reward would

be given to those who give up

everything to follow Jesus. In

response, Jesus explains this truth

about the kingdom of heaven. 

 

Planting, maintaining and

harvesting vineyards in first-century

Israel was strenuous work requiring

hard physical labor in the heat of

summer. Often, additional laborers

were required to get all the work

done. The owner of this particular

vineyard went to the marketplace at

the first hour of the morning (6:00

a.m.) to find workers for the day. His

offered wage of one denarius, a

Roman’s soldier’s pay for a day, was

generous indeed. The workers in the

first group were more than happy to

work for the generous wage. 

 

As the day progressed and more

workers were hired, the specific 

Copy write Psalm 20:6-7. Who is this anointed king the Psalmist is speaking

of? How does God rescue him? If we are to boast-- what do we boast in?   

 See also- Galatians 6:14

wage was not mentioned, but the

landowner promised to pay

“whatever is right.” Apparently, the

workers were sufficiently confident

of the landowner’s character that

they trusted him at his word.

Altogether, four groups of workers

were hired, the last group just one

hour before the end of the day.

When the time came for the wages

to be paid, the first group of workers

saw the last group being paid a

denarius and were naturally thinking

they would be paid more since they

had worked the longest. Their anger

against the landowner spilled forth

when they saw they would all be

paid the same, even though they got

exactly what they had agreed upon

when they were hired. The

landowner was forced to defend his

actions to the first group, even

though he had dealt them in perfect

fairness according to the contract. 

 

The landowner, whose decision to

pay all the workers the same was an

act of mercy—not injustice—

represents God, whose grace and

mercy are shed abundantly upon

those of His choosing. “For he says to

Moses, ‘I will have mercy on whom I

have mercy, and I will have

compassion on whom I have

compassion.’ It does not, therefore,

depend on man's desire or effort, 



but on God's mercy” (Romans 9:15-

16). In the matter of salvation, His

grace and mercy are given to those

whose self-righteous works could

never obtain it. We are all sinful and

“fall short of the glory of God”

(Romans 3:23), but His grace is

sufficient to redeem all who believe.

Whether God calls someone early or

late in life to partake of His grace,

the glory and praise for our salvation

is His and His alone and in no way

amounts to unfairness. Just as the

landowner has a right to do what he

wishes with his own money, so does

God have the right to have mercy on

whom He will have mercy. 

 

The first group of workers in the

vineyard resented receiving the

same wage as the last group. Their

attitude was similar to that of the

Pharisees, who were incensed at

Jesus’ teaching that others could

inherit a heavenly kingdom they

thought was reserved for them

alone. They despised Jesus for

offering the kingdom to poor,

oppressed, weak sinners whom He

made equal to them. In verse 15, the

landowner asks, “Is your eye evil

because I am good?” The “evil eye”

was a Hebrew expression referring to

jealousy and envy. God’s goodness

and mercy produced in the self-

righteous Pharisees the evil eye of

envy. The rest of the workers

received their wages without

complaint or envy of others. In the

same way, as Christians, we should 

rejoice when others come to the

Savior, as we should rejoice in the

service others render to Him. He is

faithful to reward us for our service

as He has promised, and how He

rewards others should be of no

consequence to us, nor should it

affect our devotion to Him.

 

The message in verse 16, “the last will

be first, and the first last,” is that no

matter how long or how hard a

believer works during his lifetime,

the reward of eternal life will be the

same given to all—an eternity of bliss

in heaven in the presence of God the

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The

thief on the cross (Luke 23:39-43),

whose life of service was limited to a

moment of repentance and

confession of faith in Christ, received

the same reward of eternal life as

the apostle Paul. Of course, Scripture

also teaches that there are

different  rewards in heaven  for

different services, but the ultimate

reward of eternal life will be

achieved by all equally.

 

 



W A T C H  &  L E A R N  / /  H I S T O R Y

Thursdays are our Watch & Learn

days!  

 

Here are some suggested titles to

look up on Amazon, at your local

library, or where ever you prefer,

so that we can learn more about

these topics!

Volume 1 - 10 - 8 - 

What's in the Bible
Superbook - Episodes on

Genesis/Gospels

The Bible Season 1 
(On Amazon & Netflix , from 2013)

Little House on the Prairie
(Amazon Prime)

Thursdays will also be our history focus as we read through the book,

The Bible in World History by Stephen Leston. 

 

Today read pages 11 through the first paragraph on page 18. We've

covered this already, so you should know this very well! Look into, and

watch videos (simple YouTube searches, Amazon, etc...) on any topic

that stands out to you.

 

*If you have not read the introduction, do so as well!

Encourage your children to all pick something to share with you and

the family as well! Run wild with individual interests!



D A Y  2 5  / /  W E E K  5

Catch up on any Bible reading you missed this week - if

you're caught up, re-read Psalms 17-20!

 

I know we covered a LOT this week! Take your time

moving through as needed- take today to catch up, go

over anything you need to. It's a lot of information-- but

it's IMPORTANT information! This should be a time

where we enjoy learning, move at a slower pace if need

be, pray together as a family every day before beginning. 

 

We're unlocking a lot of information-- and it all comes

together to form one big picture. Enjoy the journey!

What scripture or lesson spoke to you the most this week?

What stood out to you?

 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________



G A M I N G  I N  A C T I O N  / /  U N S C H O O L
Fridays are for FUN! :) We've worked hard this week so we can

catch up on any work that is left, clean prepare our home for

the weekend (and Sabbath even!), and then enjoy some play

time! 

 

Enjoy playing together as a family- pull out some board

games, play outside, learn a card game, or even play video

games together! 

Fridays are our "unschool" days-  a day for the kiddos to pick

something of interest and learn more about it. Maybe read a

book, look up information online, watch videos, practice and

observe. 

 

Whatever it is- learn about something that is interesting to

you kid(s) and be sure to let them share all about it with the

family at the end of the day. Sitting down at the dinner table

is a great time to go around and discuss these things!

 

What are some topics you are interested in pursuing?

 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_____________________________________



MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY  / /  Rev iew  Day

__________________________

B I B L E  / /  3  C H A P T E R S R E A D I N G  / /  1 5 - 2 0  M I N S

WEEK SIX
S CR I P TURE  S PO T L I GH T :

 

W R I T I N G  / /  1 0 - 1 5  M I N S M A T H  D R I L L S  / /  1 0 - 1 5
M I N S

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

Genes i s ,  Psa lm ,  Matthew  21

Genes i s ,  Psa lm ,  Matthew  22

Genes i s ,  Psa lm ,  Matthew  23

Genes i s ,  Psa lm ,  Matthew  24

Psa lms  21 -24

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .95

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .  109

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .  120

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .  1 33

(Catch  Up  as  Needed )



W E E K  S I X  / /  F A M I L Y  F O C U S

M o n d a y T u e s d a y W e d n e s d a y

T h u r s d a y

N a t u r e  I n  A c t i o n :

N a t u r e  W a l k ,

C h a n g e s  i n  T r e e s ,

B u t t e r f l y  &  M o t h

S t u d y

 

B i b l e :  H e a v e n  f o r

K i d s  p . 3 5 - 4 1 ,  S t u d y

P D F ,  B i b l e

M e a s u r e m e n t s

W r i t e r ' s  T e a  T i m e :

C o m m a  P l a c e m e n t  

 

 

B a k i n g :  B u t t e r y

S c o n e s

C r a f t i n g  I n  A c t i o n :

M i n i m a l i s t  H o m e ,

W e e k  2

 

 

M a t h :  C o m p l e t e  t h e

m a t h  l e s s o n .

F r i d a y

W a t c h  &  L e a r n :

P i c k  f r o m  a

s u g g e s t e d  v i d e o  t o

w a t c h  t o g e t h e r  a n d

d i s c u s s .

 

H i s t o r y :  T h e  B i b l e

i n  W o r l d  H i s t o r y ,  

 p a g e s  1 8 - 2 4

G a m i n g  I n  A c t i o n :

P l a y  g a m e s !  

 

C h i l d - L e d  I n t e r e s t :

E n c o u r a g e  a n d

h e l p  t o  f o l l o w

t h e i r  o w n

i n t e r e s t s !

NOTES

PRAYER
REQUESTS



D A Y  2 6  / /  W E E K  6
Sarah  was the wife

of Abraham. Hagar was the servant

of Sarah. God had promised

Abraham many descendants, but,

ten years after the promise, Sarah

was still unable to have children,

and they were both on the verge of

becoming too old to have children

at all. Sarah chose to give her servant

Hagar to Abraham, in accordance

with the custom of the day, so that

Sarah could have a child through

her (Genesis 16:2).

 

Hagar conceived, and Sarah

despised her. Sarah began to deal

harshly with her, and Hagar fled to

the desert to escape the resentment

of her mistress. The angel of the Lord

met Hagar in the wilderness,

commanding her to return to

Abraham and Sarah. The angel

relayed a promise from God: “I will

surely multiply your offspring so that

they cannot be numbered for

multitude” (Genesis 16:10). The angel

also predicted Ishmael’s name and

character (Genesis 16:11-12).

 

Later, God fulfilled His promise to

Abraham and Sarah. Sarah gave

birth to a son named Isaac (Genesis

21). Hagar’s son Ishmael would have

been about 14 years old at the time

of Isaac’s birth. Abraham sent Hagar

and Ishmael away after Isaac was

weaned (around age 2 or 3, making 

Ishmael approximately 16),

according to God’s command. At

that time, God repeated His promise

that Ishmael would father a great

nation. Hagar was in the desert and

near death when the angel of God

called to her, saying, “What troubles

you, Hagar? Fear not, for God has

heard the voice of the boy where he

is. Up! Lift up the boy, and hold him

fast with your hand, for I will make

him into a great nation” (Genesis

21:17-18).

 

Ishmael and his mother lived in the

wilderness of Paran, where he

became an expert with a bow and

later took an Egyptian wife (Genesis

21:20-21). He is seen once again in

Scripture when he returned to help

bury his father Abraham (Genesis

25:7-10).  Ishmael, the son of a

bondservant, became the father of

12 sons who were called princes. He

lived to 137 years of age. Sarah died

at the age of 127 in Hebron, where

she was buried (Genesis 23:1-2).

 

Many observations can be made

regarding the story of Sarah and

Hagar. First, God can and often does

work through ways that appear

unlikely from a human perspective.

Abraham miraculously became a

father at age 86 and again at age 99.

Isaac’s mother, Sarah, was barren.

God’s promise to Abraham did not 



depend on human strength, and

with God nothing is impossible

(Luke 1:37). God used a seemingly

impossible situation to make

Abraham the father of the Jewish

people, just as He had predicted.

 

It is clear from this story that God

works despite misguided human

effort. Sarah had no business

offering her servant to Abraham, and

Abraham had no business sleeping

with Hagar. And Sarah was wrong to

mistreat her servant as she did. Yet

God worked through these

situations. Hagar was blessed, and

Abraham and Sarah were still the

recipients of the promise. God’s

mercy is great, and His sovereign will

is accomplished regardless of

human frailty.

 

This unlikely family story is one

readers would expect to end badly.

Yet God kept His promise; Isaac

became the son of promise through

whom the tribes of Israel would

arise. Hagar’s son, Ishmael, also

became a great leader. Regardless of

how a situation looks from a human

perspective, God continues to work

both to accomplish His will and to

fulfill His promises.

 

In Galatians 4, Paul uses the story of

Sarah and Hagar to illustrate the

results of two different covenants:

the New Covenant, based on grace;

and the Old Covenant, based on the

Law. In Paul’s analogy, believers in 

Christ are like the child born of

Sarah—free, the result of God’s

promise. Those who try to earn their

salvation by their own works are like

the child born of Hagar—a slave, the

result of human effort.

 

Lesson Review Questions
What were the names of Abraham’s

two sons? (Isaac and Ishmael)
Why do you think Ishmael was

mocking Isaac? (Maybe he was
jealous of all the attention, or angry
that he wasn’t the fulfillment of
God’s promise.)
Why did Sarah want to send Ismael

and Hagar away?  (She didn’t want
Ishmael to share in God’s promised
inheritance for Isaac.)
What did God do to provide for

Hagar and Ishmael in the desert? (He
opened Hagar’s eyes to see the well.
He also promised to make Ishmael
into a great nation.)
Why is the birth of Isaac so important

to Abraham and Sarah? (He was the
fulfillment of God’s promise)

Why was the birth of Isaac important

for all Christians today?  (Jesus came
through the line of Abraham,
beginning with Isaac.)
How does today’s story remind us of

Jesus?  (We can’t save ourselves by
our own efforts. Only God is able to
wipe away our sins and forgive us.
We can’t get the credit for our own
salvation.)
What are some ways people try to

take credit for things that God

does? (Trying to earn their salvation,
saying that God’s miracles of
healing are due only to medicine
and science, etc.)



In Psalm 21 we see a rather harsh description of God's wrath to come. Look

at the second half of the Psalm- God looks really mean and angry. But I

though God was love? How could a loving God be so mean and harsh?

Why do you think a loving God can also be an angry God?

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Wrath  is defined as “the emotional

response to perceived wrong and

injustice,” often translated as “anger,”

“indignation,” “vexation,” or

“irritation.” Both humans and God

express wrath. But there is vast

difference between the wrath of

God and the wrath of man. God’s

wrath is holy and always justified;

man’s is never holy and rarely

justified.

 

In the Old Testament, the wrath of

God is a divine response to human

sin and disobedience. Idolatry was

most often the occasion for divine

wrath.  Psalm 78:56-66  describes

Israel’s idolatry. The wrath of God is

consistently directed towards those

who do not follow His will

(Deuteronomy 1:26-46;  Joshua

7:1; Psalm 2:1-6). The Old Testament

prophets often wrote of a day in the

future, the "day of wrath" (Zephaniah

1:14-15). God’s wrath against sin and

disobedience is perfectly justified

because His plan for mankind is holy

and perfect, just as God Himself is 

holy and perfect. God provided a

way to gain divine favor—repentance

—which turns God’s wrath away from

the sinner. To reject that perfect plan

is to reject God’s love, mercy, grace

and favor and incur His righteous

wrath.

 

The New Testament also supports

the concept of God as a God of

wrath who judges sin. The story of

the rich man and Lazarus speaks of

the judgment of God and serious

consequences for the unrepentant

sinner (Luke 16:19–31). John 3:36  says,

“Whoever believes in the Son has

eternal life, but whoever rejects the

Son will not see life, for God’s wrath

remains on Him.” The one who

believes in the Son will not suffer

God’s wrath for his sin, because the

Son took God’s wrath upon Himself

when He died in our place on the

cross (Romans 5:6–11). Those who do

not believe in the Son, who do not

receive Him as Savior, will be judged

on the day of wrath (Romans 2:5–6).



Conversely, human wrath is warned against in Romans 12:19, Ephesians 4:26,

and Colossians 3:8-10. God alone is able to avenge because His vengeance is

perfect and holy, whereas man’s wrath is sinful, opening him up to demonic

influence. For the Christian, anger and wrath are inconsistent with our new

nature, which is the nature of Christ Himself (2 Corinthians 5:17). To realize

freedom from the domination of wrath, the believer needs the Holy Spirit to

sanctify and cleanse his heart of feelings of wrath and anger.  Romans 8

shows victory over sin in the life of one who is living in the Spirit (Romans 8:5-

8). Philippians 4:4-7  tells us that the mind controlled by the Spirit is filled

with peace. 

 

The wrath of God is a fearsome and terrifying thing. Only those who have

been covered by the blood of Christ, shed for us on the cross, can be assured

that God’s wrath will never fall on them. “Since we have now been justified

by His blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through

Him!” (Romans 5:9).

MATTHEW 21 // The Lord's Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem // 
Copy writing passage: Matthew 21:21-22

 

What are We Cheering About Anyway?
What Kind of a Savior Did They Want?

When the Lord Jesus entered the city of Jerusalem less than a week before

He went to the cross, were the people very excited about having Him come

(Matthew 21:9)? ______________ They cried "HOSANNA" which means "Save

us now"! What did they want Jesus to save them from? Did they want Him to

save them from their sins (which is the very reason He came--see Matthew

1:21)? Did they want Him to save them from living wrongly, thinking wrongly

and acting wrongly? Did they want to be saved from the terrible judgment

of a righteous God who hates sin?

 

The Jewish people were looking for the CROWN.

 

The Jewish people did not see the need for the CROSS.

 

They wanted Christ to be King of the world, but 

they did not want Him to be King of their lives.



At this time the Romans ruled the

world and the Jewish people

wanted Jesus to set them free from

the Romans. They did not really

want Jesus to set them free from sin,

which is even a more terrible

bondage (see John 8:32-36).

 

Think of a soldier on a battlefield

with bombs and bullets and hand

grenades flying over his head. In

desperation he cries out, "LORD,

SAVE ME NOW!" What do you

suppose he wants to be saved from?

Consider a patient who is about to

have open heart surgery. Just as he is

about to be put to sleep he cries,

"LORD, PLEASE SAVE ME!"   

 

Was this person really asking God to

save his soul, or was he probably

asking to be saved from the surgeon

making a mistake with his knife?

According to Matthew 10:28, what

should we be more afraid of, a

doctor who can hurt our body or

God who has the power to send a

person to the lake of fire?

 

________________________________

 

________________________________ 

 

(being afraid of God means that I

fear and respect God so much that

I’m afraid not to do what God tells

me to do in His Word). 

A Fast Change of Tune
When Jesus entered the city, the

people shouted, "BLESSED IS THE

CHRIST!" Less than one week later,

what did they shout (see Matthew

27:23)? __________________________ 

 

First they wanted Him to be King.

Then a few days later they wanted

Him dead!  How would you like your

friends to throw a surprise birthday

party for you and present you with

all kinds of expensive gifts, and then

to come back a few days later and

spit in your face and throw eggs at

your house?  That would certainly be

strange behavior! Suppose a war

hero is welcomed back into this

country with cheers and parades

and shouts of joy. Then less than a

week later he is thrown into prison

for no reason at all. Does this seem

right to you?

 

The Jews wanted Jesus to change

their world (make things better on

the outside) but Jesus wanted to

change their hearts (make things

right on the inside). They did not

understand that it is man’s heart

that needs to be fixed (Jeremiah

17:9).  

 

Suppose you took a  sinner  (one

separated from God) and gave him a

palace to live in, a swimming pool

and one billion dollars to spend on 



anything he wanted. Would this

person still have problems? Would

he still have trouble getting along

with people? Would he really be

happy? 

 

Suppose you took a saint (a person

who has been saved and set apart

for God's service) and put him in the

worst section of a city in a broken

down shack where rats were more

numerous than people.  Could  this

person be at peace and experience

joy even in the middle of this mess?

Suppose you were to put a saint in a

miserable dungeon and treat him as

a rotten criminal. Could this person

be happy under such conditions (see

Acts 16:22-25)? ___________________

 

Do you think Jesus was fooled by the

excited shouts of the crowd as He

entered the city? Even though the

people were shouting for joy, what

was Jesus doing (Luke 19:41)?

________________________________ 

 

The Lord knew that the people were

going to reject Him (see Matthew

23:37).   He knew what was in their

hearts.   The crowd rejoiced but the

Savior wept. The Savior stretched out

His hands to the people of Israel to

give them His very best, but because

they were disobedient and

rebellious they  refused.   What verse

in Romans chapter 10 teaches this?

Verse: ________________

Let the Whole World Know!
When Jesus came into the city, He

did not sneak in unnoticed. He did

not enter silently by night. He did

not disguise Himself. He did not try

to avoid the crowds.

 

Read John 7:1-10 which describes

another time when Jesus entered

the city of Jerusalem. Did He enter

openly and noisily or did He enter

secretly (verse 10)?

________________________________

 

When Jesus healed a blind man, did

He want the whole world to know

(Mark 8:26)? ___________________ 

 

When Peter said to Jesus, "You are

the Christ," did Jesus want the whole

world to know (Mark 8:30)? ________

When Jesus healed a deaf man, did

He want the whole world to know

(Mark 7:36)? ______________But

when Jesus entered the city of

Jerusalem in the final days before

His death, He wanted the whole

world to know!   In fact, if people had

refused to shout out, what would

have happened? (See Luke 19:40.) 

________________________________

 

The time for Jesus to march to the

cross had come, and the Lord

bravely and boldly entered the city

where He would soon die. Even

though the people would reject 



Him, Jesus openly presented Himself

as their King and as their Savior. The

Lord was no coward who had to act

in secret.

 

Do we face our problems or do we

run away from them? Do we try to

hide from people and problems or

do we trust God for the courage we

need to tackle situations and family

and friends?

 

When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the

city was  packed with people! The

celebration of the

P________________ was near at

hand (John 12:1) and large crowds of

Jews had come to the holy city to

observe this great feast or holy day.

Josephus, the Jewish historian,

states that during one Passover in

the days of Nero (first century A.D.)

256,500 Passover lambs were

sacrificed, which (if his figures are

correct) would mean that over

2,700,200 (almost 3 million) Jews

were in Jerusalem! One lamb was

sacrificed for about every 10 people. 

Yes, when the King of the Jews

entered the city, Jerusalem

was packed with people! The same

thing was true a few days later when

the true Passover Lamb was

sacrificed (see 1 Corinthians 5:7). 

Jesus did not die in secret! The

death of Christ was one of the most

public events that the world has

ever witnessed!

 

If the Lord was willing to die publicly
for you, are you willing to live publicly
for Him? Do any of your friends or
neighbors know that you are a
Christian? Have you ever talked to
anyone about your Savior or have you
been keeping your salvation a big
secret? Have you ever told the people
in church that you know the Lord as
your Savior, or are you keeping it a
secret and letting people try to guess
as to whether you are really saved?
Have you ever publicly been baptized,
to show others that you belong to
Jesus Christ? Let us not be ashamed of
our Lord (Romans 1:16).



N A T U R E  I N  A C T I O N  / /  B I B L E
Look back to some of the plants and trees you identified last month on your

nature walks. Go look at them again- has anything changed? Does

everything seem the same? Trees (and all plants, insects, animals- all

creation) has a cycle. Creation changes with the seasons- look at the life

cycle of a plant- see if you can identify plants around you in these various

stages. 

 

Complete the following pages from our Nature Study handbook on

butterflies & moths.

Read Heaven for Kids p. 35 to the top of 41 - Complete the

corrosponding pages in the Heaven for Kids PDF.



















B I B L E  M E A S U R E M E N T S

Measurements of Length
We all know what an inch is and

what a foot and a yard is, but what is

a cubit and a span and a

handbreadth? We are familiar with a

yardstick, a ruler and a tape

measure, but people in Bible times

did not use these things to measure

length.

 

Did you know that a man’s body can

be used as a ruler or a yardstick? Let’s

see how this works:

Handbreadth: This was the width of

the four fingers closely pressed

together, between three and four

inches. See Exodus 37:12. Consider

the length of a standard piece of

paper (eight and a half inches by

eleven inches). How many

handbreadths long is this sheet of

paper? _________________________

Is the length of my life (all of my days

put together) very long (see Psalm

39:5)? ____________ Life is very short!

 

Span: This was the width from the

end of the thumb to that of the little

finger, when these are extended,

which for an adult is about nine

inches. See Exodus 28:16 (the

breastplate of the priest). The width

of a standard piece of paper should

be about a half inch less than one

span.

Cubit: This was the length of the

arm from the point of the elbow to

the end of the middle finger, which

for an adult is about 18 inches (1½

feet). Measure one of your family

members and see how many cubits

tall he (or she) is. How many spans

make up one cubit? ______________

It is interesting that one span equals

half a cubit! How tall was Goliath the

giant (1 Samuel 17:4)? 

________________________________

How big was the bed described in

Deuteronomy 3:11?

________________________________

 

How Do You Measure Up?
Suppose the basketball coach were

to say, "Only those who are five feet

and ten inches or taller can be on

the team." Would you measure up or

would you come short? Would you

be able to be on the team? Or a

teacher might say, "Only those who

have a 90 average or higher can get

an A in this class!" Not all the

students would measure up to this

high standard and requirement!

 

God has a very high requirement

when it comes to entering heaven.

God says, "Only those who are as

righteous as My Son, Jesus Christ,

may enter My holy heaven!" How

many of us are righteous (Romans

3:10)? __________________________ 



Do you measure up to God’s

righteous requirement or do you

come short (Romans 3:23)?  

________________________________

 

How can any of us enter into God’s

holy heaven?   God has made a way

for us to be just as righteous as His

Son: 'For God made Christ, who

never sinned, to be the offering for

our sin, so that we could be made

right with God through Christ.' (2

Corinthians 5:21).  In ourselves we are

sinful and unrighteous and we

would never measure up, but IN

CHRIST we are perfectly righteous

and God sees us as perfectly

righteous! Are you IN CHRIST and

saved or are you OUTSIDE OF

CHRIST and unsaved (see 2

Corinthians 5:17)?

 

Measurements of Distance
We usually measure distance in

terms of miles. In Bible times this

was done differently. Here are some

examples:

Furlong(Greek-stadion): This was a

distance of about 600 feet (less than

one eighth of a mile). How far was

Emmaus from Jerusalem (Luke 24:13

and remember that a "score" equals

twenty)? ________________________

About how far had the disciples

rowed (John 6:19)?

 ________________________________

 

Mile(Greek-milion): Those living in

New Testament times also measured

distance by using the "mile" but this

mile was 1618 yards (eight furlongs) 

which is a little less than our

American mile (1760 yards). See

Matthew 5:41. 

 

A Day’s Journey: This was the

distance a person could normally

travel in one day, ordinarily 20 to 30

miles, but when traveling in a large

company (with women and

children), only ten miles. See Exodus

3:18. How far did Joseph and Mary

travel before they realized that Jesus

was missing (Luke 2:44)?

 ________________________________

 

How Can You Get To God?
You might be separated from your

grandparents or other relatives by a

great distance. Perhaps they live on

the other side of the United States

which means that thousands of

miles might separate you from

them! How can you get to them?

You must get in a car, bus, train or

plane and travel that great distance.

 

Because of sin, man is separated

from God:

 

Sinful Man <-----------------> | Holy God

Isaiah 59:2
 

How can man get to God? There is

no plane or rocket ship that will get

him there! How can man and God

be brought together?The Bible says

that God is "not _______ from any

one of us" (Acts 17:27). God is present

everywhere, but how can sinful man

get to God? Radio and television

waves are always present in a room, 



but if you do not have a radio or

television, you cannot pick these

waves up. The radio or television

must be plugged in and rightly

connected in order to get the sound

or the picture. God is not far from

any of us, but the problem is that

most people are not connected to

God in the right way.

 

There is only one way to get to God:

'Jesus told him, “I am the way, the

truth, and the life. No one can come

to the Father except through me.'

(John 14:6).

 

 

 

 

Only through the Savior, Jesus Christ,

can man be connected to God in the

right way!

 

Measurements Of Capacity
Dry Measures
In America we use bushels, pecks,

quarts and pints for dry measures.

Here are some of the measures that

were used in Bible times:

Handful: This was the natural

capacity of the human hand (as

when someone passes you a large

bag of popcorn and tells you to take

a handful!). See Leviticus 2:2.

 

Omer: An omer was equivalent to 5.1

pints. How much manna did God

provide for each man daily (Exodus

16:16)? __________________________

Homer: Originally this term

signified the amount a donkey could

carry, which would be less than eight

bushels. About how many bushels of

quail did the Israelites gather who

gathered the least (Numbers 11:32)?

________________________________

 

Liquid Measures
In America we use gallons, quarts

and pints for liquid measures. Here

are some of the measures that were

used in Bible times:

Firkin (Greek-Metretes): This was

about nine gallons (perhaps slightly

less). About how many gallons did

each waterpot contain in John 2:6?

________________________________

 

Bath: This was the largest liquid

measure used by the Jews in the Old

Testament. It was approximately the

amount of water carried in a jar from

the well by the daughters in a

household (see Gen. 24:15). Its

capacity was about six gallons. How

much water filled the "sea" (huge

vessel or basin) which Solomon built

for the temple (1 Kings 7:26)?

________________________________

 

Hin: A hin was 1/6 of a Bath,

approximately a gallon.   How much

water was the prophet Ezekiel told

to drink (Ezekiel 4:11)?

 _______________________________  

One-sixth of an hin was not very

much water.   It was approximately

one pint of water (one pint=two

cups).



How Much Do You Contain? 
Do you contain anything valuable?

Your body has about ten pints of

blood, 200 bones, 600 muscles and

much more! But do you contain

anything else?

 

If we are really saved, then the Bible

says, 'No one has ever seen God. But

if we love each other, God lives in us,

and his love is brought to full

expression in us.' (1 John 4:12). Every

believer contains the living God! He

fills us with Himself! This is amazing

when we remember that even the

great temple which Solomon built

and even the UNIVERSE cannot

contain such a big and such a great

God (see 2 Chronicles 6:18)! And yet

God is willing to put Himself within

every believer and make our heart

His home!

 

How much of God do you contain?

Does each believer have just a little

piece of God? No, we are not filled

with a little part, we are filled with

"all the _______________ of God"

(Ephesians 3:19). We do not have a

small part of God; we have ALL OF

GOD! Within every believer there is a

great treasure (2 Corinthians 4:7) --

the living God Himself!

 

If the President were going to stay in

your house for a week, would that

change the way you live? Would you

want to be on your best behavior?

Would you want him to see you 

fighting with your brothers and

sisters? Would you want to respect

your honored guest and please him

in every way? God is the honored

Guest who has come to live in the

heart of every believer! If we really

believe this, then this should make a

big difference in the way we live (1

Corinthians 6:19-20).

 

Measurements Of Weight
When we measure weight, we

usually talk about ounces or pounds

or tons. The Jews in Old Testament

times would talk of shekels and

talents:

Shekel: The weight of a shekel

varied, but it was usually from one

third to one half of an ounce. For

example, one shekel of silver would

be a piece of silver which weighed

about 1/3 or 1/2 ounce. According to

2 Chronicles 1:17, how much was an

Egyptian Chariot sold for?

________________________________

 

Talent: This was the largest weight

among the Hebrews. One talent was

about 3000 shekels (about 90

pounds). As we can see from 2 Kings

5:23, a talent was the full weight that

an able man could carry. Read 1

Kings 10:10; if one talent is the full

weight that one man could carry,

how many men would be needed to

carry all of this gold to King

Solomon? _______________________ 

In Revelation 16:21, what weighed

one talent? _______________  Would 



you want to be hit by one of these

ice bombs? _____________________

 

How Much Do God’s
Commandments Weigh?
 

Some people think that God’s

commandments are too heavy and

too burdensome. They say, "If I do

what God tells me to do, I’ll be a

miserable person! What God expects

me to do is too much! It’s too heavy!

It’s too much for me to bear!

 

"This is not true at all. The Bible says

the opposite: "His commandments

are not _____________________

(heavy, burdensome)" (1 John 5:3).

Jesus said, "My burden is

_______________ " (Matthew 11:30).

God has given us His commands, not

to crush us, but to bless us: "And the

Lord commanded us to do all these

statutes...for our ____________ 

always" (Deuteronomy 6:24).

 

The people who are really miserable

are the ones who disobey God’s

commands! It is SIN that puts a
heavy load on people. We sing the

song, "Once my heart was heavy with

a load of sin; Jesus took the load and

gave me peace within! Now I’m

happy and here’s the reason why:

Jesus took my burden all away!"

 

Measurements Of Value (Money)
We know what nickels, dimes,

quarters and dollars are, but let us

look at some of the coins mentioned

in the Bible:

Farthing (Greek-kodrantes):   This

was the smallest Roman coin in use,

equal in value to 1/64 of a denarius. A

denarius was the average wage that

a worker would receive for a day’s

work. Suppose a man earned

$128.00 for a day’s work. What would

be the value of a farthing?

_______________

 

Mite (Greek-lepta): This was the

smallest  Jewish  coin in use and it

was only worth half of a farthing

(Mark 12:42). How many mites did

the poor widow woman have (Mark

12:42)? ______ Was Jesus pleased

with her offering? ______ Why?

 

Penny (Greek-denarion): This was

the denarius (a Roman silver coin),

which was the ordinary pay or wages

for a day’s labor (see Matthew

20:2,4,7, etc.). In John 12:5 this

valuable ointment was worth 300

pence or denarii, which would be

the average wage for 300 days of

labor (almost what an average

worker would earn in one year).

 

How Valuable Are You?
There may be some people who do

not think you are worth very much at

all. You might have friends who treat

you in the wrong way as if you were

worth nothing! People may consider

you to be of no value at all.

 

Read Matthew 10:29-31. According to

these verses, you are very valuable to 

 

________________________________

 



Usually if we make something, it has value to us. When a girl makes a

beautiful sweater or when a boy builds a wooden sailboat, the person does

not throw these things away as if they are worth nothing. They are valuable

because the boy or girl has made them.

 

It is also true that if you buy something, it has a certain amount of value to

you.   If you buy a new bicycle, you would not take it to the dump and

consider it of no value. It is valuable to you because you bought it and

purchased it. If it had not been valuable to you and worth something to you,

then you would not have bought it.

 

Has God made you (John 1:3)? ________________ 

Has God bought you with a great price (1 Corinthians 6:20)?

________________ 

Are you valuable to God? ____________________

 

Am I valuable? God has made a way for me to be just as righteous as His

Son! Am I valuable? God has made a way for me (a sinful person) to get to

Himself (a holy God)! Am I valuable? God Himself has come to live and

dwell in my heart! Am I valuable? God has given me His Word and His

Commands for MY GOOD ALWAYS!

The first couple days of the week tend to be our busiest- make adjustments

as needed to work for your family. This isn't meant to overwhelm- but to fill

us with the things of the Lord! 

 

Think about this, how easy is it to play video games for hours? Watch movies

for hours? Play Legos for hours? (and hours)

 

I think that our time and dedication to God's word, understanding His ways,

and working toward righteous living is far more important than any of those

things- time spent in God's word is NEVER wasted time! Amen!
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Question: "Why did God command

Abraham to sacrifice Isaac?"

 

Answer: Abraham had obeyed God

many times in his walk with Him, but

no test could have been more severe

than the one in  Genesis 22. God

commanded, “Take your son, your

only son, Isaac, whom you love, and

go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice

him there as a burnt offering”

(Genesis 22:2a).

 

This was an astounding command

because Isaac was the son of

promise. God had promised several

times that from Abraham’s own

body would come a nation as

multitudinous as the stars in heaven

(Genesis 12:2–3;  15:4–5). Later,

Abraham was specifically told that

the promise would be through Isaac

(Genesis 21:12).

 

How did Abraham respond to God’s

command to sacrifice Isaac? With

immediate obedience; early the next

morning, Abraham started on his

journey with two servants, a donkey

and his beloved son Isaac, with

firewood for the offering. His

unquestioning obedience to God’s

confusing command gave God the

glory He deserves and is an example

to us of how to glorify God. When we

obey as Abraham did, trusting that

God’s plan is best, we exalt His 

attributes and praise Him. Abraham’s

obedience in the face of this

crushing command extolled God’s

sovereign love, His trustworthiness,

and His goodness, and it provided an

example for us to follow. His faith in

the God he had come to know and

love placed Abraham in the

pantheon of faithful heroes

in Hebrews 11.

 

Abraham’s faith was such that, even

if he had sacrificed Isaac, he believed

the Lord would keep His word and

raise Isaac from the dead (Hebrews

11:17–19). God uses Abraham’s faith as

an example of the type of faith

required for salvation.  Genesis

15:6 says, “Abram believed the LORD,

and he credited it to him as

righteousness.” This truth is the basis

of the Christian faith, as reiterated

in  Romans 4:3  and  James 2:23. The

righteousness that was credited to

Abraham is the same righteousness

credited to us when we receive by

faith the sacrifice God provided for

our sins—Jesus Christ. “God made

him who had no sin to be sin for us,

so that in him we might become the

righteousness of God” (2 Corinthians

5:21).

 

The Old Testament story of Abraham

is the basis of the New Testament

teaching of the atonement, the

sacrificial offering of the Lord Jesus 



 on the cross for the sin of mankind.

Jesus said, many centuries later,

“Your father Abraham rejoiced at the

thought of seeing my day; he saw it

and was glad” (John 8:56). The

following are some of the parallels

between the two biblical accounts:• 

“Take your son, your only son,

Isaac” (v. 2); “For God so loved the

world that he gave his one and

only Son…” (John 3:16).• 

 

“Go to the region of Moriah.

Sacrifice him there…” (v. 2); it is

believed that this area is where

the city of Jerusalem was built

many years later, where Jesus was

crucified outside its city walls

(Hebrews 13:12).• 

 

“Sacrifice him there as a burnt

offering” (v. 2); “Christ died for our

sins according to the Scriptures” (1

Corinthians 15:3).• 

 

“Abraham took the wood for the

burnt offering and placed it on his

son Isaac” (v. 6); Jesus, “carrying his

own cross. . .” (John 19:17).• 

 

“But where is the lamb for the

burnt offering?” (v. 7); John said,

“Look, the Lamb of God, who takes

away the sin of the world!” (John

1:29).• 

 

Isaac, the son, acted in obedience

to his father in becoming the

sacrifice (v. 9); Jesus prayed, “My

Father, if it is possible, may this

cup be taken from me. Yet not as I

will, but as you will” (Matthew

26:39).• 

Resurrection – Isaac (figuratively)

and Jesus in reality: “By faith

Abraham, when God tested him,

offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who

had received the promises was

about to sacrifice his one and only

son, even though God had said to

him, ‘It is through Isaac that your

offspring will be reckoned.’

Abraham reasoned that God

could raise the dead, and

figuratively speaking, he did

receive Isaac back from death”

(Hebrews 11:17–19); Jesus “was

buried, and . . . was raised on the

third day according to the

Scriptures” (1 Corinthians 15:4).

 

 

Copy Write  Psalm 22:26-27.

 

 

Below is an image of the Dome of

the Rock in Jerusalem, Israel.

 

Look it up- what is it there for? What

is the connection between that and

today's reading in Genesis?



Matthew 22
The Parable of the Marriage Feast 
Here the king’s servants were

rejected and killed resulting in the

King’s fierce anger and the

destruction of the guilty ones.

 

The religious leaders felt the thrust of

these parables and perceived that

Christ was speaking against them

(Matthew 21:45). In this they were

correct. These parables exposed the

enemies of Christ and revealed the

judgment which must of necessity

result from the rejection of the

Messiah.

 

God’s Kingdom and Caesar’s
Kingdom
The Pharisees and Herodians were

sent by the priests, scribes and elders

(Mark 11:27) with the purpose of

entrapping the Lord in His speech

(Matthew 22:15). They pretended to

respect Christ for who He was

(Matthew 22:16) but the Lord knew

their hypocrisy (verse 18 and Mark

12:15).

 

"Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar, or

not?" (Mark 12:14) An affirmative

response would offend the people

who were burdened with the Roman

yoke. A negative response would not

be pleasing to the Roman officials,

and Christ could be charged with

insurrection. The Lord responded

immediately and pointedly

(Matthew 22:18). He asked to see the 

money (Matt. 22:19) and they brought

to Him a penny (a denarius). After

they identified the image on the coin

He said, 

"Give to Caesar the things that are

Caesar’s, and to God the things that

are God’s" (verse 21). This answer

silenced the questioners and sent

them on their way (verse 22). Our

Lord gave full respect to Rome

(compare Rom. 13:1-7) as well as to

God. The very fact that His

questioners brought forth the

Roman coin proved that they had

themselves accepted the Roman

rule and were living by it. As such

"they could not take hold of His

words before the people" (Luke

20:26). They were obligated to render

unto Caesar what was rightfully his.

To fail to do this would be to

endanger their own relationship with

the Roman officials. They were also

obligated to give to God what is

rightfully His. It was here that they

were lacking.

 

Every person first and foremost has

responsibilities to fulfill before God.

Our duty to God is of utmost

importance. When we give God His

rightful place, then we learn how to

be responsible to others that God

has allowed to be over us such as

governmental officials, parents,

teachers, pastors, etc. The Jews in the

days of Christ refused to give their

Messiah His rightful place in their

hearts.

 

Jesus Answers the Sadducees 
The Sadducees once approached

the Lord Jesus with a problem

selected from a situational ethics

textbook! These religious liberals,

dressed in pious hypocrisy, asked the

Lord a question about something 



which they didn’t even believe in

(Matt. 22:23). It involved the

resurrection of the dead. Their

question was absurd and their error

was that they did not know the

Scriptures, nor the power of God. If

they had a knowledge of Biblical

truth the resurrection would be no

problem to them. If they knew the

power of God they would not get so

hung up on the supernatural. Their

concept of God was very corrupt.

Christ taught them the truth

concerning the resurrection (22:30).

He then dealt with their primary

problem--unbelief in the resurrection

itself. In doing so He pointed them to

the account of the burning bush in

Exodus chapter 3. It was there that

God spoke to Moses saying, "I am the

God of Abraham, and the God of

Isaac, and the God of Jacob" (Exodus

3:6). [Notice the verse does not say, “I

was the God of Abraham, and the

God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.”]

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob had all

died long before the time of Moses,

when God spoke these words. If God

was the God of the living (and who

would deny that?) then the fathers

must have been living when God

spoke those words. This was proof,

therefore, of life after death (which

the Sadducees denied). The Lord’s

argument was received favorably by

the listening crowd (verse 33).

 

Notice that these were religious

people who did not believe the Bible

at all. The Sadducees did not believe

in the resurrection of men; they

denied hell; they did not believe in

angels, etc. Compare Acts 23:8. The 

Bible clearly teaches these truths,

but the Sadducees denied these

clear teachings of Scripture. Likewise

today many clergymen deny that the

Bible is without error; they deny the

deity of Christ; they deny hell, and

they deny many other foundational

errors. If the Lord had come to our

world today, instead of to the first

century world, He would be just as

unpopular among the religious

leaders, and He would be rejected

just as much as He was 2000 years

ago. Things have not changed.

Unbelieving men have not changed.

Every person first and foremost has

responsibilities to fulfill before God.

Our duty to God is of utmost

importance. When we give God His

rightful place, then we learn how to

be responsible to others that God

has allowed to be over us such as

governmental officials, parents,

teachers, pastors, etc. The Jews in the

days of Christ refused to give their

Messiah His rightful place in their

hearts.

 

 Jesus Answers the Pharisees 
Next, the Pharisees came along to

test or quiz the Lord. These men

were devoted to hair-splitting

legalism. They carried on lengthy

debates about the commandments,

arguing whether any particular one

was great or small, heavy or light. It

was natural that they often debated

the question as to which

commandment in the law was the

greatest commandment. Keep in

mind that there were 613

commandments in the law of Moses,

and of these 248 were positive 



commands and 365 were negative commands. The Lord gave a most

memorable, beautiful reply. The greatest commandment sums up all of the

Godward duties; the second greatest sums up all of the manward duties. If

these two laws are carried out, then all of the 613 will be carried out as well.

Of course, the problem is that sinful man will miserably fail to

do both of these key commands, and this is why he needs a Savior! The

Jewish religious leaders were about to prove how much they did not love

the Lord their God—they would soon crucify God’s only Savior!

 

Starting in verse 41 the Lord Jesus Himself took the offensive and asked them

a question: What do you think of the Messiah? Whose Son is He? They said,

"The Son of David" (all Jews recognized that the Messiah would be a

descendant of King David because the Old Testament Scriptures made this

clear). Then the Lord asked them why David, in Psalm 110:1, called the

Messiah "Lord." How can David’s Son be David’s Lord? They could not

answer this question. 

 

At a later time the Apostle Paul clearly answered this question that the

Pharisees could not answer. Paul’s answer is found in Romans 1:3-4.

According to His humanity, Jesus was the son of David (according to the

flesh), but according to His deity, Jesus was the Son of God, and thus David’s

LORD!

 

 

 

 

It’s very important that we have a right concept and

understanding of Who Jesus Christ really is. 

He is perfect Man and perfect God. He is the GOD-MAN. 

He was always God (John 1:1-2) but He became man (John 1:14).



WRITER'S TEA TIME // BAKING
Writer's Tea Time! Set the table with some candles, bake a treat, make some

tea (or cocoa, or something special!), and let's have fun writing!

 

For today's activity, we're going to work through The Elements of Style and

proper comma placement. Many adults don't use these properly- so let's

make sure we know proper placement!

 

In a series of three or more terms with a single conjunction, use a comma

after each term except the last.

 

Write:  red, white, and blue          gold, silver, or copper 

He opened the letter, read it, and made a note of its contents.

 

This is also the usage of the Government Printing Office and of the Oxford

University Press.In the names of business firms the last comma is omitted, as,

Brown, Shipley & Co.

 

Having a chalkboard, white board, or even just one paper everyone can see

and work off of will also be just fine!

 

Go around the table- have everyone list somewhere they'd like to travel.

Write them out, then show the kids the proper placement (if this is review

for older kids, let them place the commas).

 

No everyone list something they would like to do; place commas correctly.

 

Now finish this sentence:

Mr. Walton left the house to go __________ , ___________ , _____________,

and _________.  Write down the sentence the kids (and other participants)

come up with- but let THEM place the commas!

 

Once you're done, do more if you feel they need it, let everyone enjoy

working on their own writer's projects. We use on tab in our notebook just

for Writer's Tea Time activities. Be available to help answer questions,

brainstorm, structure, etc...



This is a very basic, plain scone recipe. You can totally get creative and add

anything your heart desires. Chopped nuts, berries, spices like cinnamon or

ginger, citrus zest, or chocolate chips would all make delicious add-ins.

 

You can even ice them with a powdered sugar glaze, or drizzle them

with  Chocolate Glaze. But they’re just as delicious as-is, with a little soft

butter or jam. So yummy with a cup of tea, coffee, or cocoa! Especially when

they’re warm.  [Recipe from BakingAMoment.Com]

Ingredients
2 cups all-purpose flour 

1/3 cup granulated sugar

1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder

1/2 teaspoon kosher salt

1/2 cup (1 stick) unsalted butter, cold

1/2 cup heavy whipping cream cold

 

Instructions
Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F and line a baking sheet with parchment.

 

Place the flour, sugar, baking powder, and salt in the bowl of a food

processor, and pulse to combine.

 

Cut the butter into pieces, and add to the food processor.

 

Pulse the food processor until the mixture resembles coarse meal.

 

With the food processor running on low speed, stream in the cream.

 

When the dough has gathered itself into a ball, turn off the food processor

and divide the dough into two equal portions.

 

Flatten each portion of dough into a disc shape, about 1 1/2-inches thick.

 

Score each disc into 6 triangles with a knife, and pull the triangles slightly

away from one another (allowing about 1/2-inch in between).

 

Bake the scones for 14 to 18 minutes, or until set in the centers and slightly

golden on the bottoms.

B U T T E R Y  S C O N E S

If you do not have a food processor,
simply soften the butter, and mix
to combine!
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Question: "What is the significance

of the cave of Machpelah?"

 

Answer: The cave of Machpelah, also

called the Cave of the Patriarchs, is

located near the ancient city of

Hebron in Israel. The cave of

Machpelah is the burial place of

Abraham and Sarah, Isaac and

Rebekah, and Jacob and Leah. While

in Canaan, Abraham purchased

a burial place for his wife, Sarah, after

her death. The field he bought had

belonged to a Hittite named Ephron.

“So Ephron’s field in Machpelah near

Mamre—both the field and the cave

in it, and all the trees within the

borders of the field—was deeded to

Abraham as his property” (Genesis

23:17–18). Later, Abraham’s sons

buried him in the same spot (Genesis

25:9–10), and Jacob and Esau buried

Isaac in the cave of Machpelah, per

his instructions. And, in Egypt, Jacob

gave his sons a solemn command to

bury him in Canaan on the family

property: “Bury me with my fathers in

the cave in the field of Ephron the

Hittite, the cave in the field of

Machpelah, near Mamre in Canaan,

which Abraham bought along with

the field as a burial place from

Ephron the Hittite. There Abraham

and his wife Sarah were buried, there

Isaac and his wife Rebekah were

buried, and there I buried Leah. The 

field and the cave in it were bought

from the Hittites” (Genesis 49:29–32).

 

Today, the cave of Machpelah is

inaccessible, but the area over the

cave is the site of a large mosque

called the Ibrahimi Mosque or,

alternately, the Sanctuary of

Abraham. The place is sacred to

Muslims and Jews, and both groups

have separate, limited access to the

building.

 

For Christians today, there is no

major significance to the cave of

Machpelah other than historical

interest. Abraham and Isaac and

Jacob and their wives are not at

Machpelah but in heaven in the

presence of the Lord Jesus Christ, the

Messiah to whom they looked

forward with faith and anticipation.

God is “not the God of the dead, but

of the living” (Mark 12:27). The fact

that all the patriarchs of Israel

desired to be buried in Canaan

shows their faith in God’s promise to

give the land  of Canaan to their

family. Their faith, rather than their

tomb, is the most fitting monument

for Christians.



Psalm 23 is very popular, free writing

today- copy write this psalm. This is

another great one to commit to

memory!

 

Matthew 23
The Sins of the Pharisees (23:1-36)
In this chapter we have the Lord’s

strong words of denunciation. He

pronounces "seven woes" upon the

scribes and Pharisees, those religious,

self-righteous leaders who were

leading the people astray. The Lord

always had mercy and compassion

on those who were down and out

sinners, but He had nothing but

severe condemnation towards these

religious leaders who outwardly

seemed to be upright and

exemplary Jews. However, the

Pharisees were hypocrites, and if we

could look past their masks, we

would see that inwardly they were

full of sin.

 

Here are some of the sins of the

Pharisees that are mentioned in

Matthew 23:

1. They failed to practice what they

preached (23:3).

2. Their preaching reached everyone but

themselves (23:4).

3. They loved the praise of men (23:5-7).

4. They deceived and were themselves

deceived (23:13).

5. They pretended to be righteous while

living unrighteously (23:14).

6. They fervently made disciples who

were headed for hell (23:15)

7. They rejected the higher authority

(23:16-22).

8. They obeyed the minor points of the

law but disobeyed major

commandments (23:23-24).

9. They nurtured a clean appearance to

cover inward iniquity (23:25-28)

10. They professed innocence but were

guilty murderers and enemies of God’s

servants (23:29-36).

 

The language the Lord used against

these Jewish religious leaders is

quite remarkable. He pronounced

“woes” upon them (verses 13, 14, 15, 16,

23, 25, 27, 29). He called them snakes

and vipers (verse 33). He called them

hypocrites (verses 13, 14, 15, 23, 25, 27,

29). He called them “blind” (verses 16,

17, 19, 24, 26). He called them “fools”

(verses 17, 19). He called them

murderers (verses 34-35). He

promised them that they would not

escape “hell” and “wrath” and

“damnation” (verses 14, 15, 32-33). It is

a very serious matter to God when a

person is in a position of leadership

in which he, by his teaching and by

his example, leads people to hell.

God has no toleration for this.

 

The Lord’s Lament Over Jerusalem
(23:37-39)
Verse 37 is a key verse. In the midst of

the terrible depravity and sin of man,

the Lord Jesus still had a heart of

compassion for His people. Notice

the contrast, "I would...you would

not." "I was willing...you were not

willing!" God would have sheltered

His people under His wings, and

protected them, but they were not

willing to come to God. They proved 



this by the way they treated God’s

messengers, the prophets. As a

result, there was no choice for God

except to bring judgment upon

Jerusalem: 'And now, look, your

house is abandoned and desolate.

(Matthew 23:38). This was literally

fulfilled in 70 A.D. when the Romans

came and destroyed the temple and

the city under General Titus.  

 

In spite of all this, the Jewish people

still have hope. They still have a

future. Even though the kingdom of

God would be taken away from this

Christ-rejecting generation of Jews

(Matthew 21:43), yet there is coming a

future generation of Jews who will

not reject the Messiah, but will

receive Him. This will take place prior

to the Second Coming of Christ. There is

a future generation of Jews who will

truly say, "Blessed is He that comes in

the Name of the Lord" (Matthew 23:39).

The Lord will return the second time to

a repentant nation. Study Zechariah

12:10-14. The future restoration of Israel is

clearly taught in the Bible. Spurgeon

observed:

 

I think we do not attach sufficient
importance to the restoration of the
Jews. We do not think enough of it. But
certainly, if there is anything promised
in the Bible it is this. I imagine that you
cannot read the Bible without seeing
clearly that there is to be an actual
restoration of the children of
Israel...May that happy day soon
come!
 

 --Charles Spurgeon (1834-1892)

When Christ came to His own the

first time they rejected Him (John

1:11), but when He comes unto His

own the second time (following the

great tribulation), they will receive

Him as their Messiah and as their

Savior. In the next chapter (Matthew

24) the Lord Jesus will explain and

give details concerning that great

time of tribulation which will come

upon the earth prior to the Lord’s

second coming.

 

Thus this section of Matthew has many

contrasts. It begins with the Jewish

people rejoicing because the King has

come into their city; it ends with the

King weeping and lamenting over the

sin of the people and announcing His

quickly approaching judgment upon

the city of Jerusalem.

 

At the beginning the people

seemed to be embracing the

Messiah, but as we continue reading

through these chapters we discover

that their true attitude was one of

rejection.

 

So it is in our day as well. There are

people who outwardly seem to

embrace Christianity, but on closer

inspection we learn that they actually

reject the Christ whom they profess to

believe in. They honor Him with their

lips but their heart is far from Him. They

put on a good outward show, but there

is no inward reality to go with it. They

have a form of godliness but they reject

the power thereof (2 Tim. 3:5). God is

looking for truth in the inward parts

(Psalm 51:5).



C R A F T I N G  I N  A C T I O N  / /  M A T H
Last week you chose 1 area (room, drawer, closet) to minimize. You also

searched scripture to get to the root cause, the heart of the matter, in WHY

this is important. Did you like the process? How did you feel going through

all the stuff? Did doing this in general make you upset? I think quite often we

find ourselves becoming incredibly attached to STUFF. Things. The world. We

want to store up our treasure here on Earth, but should that be how we, as

followers of Christ, live? 

 

How have you felt now with the past week having gone by? Do you enjoy the

cleaner, more open space, even a little? How often, if at all, have you

absolutely HAD to go back to grab something?

 

Guess what we're doing this week? Pick another space! Another room, closet,

etc... and repeat the same steps! 

 

Clear EVERYTHING out, clean the space really well, put back only what you

ABSOLUTELY need, bag/box everything else up and get it out of sight & out

of mind!

 

I promise you- this skill will come in VERY handy in MANY different ways

throughout your life. For now- cleaning up won't take so long, and Mom

might not be so grumpy. But even more important-- you will start clearing

your heart from loving the things of this world! And that's always worth

working on! 

PROS of Minimizing: CONS of Minimizing:













D A Y  2 9  / /  W E E K  6
The narrative is starting to shift to Abraham's son, Isaac, now and his life. His

story today will play a major role in the chapters to come- but here is a little

more information about Isaac:

 

Though much of Isaac's story is narrative without many readily applicable

lessons to our lives, we do see in Isaac a heart surrendered to God's will. For

example, he was obedient to Abraham and Sarah and apparently trusting of

their guidance. He obeyed when God told him to remain in the land despite

the famine and the attacks of his enemies. When Isaac discovered that he

had been deceived by his son Jacob, he accepted and submitted to what he

recognized as God’s will, in spite of it being completely against the accepted

tradition at the time. Just as Isaac discovered, we, too, must remember that

God’s ways are not our ways or His thoughts the same as ours (Isaiah 55:8).

Isaac's story also demonstrates God's faithfulness to His promises—He had

made a covenant with Abraham and would continue to uphold it with Isaac

and with Isaac's son Jacob.

 

Though there are no great achievements to speak of concerning Isaac’s life,

it was Isaac whom God chose to continue the covenant line, the same line

that would produce the Messiah, Jesus. And for many generations the

Jewish nation described their God as the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

Indeed, there are several passages of Scripture where God describes Himself

in the same manner (e.g., Exodus 3:6). Isaac is listed with the other patriarchs

and has a place in God’s kingdom (Luke 13:28). And there is no greater honor

we can hope to achieve.

Psalm 24 is a wonderful Psalm- and one that has influenced many

songwriters and poets.

 

Copy write Psalm 24:3-5. 

 

Are your hands and heart pure? Do you never tell lies? We should all think of

these scriptures every day- remember them as we always are looking to

obey and serve the Lord!



Chapter 24 is VERY important and is going to be a longer study- finish

tomorrow (or even this weekend) as needed! It's very important though so

don't skip it!

The King is Coming!
The message of John the Baptist was,

“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is

at hand (near)” (Matthew 3:2). The Lord

Jesus began His earthly public ministry

by preaching the same message:

“Repent for the kingdom is at hand”

(Matthew 4:17). The preaching of this

message is called the “preaching of the

gospel (good news) of the kingdom”

(Matthew 4:23). This was a message of

good news and the good news had to

do with the Kingdom which was near

(“at hand”). The King Himself was

present on earth. The Kingdom was

something that the Jews looked for and

longed for. They knew what the

Kingdom was all about because the

prophets (Isaiah, Daniel, Ezekiel,

Jeremiah, Micah and many others) all

had much to say about the Kingdom.

They knew that it would be a time

when there would be no wars on earth,

when the Messiah would reign, when

the wolf would dwell with the lamb,

etc.

 

“The Kingdom is at hand!” This was

good news for the Jews who were

under the very difficult Roman rule and

yoke. But there was part of the message

which the Jews did not like. This was

the “repent” part! This is what the great

majority of the nation failed to do.

 

We learned from the Sermon on the

Mount (Matthew 5-7) that there are

certain spiritual requirements for

entrance into the Kingdom. There is a

“righteousness” which is required (Matt.

5:20).

The Lord showed them that they lacked

the righteousness which was required.

The Jews were not spiritually qualified

to enter the Kingdom.

 

In Matthew chapters 8-9 the Lord Jesus

performed miracle after miracle (a

series of 12 recorded miracles) showing

that He was perfectly qualified as God’s

Messiah, as God’s anointed King.

 

In Matthew chapter 10 the 12 disciples

are sent forth and they are told to

preach the same message, the same

gospel of the Kingdom: “The kingdom

of heaven is at hand” (10:7; see also 9:35).

The key question was whether the

Jewish people would repent. What

would they do with their King–embrace

Him or reject Him?

 

In our study of Matthew 11-12 we

learned of the terrible rejection of Christ

by the people of Israel. Notice the

phrase in Matthew 11:20--“they repented

not.” The message was, “Repent, for the

kingdom of heaven is at hand,” but

“they repented not.” The establishment

of the Kingdom depended upon the

repentance of the people of Israel.

Because the people did not repent and

because they rejected their Messiah

and King, the Kingdom was not

established at this time.

 

Thus in Matthew 13 we have the

“mysteries of the kingdom” which

involved brand new revelation. This new

revelation covered the period of time

between the rejection of the Messiah

and His return at the end of the age.



God was revealing that there would

now be an interval of time between the

King’s rejection and His coming back to

earth to establish His Kingdom at the

end of the age. The length of this

interval is not revealed, but it has now

been nearly 2000 years.

 

What would happen during this

interval? What would happen during

this time between the two comings of

Christ? One of the most important

things to happen during this time was

revealed by the Lord in Matthew l6:18--“I

will build (I will be building) My church.”

God is visiting the nations of the world

calling out a people for His Name (Acts

15:14).

 

After His obvious rejection by the

Jewish people the Lord Jesus

announced His coming death (Matthew

16:21; 17:22-23; 20:17-19). Would the

death of Christ mean the end of the

Kingdom? No! The transfiguration was a

picture or preview of the coming

Kingdom given to three disciples

(Matthew 17). The King would come one

day in power and great glory (which is

what Matthew chapter 24 is all about).

 

As the Lord marched to the cross His

rejection became more and more

obvious. Though it seemed that He was

enthusiastically received at the

triumphal entry, this was not a genuine

reception (as we studied in the previous

lesson). It was like the fig tree. From a

distance it looked very promising, but

upon closer inspection it was a great

disappointment. The Jews did not want

their Messiah. Their stubborn refusal

and rejection of Christ is seen in 

Matthew 23:38--“I would...but you would

not.” Israel said NO to their God and

their Messiah. The result was judgment:

“Your house (the temple) is left 

 abandoned and desolate.”

 

But there was still hope for the future: A

future generation of Jews (compare

Matt. 21:43) will genuinely repent and

call upon the name of the Lord

(Matthew 23:39). It will be at that time

that the nation will see their King!

 

The Olivet Discourse
Our Lord’s teaching in Matthew

chapters 24-25 has been called the

“Olivet Discourse” simply because the

Lord sat upon the Mount of Olives as He

gave this important message about

prophecy (verse 3). The Mount of Olives

is a ridge of hills east of Jerusalem, and

separated from Jerusalem by the

Jehoshaphat Valley. The message is

introduced in the first three verses. The

Lord Jesus predicted a total destruction

of the temple: 'I tell you the truth, they

will be completely demolished. Not one

stone will be left on top of another!”'

(Matthew 24:2).

 

After hearing this, four disciples (James,

John, Peter and Andrew--Mark. 13:3)

came to Jesus privately and asked Him

two questions: 

1)   When shall these things be? 
2) What shall be the sign of Your       
 coming and of the end of the age?
 

This first question is not answered in

Matthew’s gospel but it is answered in

Luke 21:20-24, which refers to the

destruction of the temple by the

Romans in 70 A.D. under General Titus.



This second question is answered in

Matthew 24. In this chapter, the Lord

Jesus gives us the signs of the Second

coming which will take place just prior

to the end of the age. The Lord’s

Second coming to earth at the end of

the age should not take believers by

surprise. It will be preceded by signs,

and the signs point us to the nearness

of the event: 'In the same way, when

you see all these things, you can know

his return is very near, right at the door.'

(Matthew 24:33).

 

Signs and No Signs
Someday the great King will come to

this earth and set up His glorious

Kingdom. When shall this be? How do

we know if the time is drawing near for

this great event to take place? What

signs should we look for?

 

Consider the illustration of the autumn

season. The autumn season is preceded

by many signs (indications that tell you

that fall is coming). What are some
ways you can tell when the season is
changing? When the stores start

selling fall decorations, you know

autumn is coming. When you see the

leaves starting to change colors,  you

know that autumn is coming. When

you see pumpkins and gourds  for sale

you know autumn is coming. When you

feel the crisp cool in the morning

air,  you know autumn is near. These

signs are unmistakable. They point

clearly to the coming of the autumn

season.

 

Likewise the signs mentioned in

Matthew 24 anticipate the Second

coming event, when Christ comes in 

power and great glory to this earth to

be the earth’s King. “When you see

these things, know that it is near, even

at the doors” (Matthew 24:33).

 

The teacher will need to help the

students understand that there is a

difference between the rapture of the

church (described in John 14:3; 1 Cor.

15:51-52; 1 Thess. 4:13-18; Tit. 2:13 etc.) and

the second coming to earth described

in Matthew 24. The rapture takes place

at least seven years before the second

coming to earth. The second coming is

preceded by definite signs, but the

rapture is not announced by any signs.

The rapture may take place at any time.

Nothing needs to be fulfilled before the

rapture takes place. God alone knows

the time of this event and He has not

revealed it to us.

 

The second coming is preceded by

signs; the rapture is preceded by no

signs. If we can liken the second

coming to autumn then we can liken

the rapture to summer. Summer comes

before fall, just like the rapture comes

before the second coming. Fall is a

season preceded by many signs, but

summer is a season that is generally

without signs. People do not generally

decorate their homes for summer and

they do not generally see too many

tokens in the stores. Autumn is

preceded by many signs but summer 

 is basically a sign-less season.

 

The application: When we see the

signs of the second coming, these signs

should tell us something about the

nearness of the rapture. When we begin

to see the signs of the second coming, 



then we know that the rapture is at

hand because the rapture is an event

which takes place at least seven years

before the event that the signs are

pointing to. The signs tell us that the

second coming is near and that the

rapture is even nearer.

 

Conditions Before the End
There are events that belong with the

end of the age, and there are other

events that take place before the end of

the age. In Matthew 24:4-14 we have at

least nine major characteristics of this

period before the end:

1) false Christs (24:4-5)

2) wars and rumors of wars (24:6-7)

3) famines (24:7)

4) pestilence (24:7)

5) earthquakes (24:7)

6) many martyrs (24:8-10)

7) false prophets (24:11)

8) increasing evil and loss of fervent love

(24:12)

9) worldwide preaching of the gospel of

the Kingdom (24:13-14)

 

These are general signs which have

generally characterized the period

between the first and second comings

of Christ, and these probably will

become much more intensified as we

draw closer to the close of the age.

 

There are two verses which indicate

that these signs are not indicators of

the very end of the age:

 

Verse 6–“all these things must come to

pass but the end is not yet.” The end is

still yet ahead! The end of the age has

not yet arrived.

Verse 8–“All these are the beginning of

sorrows.” The term “sorrows” means

“birth pangs” or “birth pains.” The

imagery is that of a woman in labor

about to have a baby. When a woman

first goes into labor there are pains, but

they do not come as often and they are

not as painful as they will be later. Later

on close to the birth, the contractions

come closer together and the pains are

intensified and much greater. The

things that Jesus described belong to

the initial phase of birth pains (“the

beginning of sorrows”), not to the end

phase which will be more severe and

much more intense.

 

Many see similarities between the

things mentioned in Matthew 24:4-14

and the first four horses in Revelation

chapter 6 (first four seals):

1) First horse—a false Christ (the

Antichrist); Compare Matthew 24:5.

2) Second horse—war; compare

Matthew 24:6.

3) Third horse—famine; compare

Matthew 24:7.

4) Fourth horse—death; compare

Matthew 24:9.

 

These seals break open during the first

half of the tribulation period (the first

3½ years of Daniel’s 70 week).

 

The Great Tribulation
After the initial birth pains will come

the very severe pains, and the Lord

Jesus described an unparalleled time of

trouble upon the earth. This great time

of trouble is described by the Lord in

verse 21: “For then shall be great

tribulation (trouble, affliction, difficulty), 



such as was not since the beginning of

the world to this time, no, nor ever shall

be.”

 

Notice that there has never been a time

like this great tribulation. It will be the

most difficult time the world has ever

known. The Bible also teaches this in

Daniel 12:1 and Jeremiah 30:7 which

refers to this time as the great “time of

trouble” and “the time of Jacob’s

(Israel’s) trouble. Both of these passages

also emphasize that this time will be

unique in human history. It will be the

most difficult period of history this

world has ever experienced.

 

Help the students to think seriously

about the full import of these words.

Our world has gone through some very

difficult times. There have been times of

great famine and great hunger. There

have been times when thousands have

died from disease. In the 14th century

about one-fourth of all the people in

Europe (about 25 million people) died

of a terrible disease which was called

the “Black Death.” There have been

terrible wars fought on Planet Earth,

including two great world wars. This

world has also known some very cruel

rulers such as Pharaoh who lived in the

days of Moses and Nero who lived in

the days of Paul and Peter and Hitler

who lived in the 20th century and was a

mass murderer. Great numbers of

people have suffered under rulers such

as these. There have also been terrible

persecutions which have taken place in

history (believers martyred under the

Romans, later under the Spanish

Inquisition, etc.). As for the Jewish

people, think of the Holocaust when six 

million Jews were put to death in

Europe.

 

In light of all these facts from history,

how could the future be any worse? It’s

hard to imagine, yet the Lord clearly

taught that the worst is yet to come.

The world is headed for a time of

trouble which it has never known

before. Planet Earth has gone through

some whirlwinds of trouble, but a great

tornado is on its way!

 

The beginning of the great tribulation is

marked by a key event mentioned in

Matthew 24:15: '“The day is coming

when you will see what Daniel the

prophet spoke about—the sacrilegious

object that causes desecration standing

in the Holy Place.  (in the tribulation

temple in Jerusalem).” 

 

This is when the Antichrist (the man of

sin) will set up an image of himself in

the temple of Jerusalem and demand

the worship of himself. We learn about

this event in Revelation chapter 13, 2

Thessalonians chapter 2 and Daniel

9:27. This event will mark the beginning

of great persecution for the Jewish

people and they will need to flee

Jerusalem for their lives (see also

Revelation chapter 12).

 

The End of the Great Tribulation
The great tribulation will be brought to

an end by the second coming of Christ

to the earth (Matthew 24:29-31) where

we are told that the second coming will

take place “immediately after the

tribulation of those days.” The King of

Kings will return to this earth to set up

His Kingdom on this earth. Thus the 



worst time the world has ever known

will be followed by the best time. The

worst time is coming but the best days

are still ahead. No matter how dark the

days might get, true believers can pray,

“Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10).

 

The Length of the Great Tribulation
The best thing about the great

tribulation is that it does not last for a

long time. In Daniel 9:27 we learn about

the final 7 years before Christ comes. It

is described in terms of a “week” made

up, not of seven days, but of seven years

(a week of years). The abomination of

desolation will take place in the middle

of this week (the middle point of 7 years

is 3½ years). From the middle of the

week to the end of the week is also 3½

years, and this is the length of the great

tribulation.

 

Even though the great tribulation will

be a very difficult time to live, the good

news is that it will be a very short time

(it takes an average student four years

to get through college, but the great

tribulation will not even last that long).

World War II was a very terrible and

difficult war, but it only lasted five years.

Most people do not enjoy sitting in the

dentist’s chair, but they know they will

not sit there very long (maybe one or

two hours at the most), so they endure

it knowing that the time will soon pass.

If they had to sit there for two or three

days they would probably never do it!

When we go through personal

difficulties or trials sometimes it is

encouraging just to remember that the

trouble will not last forever. There is an

end to it. God is very good to us to

make times of trouble not last too long.

This is the meaning of Matthew 24:22

(“except those days be shortened”). God

will make this very difficult time a short

time (compare Revelation 12:12, “a short

time”). He will only allow it to last 3½

years, a brief 42 months (Revelation 11:2;

13:5).

 

There Will Be No Mistaking the
Second coming; It Will Be Obvious!
From time to time we hear about a

person who claims to be the Messiah,

the Christ. The Lord told us to expect

people to make such claims (Matthew

24:5,11,23,24). But Jesus also said, “Don't

believe it!” (v. 23). When the real Christ

comes to earth there will be no

mistaking it. The whole world will know!

It will not be done in secret (verse 26),

but it will be obvious to all (verse 27).

Why is this so? Because Jesus will come

“in power and great glory” (v.30) When

Christ came to earth the first time, very

few knew it. When He comes to earth

the second time, all will know it. Every
eye will see Him (Revelation 1:7).

 

In Matthew 24:26 “desert” signifies a

remote place. You will not find the true

Messiah out there in some deserted

area. If someone claims that the true

Messiah is located in some remote

place, don’t be deceived. Or, if they

claim that He is to be found in secret

chambers or in a private room, don’t

believe them. The Greek term “private

room” is also found in Matthew 6:6

where the Lord was recommending

private prayer, rather than public prayer

for the purpose of being seen by men.

The Lord’s coming will not be a private

affair, known by only a few people. You

will not find Him in some secret

location. On the contrary, His coming

will be a public affair, known by 



everyone. “Every eye will see Him”

(Revelation 1:7). The world will not
miss this event. No one will say, “I

wonder if the Lord has come back to

earth?” It will be clear and obvious to all.

His coming will not be obscure in any

way.

 

Matthew 24:27 emphasizes this point

further by using the illustration of a

huge lightning storm, one that lights up

the entire sky. A lightning storm is very

public, very dramatic, very noisy, very

spectacular, very hard to miss. The

whole sky lights up. So also the Lord

Jesus will come in power and great

glory and there will be no mistaking His

return. The whole world will witness
this spectacular event.

 

Pay Attention to the Signs
The parable of the fig tree is mentioned

in verses 32-33. The fig tree brings forth

new leaves late in the spring, and thus

the budding of the leaves is evidence

that summer is near. In a similar way,

when those living in the great

tribulation see the signs predicted, they

will know that the second coming of

Christ is near (verse 33). 

 

In verse 34 the expression “this

generation” refers to the particular

generation that will see the specific

signs that are mentioned in this

chapter, that is, the signs of the great

tribulation. Thus this is referring to a

future generation of people who will

live to see these things. The same

generation that will experience the

great tribulation will also witness the

second coming of Christ, because these

events are closely connected in time

(verses 29-30).

This chapter in Matthew talks of some

very amazing events. Can we really

believe this prophecy? How do we

know that these events will truly come

to pass? They were spoken nearly two

thousand years ago and they have not

been fulfilled yet. Can we be sure
these things will really come to
pass? “Heaven and earth shall pass

away, but my words shall not pass

away” (verse 35). What Jesus Christ
says will definitely come to pass!
God’s Word will not fail! In fact, God’s

Word is an even more secure

foundation than the very ground that is

under our feet! The very earth we stand

on will someday pass away (after the

1000 year Kingdom–see 2 Peter chapter

3), but God’s Word will never pass away.

God’s predictions always come to pass.

You can count on it! Those who don’t

count on God’s Word are going to be

caught unawares and unprepared, and

this is the message of the remaining

part of Matthew chapter 24.

 

Don’t be Caught by Surprise
A thief breaks into a house to steal

when people least expect him (v. 43).

He tries to come when no one is

expecting him and no one is looking for

him. He might even come when people

are sleeping.

 

 

Unsaved people are in a spiritual sleep.

They are not aware of what is taking

place. They have refused to listen to

God’s Word which clearly tells us about

these important prophetic events. If you

do not think this is true, think about

your own unsaved friends, family,

people at work, etc. How much do they

know about these things we have 



talked about in Matthew 24? How much are they aware of the great

tribulation? How much do they know about the Antichrist? Do they

understand these prophecies? Do they take these things seriously? Do they

live their lives as though these things will surely come to pass? Do you? May

we learn to live expectantly—expecting God’s Word to come to pass just like

God said it would!

 

We've talked very in depth about this chapter- but it is because of how

important it is. (Again, split it up and discuss over a couple days if needed.)

Truly- this topic is very fascinating,  there is so much to come in the end of

the age that makes Marvel movies look calm and uneventful!

 

Pull up The Watchman on YouTube (youtube.com/777tjm - You should have

watched his channel last month too- We watch it often in our home) and

note down a few Biblical examples that are happening in our world today

that show us the signs of the times:

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

'He who is the faithful

witness to all these

things says, “Yes, I am

coming soon!” Amen!

Come, Lord Jesus!'

Revelation 22:20



W A T C H  &  L E A R N  / /  H I S T O R Y

Pick something to watch together! Take some time afterwards to

discuss and research further into anything that sparks an interest!

Volume 1 - 10 - 8 - What's in the Bible

Superbook - Episodes on Genesis/Gospels

Little House on the Prairie (Amazon Prime)

The Bible - Season 1

The Bible Collection : The Apocalypse - This is a movie

of John the Apostle receiving his Revelation on the

island of Patmos.

The Bible in World History

pages 18 (Adam & Eve) - 24 (top half of the page)

 

Continue reading through our history book for the year.

We've covered many of these subjects in our scripture

reading this year- so you should be well aware of the

events taking place. 



D A Y  3 0  / /  W E E K  6
We've studied a TON of topics this week, use today to

finish up or continue discussions on any of these topics.

It's been a lot to take in so feel free to use today, or even

the weekend, to gather together as a family and

continue reading and discussing.

 

We want to encourage you to use Friday's to explore

your own interests in learning, reading, playing, etc... and

make it a focus to play a game together as a whole

family too! 

 

Before you head off to have fun- share at least three

things that you learned this week that stood out to you

the most!

 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

If you're caught up on everything, re-read 

Psalms 25-28 today!



G A M I N G  I N  A C T I O N  / /  U N S C H O O L
Let every family member pick a favorite game they would like

to play- then each week try to make sure to pick off of this list:

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Friday's are our "unschool" days-  a day for the kiddos to pick

something of interest and learn more about it. Maybe read a

book, look up information online, watch videos, practice and

observe. 

 

Whatever it is- learn about something that is interesting to

you kid(s) and be sure to let them share all about it with the

family at the end of the day. Sitting down at the dinner table

is a great time to go around and discuss these things!

 

 

 

 

 

“Children do not need to be made to learn

about the world or shown how. They want to,

and they know how.” – John Holt



MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY  / /  Rev iew  Day

__________________________

B I B L E  / /  3  C H A P T E R S R E A D I N G  / /  1 5 - 2 0  M I N S

WEEK SEVEN
S CR I P TURE  S PO T L I GH T :

 

W R I T I N G  / /  1 0 - 1 5  M I N S M A T H  D R I L L S  / /  1 0 - 1 5
M I N S

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

Genes i s ,  Psa lm  &  Matthew  25

Genes i s ,  Psa lm  &  Matthew  26

Genes is ,  Psa lm  &  Matthew  27

Genes i s ,  Psa lm  &  Matthew  28

Catch  up  / /  Psa lms  25 -28

Farm  Boy ,  page  14 1

Farm  Boy ,  page  154

Farm  Boy ,  page  163

Farm  Boy ,  page  173

Catch  Up  as  Needed



W E E K  S E V E N  / /  F A M I L Y  F O C U S

M o n d a y T u e s d a y W e d n e s d a y

T h u r s d a y

N a t u r e  I n  A c t i o n :

N a t u r e

w a l k / M u s h r o o m

h u n t i n g  &

M u s h r o o m  s t u d y  

 

B i b l e :  H e a v e n  f o r

K i d s  p .  4 1 - 4 7  &  P D F

S t u d y ,  B i b l i c a l

T i m e s  E a t i n g  &

D r e s s i n g

 

W r i t e r ' s  T e a  T i m e :

P a r e n t h e t i c a l

E x p r e s s i o n  &

D i c t i o n a r y  D e t a i l

a c t i v i t y

 

 

B a k i n g :  S i m p l e

S h o r t b r e a d

C r a f t i n g  I n  A c t i o n :

M i n i m a l i s t  H o m e .

W e e k  3

 

 

M a t h :  C o m p l e t e  t h e

m a t h  l e s s o n .

F r i d a y

W a t c h  &  L e a r n :

W a t c h  a  m o v i e

d e p i c t i n g  C h r i s t ' s

l i f e

 

H i s t o r y :  T h e  B i b l e

i n  W o r l d  H i s t o r y

p a g e s  2 4 - 3 3  ( 1 s t

p a r a g r a p h )

 

G a m i n g  I n  A c t i o n :

P l a y  g a m e s !  O u t /

i n d o o r ,  b o a r d

g a m e s ,  c a r d s ,  v i d e o

g a m e s .  P l a y !

 

C h i l d - L e d  I n t e r e s t :

E n c o u r a g e  a n d

h e l p  t o  f o l l o w

t h e i r  o w n

i n t e r e s t s !

NOTES

PRAYER
REQUESTS



D A Y  3 1  / /  W E E K  7
Question: "What is the difference between a blessing and a birthright

(Genesis 25)?"

 

Answer: When twins Jacob and Esau were born, Esau came first, technically

making him the firstborn. As the firstborn son, Esau automatically held the

“birthright.” A birthright was an honor given to the firstborn, bestowing “head

of household” status and the right to inherit his father’s estate. The son with

the birthright would receive a double portion of whatever was passed down

(see  Deuteronomy 21:17). Yet, even before the twins were born, the Lord

predicted that Esau would serve Jacob (Genesis 25:23).

 

Later in Genesis 25, Esau sold his birthright, giving it up for a meal because

he was hungry. “Thus Esau despised his birthright” (Genesis 25:29-35). When

the time came for Isaac to bless his sons, Jacob deceived his father into

giving him Esau’s blessing instead (Genesis 27).

 

A blessing could be given regardless of birthright. However, a greater

blessing was given to the one who held the birthright. After Jacob’s

deception, Esau complained that “he took my birthright, and now he’s taken

my blessing!” (Genesis 27:36). Esau begged his father for some type of

blessing to be given to him, and he did receive a secondary, inferior blessing

(verses 38-40).

 

An interesting parallel took place later in the life of Jacob. Jacob’s son

Joseph had two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh. Manasseh was the elder son

and should have had the birthright. But when Jacob bestowed his blessing

upon his grandsons, he crossed his hands, much to Joseph’s surprise, placing

his right hand on the younger son. In this way, Ephraim, the younger son,

received the greater blessing (Genesis 48).

 

In  Genesis 49, Jacob gave blessings to each of his 12 sons. Reuben, the

firstborn, had forfeited his birthright due to an egregious sin (verse 4). The

birthright was instead given to Joseph’s sons (1 Chronicles 5:1). All of Jacob’s

sons received some sort of blessing.

 

While a birthright belonged to the firstborn son, anyone could receive a

blessing. In the time of the patriarchs, such blessings acted as a “last will and

testament” and were highly prized as a means of revealing God’s will.



Copy write Psalm 25:1-3 to you. 

 

 

Food For Thought...
Read Psalm 25: 7- "Do not remember the sins of my youth..."

 

If you were a baseball player and someone from the Major League offered to help

you with your game- you'd listen to every word, right? If you got advice from a

musician or artist you looked up to- that would be really awesome, right?

Remember that when your parents or even grandparents offer you advice or

caution you on different things. Every adult has "sins of their youth" that wish they

could have handled better. Many times, the advice or instruction you're given is to

try to help you grow and learn from those mistakes and decisions. So, even if your

parents aren't as cool as a professional athlete or famous artist-- they love and care

for you in unmatched in this world. Just something to think about...

Are You Ready for the King? // Matthew Chapter 25

The coming of the King is such an

important event that God through

Matthew gives us another entire

chapter showing how and why we

need to be ready for this great event.

 

Matthew chapter 25 is actually a

continuation of the Olivet Discourse

which began in Matthew chapter 24.

In Matthew chapter 24 the Lord

Jesus gives the prophecy concerning

what will happen (the great

tribulation, the second coming, the

gathering of elect Israel, etc.). In

Matthew chapter 25 He gives the

application, and shows the need for

each person to be ready to meet the

King and to stand before the King

who is also the Judge of everyone of

us.

The study of prophecy is serious

business. The fact that the King is

coming is not just a fact that should

arouse the curiosity and stimulate

the intellect, but it is a very real event

which every person needs to prepare

for. The consequences of not being

ready are very serious, and involve a

person’s eternal destiny. The coming

of the King is good news to some,

but very bad news for most. Those

who know Him as Savior gladly await

His coming. Those who do not know

Him as Savior must meet Him as

Judge.



The Parable of the Ten
Bridesmaids (Matthew 25:1-13)
 

Are You Ready to Meet the King?
The serious student should carefully

read through these 13 verses to get a

general understanding of what the

passage is saying.

 

The ten bridesmaids took their
lamps and went forth to meet the
bridegroom (verse 1).
 

To understand this we first need to

know something about marriage

customs back in those days, which

are different from our marriage

customs today. In the Jewish

wedding system, when the marriage

was to be consummated, the

bridegroom would go to the home

of the bride to fetch her and bring

her to his home. As he approached

his own home, he would be met by a

procession of bridesmaids who

would lead the bride and groom to

the marriage ceremony which would

be followed by the marriage feast.

This is the background of this

parable.

 

Renald Showers describes the

Jewish marriage customs as follows:

After the marriage covenant was

established, the bridegroom left the

bride’s home and returned to his

father’s house. There he remained

separated from his bride for twelve

months. This separation gave the

bride time to gather her trousseau

and prepare for married life. 

Meanwhile, the bridegroom

prepared living accommodations in

his father’s house to which he could

bring his bride. At the end of the

separation, the man came to take

his bride to live with him. The taking

of the bride usually occurred at

night. The bridegroom, best man,

and other male escorts would leave

the bridegroom’s father’s house and

conduct a torchlight procession to

the bride’s home. 

 

Although the bride was expecting

her bridegroom to come for her, she

did not know exactly when he would

arrive. As a result, the bridegroom’s

arrival was preceded by a shout. This

shout forewarned the bride to be

prepared for the coming of the

bridegroom. After the bridegroom

received his bride and her female

attendants, the enlarged wedding

party returned from the bride’s

home to the bridegroom’s father’s

house. 

 

Upon arriving there, the wedding

party would find that the wedding

guests had assembled already.

Shortly after the bride and

bridegroom arrived, the other

members of the wedding party

would escort them to the bridal

chamber. While the groomsmen and

bridesmaids waited outside, the

bride and bridegroom would enter

the bridal chamber alone. There, in

private, the couple entered a

physical union for the first time, 



thereby consummating the

marriage that had been covenanted

earlier. After the marriage was

consummated, the bridegroom

would announce the consummation

to the other members of the

wedding party waiting outside the

chamber. These people relayed the

news of the marital union to the

wedding guests. After receiving this

good news, the wedding guests

feasted and made merry for the next

seven days. [Behold the Bridegroom
Comes, by Renald Showers, The
Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry]

 

The lamps are explained by

Edersheim, “The lamps consisted of

round receptacles for pitch or oil for

the wick. This was placed in a hollow

cup or deep saucer, which was

fastened by a pointed end into a

long wooden pole, in which it was

borne aloft.” Olive oil was the fuel

which would keep the wick burning

and thus keep the lamp shining.

 

Five of these maidens were wise and

five were foolish. They all went forth

to meet the bridegroom wishing to

participate in the marriage feast. The

five foolish maidens took their

lamps, but took no oil with them.

The wise virgins took extra oil along

with them.

 

The five foolish maidens represent

those who are only professing

believers, while the five wise

maidens represent those who are 

possessing believers (true believers).

Oil is a symbol of the Holy Spirit and

His wonderful work of regeneration,

apart from which no one shall see

the kingdom of God (John 3:5).

 

This can be illustrated by the
following object lesson: 
Two flashlights can be used, one

with batteries and the other with no

batteries. They both look good. They

both profess to be lights. They both

look like lights. But only one of them

is a true light because only one of

them has a true source of power

within. It reminds us of 2 Timothy

3:5--“having a form of godliness
but denying the power thereof.” A
flashlight is no good without

batteries; a lamp is no good without

oil. A person needs to have the

Person and Presence and Power of

God in his life for real, not just for

pretend. To lack the reality of God in

one’s life is to be unprepared for the

King.

 

What are some outward similarities

between the wise and foolish

virgins? You may see ten people

carrying flashlights, but you cannot

tell which flashlights have batteries

until the lights are turned on. Lamps

which have no source of light are

quite useless. These lamps used olive

oil as fuel, and it was wise to carry a

reserve supply of oil, just as it would

be wise to carry extra batteries for

your flashlight just in case your

batteries would become weak. 



“Trimming the lamp” involved

cleaning the wicks, lighting them

and adjusting the flames.

 

Notice the cry which sounds forth in

verse 6-- “Behold the bridegroom

comes!” Notice in the parable that

when this cry is made it will be too

late to get ready. Those who already

are ready can go out to meet Him,

but those who are not ready cannot

go out and meet him. They are not

prepared for the coming of the King.

And for them, it is too late to get

ready. So the message of this

parable is not “get ready.” The

message is this: “be ready!” Be ready

right now so when He comes you

will be ready then. If you are not

ready right now, then when He

comes suddenly, it will be too late to

get ready then.

 

In Luke 12:35 Jesus said, '“Be dressed

for service and keep your lamps

burning,' This means that we are to

be serving and shining! We are not to

get ready, but we are to be ready.

Today the great event that we are

looking for is the rapture of the

Church, when the King will come in

the air to instantly receive His bride

(John 14:3). We do not know when

this great event will take place, but

we know it could happen at any

time (compare Matthew 25:13). In

order to be ready for this event we

must first be saved and secondly we

must be abiding in Christ (1 John

2:28), enjoying His power and

His presence in our lives. If we are

not properly connected to the Vine

(our Life-source, see John 15:1-7), then

there is no way that we will be able

to serve Christ and shine for Him

(just as a branch cut off of an apple

tree will never produce apples).

 

It is very clear that the five virgins

who were foolish represent

unbelievers as indicated by Matthew

25:11-12. The King will say to them: “I

know you not” (compare Matthew

7:23--“I never knew thee”). The idea is

this: “I do not have any kind of saving

relationship with you. You do not

belong to me.” These are serious and

sobering words. These words speak

of an eternity separated from God.

How important it is to be sure of our

salvation and be sure we know Christ

in a real, right, and personal way.

 

The Parable of the Talents
(Matthew 25:14-30)
Are you Serving the King During
His Absence?
The “talent” that is spoken of in this

parable is not referring to a special

ability that one may have (“she has a

talent for playing the piano,” etc.). A

talent was a unit of coinage of very

high value, a very large sum of

money. One writer says, “A talent was

a large sum of money, varying

greatly in value according to

whether it was silver or gold, and

could weigh from fifty-eight to

eighty pounds.” Of course, a gold

talent would be far more valuable 



than a silver talent. In this parable

the talents were silver (in verse 18 the

word “money” means “silver”)

 

In some respects this parable is

similar to the parable of the pounds,

which had been given a few days

earlier at Jericho (Luke 19:11-27). The

parable of the pounds illustrated the

truth that equal gifts, if used with

unequal diligence, may be unequally

rewarded. The parable of the talents

showed that unequal gifts, if used

with equal faithfulness, will be

equally rewarded. The preceding

parable of the ten virgins stresses the

need for alert preparation for Christ’s

coming. The parable of the talents

emphasizes the need for faithful

service during His absence.

 

The man traveling into a far country

is to be identified as “the Son of Man”

(compare verse 14 with verse 13). He

travels into a far country (v. 14) and

stays there a long time (v. 19). This

refers to the time during which the

King will be absent from the earth.

 

The talents represent differing

responsibilities to be exercised in

accord with each man’s capacity

(verse 15). The first two servants,

though possessing different

amounts of money, were equally

diligent and doubled their capital

(verses 16-17). The servant who

possessed only one talent displayed

no diligence and was not challenged

by his opportunity. Instead he hid his

money in the earth (verse 18).

 

When the Lord of those servants

returned, the first two servants had

different sums to present, but both

offered increases of 100% and

received the same commendation

and reward, “Well done good and

faithful servant” (verses 19-23). Notice

that the emphasis is upon

faithfulness (being faithful with

what was given to you to use).

 

The unfaithful servant accuses his

master of being very hard, harsh, and

merciless (v. 24) and the master

judges him on this basis (v. 26). 

 

Verse 30 makes it clear that the

wicked, slothful (lazy) and

unprofitable servant was an

unbeliever who would suffer eternal

punishment. The terms “outer

darkness” and “weeping and

gnashing of teeth” refer to the

destiny of the wicked. This is a

terrible judgment that will be

measured out to the unfaithful.

 

We each need to think about the

privileges and opportunities which

God has given us and we need to ask

ourselves, “What am I doing with

these things?” Has God given you a

Bible? What are you doing with such

a treasure? Has God given you a

Bible believing church and a godly

pastor? What are you doing with

these privileges? Has God given you

the opportunity to know Him as 



Savoir and live for Him? What are
you doing with this opportunity?
 

When the King returns it will be a

time of reckoning, a time of giving

account. The time to fix things in our

lives is now, not when the King

comes, for then it will be too late.

How valuable is God’s “WELL DONE”

to you? 

 

We often appreciate it when we are

commended by men for a job well

done, but how important is God’s

commendation? There is nothing

more important than pleasing the

Lord.

 

What is your concept of the King?

What is your concept of God? Do you

consider Him “a hard man” (cf. v. 24)?

We cannot serve Christ properly

unless we have a true and correct

concept of WHO HE IS. Compare

Psalm 100. “Serve the LORD with

gladness?” Why? Because the LORD

is God (v. 3) and because the LORD is

good (v. 5). It s impossible to really

trust and serve the Lord unless you

have really tasted and experienced

His goodness (see Psalm 34:8). 

 

The Judgment of the Nations
(Matthew 25:31-46)
This is a very important passage of

Scripture and one which as been

often misunderstood and

misinterpreted. Many people

wrongly identify this great judgment

in Matthew 25 with the Great White 

Throne judgment described in

Revelation 20:11-15. However, these

two judgments are actually

separated by a period of a thousand

years.

 

The time of this Matthew 25

judgment is indicated in verse 31-

-“When the Son of man shall come

in His glory and all the holy angels

with Him, then shall he sit upon the

throne of his glory.” The Son of man

coming in glory with the angels was

clearly referred to in the previous

chapter (see Matthew 24, verses

27,30,31, etc.). The Lord’s coming in

glory clearly takes place at the end

of the great tribulation (“immediately

after the tribulation of those days” --

Matthew 24:29), which is at the

beginning of the millennial Kingdom

(the thousand year Kingdom

mentioned in Revelation chapter

20). The Great White Throne

judgment does not take place until

after the millennial Kingdom (see

Revelation chapter 20). Thus these

two judgments are separated by

1000 years.

 

Where does this judgment take

place? The judgment of Matthew 25

takes place on the earth because at

the second coming Jesus Christ

returns to the earth. This is different

from the Great White Throne

judgment which does not take place

on the earth (because the earth and

heaven have fled away--Rev.20:11—

referring to the destruction of the 



heaven and earth by fire as

predicted in 2 Peter chapter 3).

 

Who are the subjects of this

judgment? Who are the ones being

judged? In Matthew 25:32 we learn

that “all the nations” will be judged

and the individuals who make up

these nations will be divided into

“sheep” and “goats.” The context

makes it clear that the sheep and

goats represent believers and

unbelievers, saved and unsaved. This

is different from the Great White

Throne judgment where the ones

being judged are “the dead” (Rev.

20:12) which refers only to the

unsaved. The earlier judgment of

Matthew 25 involves both saved and

unsaved; the latter judgment of

Revelation 20 involves only the

unsaved (with the saved present as

witnesses).

 

Thus the judgment spoken of in

Matthew 25 describes an awesome

judgment which will take place just

prior to the 1000 year millennial

Kingdom.

 

The first thing that the King will do is

to divide the sheep from the goats,

putting the sheep on His right hand

and the goats on His left hand. The

sheep represent the saved

individuals from among the nations

(Gentiles) and the goats represent

the unsaved individuals from among

the nations. God knows who belongs

on which side. “The Lord knows 

them that are His” (2 Tim. 2:19).

Sometimes we have a problem

distinguishing between those who

merely profess salvation and those

who actually possess salvation, but

God has no problem with this. The

Judge makes no mistakes. He knows

the hearts of all men.

 

To the sheep He says, “Come, you

blessed of my Father, inherit the

kingdom prepared for you from the

foundation of the world” (Matthew

25:34). These are Gentile people who

lived during the tribulation (and who

survived the tribulation) and who

will now be allowed to enter and

inherit the Kingdom (referring to the

millennial Kingdom of 1000 years).

These are the saved Gentiles who

survived the tribulation and who

were not killed during this difficult

time of trouble.

 

To the goats He says, “Depart from

me, you cursed, into everlasting fire,

prepared for the devil and his

angels” (Matthew 25:41). These are

unsaved Gentile people who lived

during the tribulation but who never

trusted Jesus Christ for salvation.

They will be banished into

everlasting fire.

 

Man does not contribute to his own

salvation. It is the work of God “not of
works lest any man should boast”

(Eph.2:8-9). God does not contribute

to man’s unbelief. That is man’s

work. God alone must do the 



SAVING; man alone must do the

BELIEVING.

 

So far we have encountered the

sheep (the saved Gentiles) and we

have encountered the goats (the lost

Gentiles), but there is a third group

of people mentioned in this passage:

see verses 40 and 45. The King refers

to a group of people known as “His

brothers and sisters.” Many people

have misinterpreted this passage

because of their failure to rightly

identify those whom Jesus referred

to as “My brothers and sisters.”

(brethren) These are Jewish believers

living during the tribulation period.

 

The basis of this judgment will be

the way in which these brethren

were treated. “How have you treated

My brethren?” is the question Christ

will ask at this judgment.

 

We need to remember that the time

of great tribulation will be a time of

unparalleled anti-Semitism, when

the Jews will be under severe

persecution. We see this in Matthew

24:15-21 and in Revelation 12:13-17

where the woman represents Israel.

In the great tribulation, anyone who

is a friend of the Jew will be an

enemy of the government (compare

Germany in World War II). To help a

Jew in those days will be a very

dangerous and costly thing. It could

even cost a person his life. Only

those Gentiles who are really saved

will have the courage and inner 

strength and concern to lend a

helping hand to the persecuted

Jews in that day (compare Matthew

10:40-42 which is speaking of the

same period of time).

 

One thing needs to be kept very

clear however. “Loving treatment of

the brethren” will not be a condition

of salvation (“to be saved you must

love these brothers and sisters”) but

it will be an evidence of salvation (“if

you are really saved, then you will

love the brethren”). These saved

Gentiles will not love the brethren in

order to be saved but they will love

the brethren because they are saved.

It is not something a person will do

to get saved; it is something a saved

person will do. This is very important

to understand. Being saved is not

based upon anything that man

does. It is based upon the Person

and work of Jesus Christ, especially

His death and resurrection for us.

But when a person is really saved,

then this person gives evidence of

his salvation (to one degree or

another) as He allows God to work in

his life.

 

Suppose you turned on the radio

and heard a preacher saying

something like this: 

“To be saved and enter the Kingdom

we must feed the poor, clothe the

naked, visit the needy and care for

the sick. When Christ sees these

good works, then He will let us into

His Kingdom!”



What is wrong with this? Is this a

gospel based upon the cross of

Christ or is this a gospel based upon

man’s own efforts at trying to do

good works? This kind of message is

being preached in many churches

today. “Do good works and you shall

be saved.” This is not God’s way of

salvation at all, and often a minister

will turn to a passage such as

Matthew 25 to try to support his false

gospel. 

 

True saving faith ought to show itself

in good works (see James 2:14-26). It

is important that a person knows

that he is saved, and it is also very

important that a person shows that

he is saved by the way he lives. How

else will others know that he is a

saved person?

 

Eternal Punishment
A final word should be said about

eternal punishment since this is a

doctrine that is denied by so many

people. Notice especially Matthew

25:41 and 46. Eternal punishment

involves two key elements: 1)

SEPARATION FROM GOD (notice the

words “depart from Me” and “these

shall go away”; 2) PUNISHMENT BY

GOD (notice the words “everlasting

fire” and “everlasting punishment”).

 

Those who deny the doctrine of

everlasting punishment have a real

problem with verse 46. They either

have to say that “everlasting” does

not really mean everlasting or that

“punishment” does not really mean

punishment. The problem is that

both of these words mean exactly

what they say! The reason people

have a problem with eternal

punishment is that they do not
understand the holiness of God
and they do not understand the

sinfulness of sin.

 

There are many who believe in the

“annihilation of the wicked.” They say

that God destroys the wicked person in

such a way that he ceases to exist, he

ceases to be, he is no more. But verse 46

shows that this cannot be because

there is no way that an “eternal

punishment” could be an annihilation. If

a person’s soul is annihilated, then he is

not being punished forever. It’s

interesting to note that the word

“everlasting” in verse 46 is the same

Greek word as the word “eternal” in

verse 46. The one word describes the

punishment of the wicked and the

same word describes the life of the

righteous. Thus, if the eternal life of the

righteous is forever and ever, then we

must conclude that the punishment of

the wicked must last for just as long,

because the same expression is used for

both.

 

How important it is that we know

the Lord as our Savior and that we

are ready for the coming King,

because our eternal destiny depends

upon it. These are not little,

unimportant matters. The person

who plans only for this life and takes

no thought about the future life is a

wise man for a second but a fool

forever!



N A T U R E  I N  A C T I O N  / /  B I B L E

Complete the additional pages in the Nature Study booklet.

 

Mushrooms are often something that are easy to find in most climates.

See if you can find and identify mushrooms today! (Do NOT eat any! Be

sure to wash your hands well after handling and keep out of small

hands!) 

 

Today has been a busier day of scripture study- and then the

additional Bible focus work to be done-- feel free to split up over the

week as needed! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Read Heaven for Kids pages 41-47 and complete the pages in the

workbook. Discuss as a family, look at scripture, and utilize

GotQuestions.org when needed!

 

In what ways would you say you know are finding your thought more

HEAVENLY minded rather than earthly minded?

 

 

If today is too busy and overwhelming- feel free to break up

or even enjoy on Friday if that fits better! 











Eating And Dressing 
Eating and dressing are things that we

do every day. These are basic and

necessary parts of our daily living. We

do these things so often that they have

become habits to us and we do not

even think about them very much. We

get up in the morning and without

giving much thought to it, we put on

our clothes and sit down at the

breakfast table to enjoy another meal.

 

Food is necessary for life and survival;

clothing is necessary for a covering and

for protection (from the weather, cold,

rain, etc.). There are many things we

can do without. Can you live without a

bicycle? Can you live without a radio?

Can you live without a toaster? Can you

survive without a dishwasher? Can you

survive without a fishing rod? Can you

survive without a watch?

 

We may think that we need many

different things to make us happy and

content. Sometimes we might say, "If I

only had this or if I only had that, then I

could be happy!" But these things are

not as important or as necessary as we

think. How many possessions did you

have when you came into this world 

(1 Timothy 6:7)? ___________________   

 How much will you bring with you

when you leave this world 

(1 Timothy 6:7)? __________________

God says that there are only two things

that we really need to be content and

happy in life. 

What are they (1 Timothy 6:8)?

1. _______________________

2. ________________________

 (clothing) 

E A T I N G  &  D R E S S I N G
Is the Heavenly Father able to feed you

(Matthew 6:25-26)? _________________

Is the Heavenly Father able to clothe

you (Matthew 6:28-31)? _____________

In this chapter we want to think about

these two important necessities of life--

food and clothing. What and how did

people eat in Bible times? How did

people dress?

 

Eating
What would life be like without candy,

chocolate chip cookies, ice cream,

spaghetti, pizza, bagels, waffles, French

fries, potato chips, pudding, Jello and

Coca-Cola? Could you survive? 

 

Suppose there were no such things as

chocolate milk, hamburgers, hotdogs,

Cheerios, Wheaties, peanut butter,

milkshakes, sandwiches (of any kind),

ketchup and frozen orange juice?

Would life be different without these

things? In Bible times, people

had  none  of these kinds of food, but

they had to eat in order to live. How did

they survive?

 

If you were living in Palestine in the

days of Abraham, David or Paul, what

would you eat? Well, the ordinary food

for the average person was as follows: 

bread (this was the most important

food of all), olive oil (this took the place

of butter), milk and cheese from the

flocks, and fruits and vegetables from

the orchards and gardens. On special

occasions you might have meat.

 

Those living near the Sea of Galilee

would enjoy fish (see Luke 11:11). Thanks

to the bees, there was H_____________

(Deuteronomy 6:3) in the land of 



Palestine. They did not have sugar in

Bible times so honey was the sweetest

thing they had. The most common

vegetables were beans and lentils

(Ezekiel 4:9). Can you think of the name

of a man in the Old Testament who

really liked to eat lentils (Genesis 25:29-

34)? ______________ The common fruits

were figs, grapes (and thus raisins) and

a kind of fruit you may never have

heard of: pomegranates (see

Deuteronomy 8:8).

 

What would a meal be like without any

knives, forks, spoons, napkins or plates?

Would you be able to eat without these

things? The people living in Bible times

used none of these things. In fact, even

today the Arabs say, "What does a man

want of a spoon when God has given

him so many fingers?"

 

Instead of silverware, people would use

their hands to eat. Pieces of bread

would be used to take the place of

spoons and forks. With a piece of bread

they could scoop up any food that was

partially liquid (such as soups, sauces, or

gravies). Each torn off piece of bread

thus served as a spoon and was eaten

along with the food it contains (see

Ruth 2:14).

 

Hands were washed before and after

each meal. They did not need to wash

any silverware, but they did need to

wash their hands. The only dishes that

were used at mealtime were those in

which food was placed. They did not

have to wash as many dishes as we do

today. Each person did not have his

own plate. Often there was only one

dish for the food, usually a basket or a 

copper tray placed in the center of the

table. Jesus spoke of this dish in

Matthew 26:23.

 

What kind of table did they have?

Usually the table was simply a mat

which was spread on the ground. The

people would not use chairs, but would

usually sit on the floor with their legs

folded under the body or thrown back

(as we do when we kneel).

 

The Jewish people would bless God

and give thanks before eating.

According to John 6:11, who gave

thanks before eating? ______________

According to Acts 27:33-35, who gave

thanks before eating? ___________

Often the Jews would say something

like this: "BLESSED IS, HASHEM, KING

OF THE WORLD, WHO CAUSES BREAD

TO COME FROM THE EARTH." Do you

bless and thank God before eating?

Sometimes the Jews would

pray  after  the meal also. The reason

they did this is found in Deuteronomy

8:10 (see also verses 12-14).

 

Sometime you and your family might

like to try something different. Why not

pretend that you are living during Bible

times and when mealtime comes you

can eat just as people used to eat long

ago. Try to eat only the things

mentioned in this chapter, and don’t

use any silverware or table or plates. 

Try it!



People living in Bible times did not

brush their teeth after meals like we do

(or should do) today. But they did not

need to do this as much as we do

because they did not eat sugar as we

do today (candy, desserts, and many

other foods that contain varying

amounts of sugar). They probably had

less cavities than we do even though

they did not brush their teeth!

 

Two Kinds Of Food
The most important food of all was

bread. For the people of ancient times,

bread was the principal food. Bread is

important to us too. We hardly ever go

to the grocery store without buying a

loaf of bread. But bread was even more

important to the people in Bible times

than it is to us today. If you were living

then, bread would be the biggest part

of your diet (in fact, many people lived

almost entirely on bread).

 

Bread was made from wheat or barley

flour. Usually the poorer people would

use barley and those with more money

would use wheat. Once a boy gave five

loaves to Jesus. What were these loaves

made from (John 6:9)? ______________

 

Jesus once said, "I am the

_______________ of life" (John 6:35). 

The people who heard Jesus say these

words knew how important bread was.

They knew that bread was their life.

They could not live without bread.

People need bread to live. Jesus was

saying, "I am the bread of ____________.

You need ME to live. If you want to live

and have eternal life, then you must

come to ME and believe in ME" (John 

6:35). Just as bread satisfies man’s

physical hunger, so the Lord Jesus

Christ satisfies man’s spiritual hunger!

 

Yes, bread is important and food is

important, and we cannot live without

these things, but there is another kind

of bread and food that we need. Jesus

said, "Man shall not live by

______________ alone, but (man shall

live) by every __________ that comes

out of the mouth of ________ "

(Matthew 4:4!). Bread is important and

we cannot live without it, but we need

something more than bread and food.

We need God’s Word.
 

Physically we need to feed on bread

and potatoes and other kinds of food.

Spiritually we need to feed on God’s

Word so that our souls will be healthy

and FAT.   Job knew that bread and

food were very important and

necessary, but what did he consider to

be even more important (Job 23:12)? 

 

___________________________________

 

Can a person be well physically and

very healthy, but be starving spiritually

and very sick? ___________________ 

 

What does God want to feed you with

(as a new believer--1 Peter 2:2; later, as a

more mature Christian--1 Corinthians

3:2 and Hebrews 5:11-14)?

___________________________________

 

___________________________________

 

What are some of the ways we can feed

on God’s Word? Good food can only 



help a person if the person’s digestive

system is working right. If the food is

not being digested right, then it will be

vomited up or it will pass right through

the system without doing the body any

good. Sometimes people read the

Bible, hear the Bible taught at church,

etc., but it does not do them any good.

Why is this so?  See James 1:22-25.  How

can we digest the spiritual food that we

take in?

 

Dressing
How did people dress in the land of

Palestine during Bible times? Did the

men wear ties and jackets? Did the

women wear dresses and skirts? Did

they wear the same kind of shoes that

we wear? 

 

Inner Garment
The men and women would wear an

inner garment or shirt next to their skin

called a tunic. Usually this was without

sleeves and reached down to the knees

or sometimes all the way to the ankles.

Wealthy people would wear tunics

which had sleeves and which reached

to the ankles.

 

When Jesus died on the cross, the

soldiers cast lots for His tunic (John

19:24). This was the Lord’s inner

garment (not a "ROBE" as many think).

 

Usually the Jews of Christ’s day had at

least one change of clothing. A man

would be considered poor to have only

one garment (see what John the

Baptist said in Luke 3:11). In Matthew

10:10 Jesus told His disciples not to take

an extra undergarment with them.

 

Among the poorer people, the tunic 

was often the only clothing worn in

warm weather. Wealthier people might

wear the tunic alone inside the house,

but they would not wear it without the

outer garment outside the house. In

the Bible the term "naked" is

sometimes used of men who only have

their tunic on (see John 21:7). To be

dressed in such a scanty manner was

thought of as "nakedness."

 

The Girdle
The girdle was like a wide belt (about

four to six inches wide) which went

around the waist. Without this girdle,

the tunic would be loose and it would

interfere with a person’s ability to walk

freely (this is why bathrobes have a

strap that must be tied). Sometimes

money was kept in a girdle (in a pouch)

and sometimes the girdle was used to

fasten a man’s sword to his body.

 

In Bible language, "to be girded" means

"to be ready for action." It means "let

nothing keep you back or interfere with

your progress as you run the race which

is before you" (see Luke 12:35). What do

you think the first part of 1 Peter 1:13

means? 

 

The Outer Garment
The outer garment was called a mantle.

It was like a large robe. The closest

thing we have to it would be an

overcoat. This mantle would shelter the

person from the wind and the rain and

it would also serve as a blanket at night.

This is the outer garment or mantle

which Elijah had and which became

the property of Elisha (see 2 Kings 2:8-

13).

 

 



Sandals
Most people in Bible times wore

something that resembled sandals. 

They consisted of a sole made either of

wood or leather which was fastened to

the foot by leather thongs or straps.

Peter was told to put his sandals on in

Acts 12:8. See also what John the

Baptist said in Mark 1:7 (latchet =

thongs; shoes = sandals). Because the

people wore sandals, their feet got dirty

and this is why we read in the Bible

about people getting their feet washed

(see John 13). 

 

The Difference Between Men 
and Women
Men and women wore the same kind

of clothing, but it differed in detail. They

both would wear an inner garment and

a girdle and an outer garment, but the

dress of the woman was more

elaborate and ornamented. However,

the women wore longer tunics and

larger mantles than the men. Also the

women would often wear a veil

covering their face.

 

Even though men and women wore

the same kind of clothes, there were

differences which made it easy to tell

the sexes apart. Even today men and

women both wear shirts, but usually

the blouse that a woman would wear is

quite different than the shirt that a

man would wear. In Bible times the

garments of a woman were different

than the garments of a men. In God’s

law we read, '“A woman must not put

on men’s clothing, and a man must not

wear women’s clothing. Anyone who

does this is detestable in the sight of

the Lord your God.' (Deuteronomy 22:5). 

It was a shameful thing for a men to

dress like a woman or for a woman to

dress like a man.The same ought to be

true today. Men should dress like men;

women should dress like women; boys

should dress like boys; girls should

dress like girls. If God has made you a

boy (male), then act like one, look like

one and BE ONE! If God has made you

a girl (female), then act like one, look

like one and BE ONE!

 

Two Kinds Of Dress
What were the first clothes that man

ever wore? Let us go back to Genesis

chapter 3 and think about how Adam

and Eve dressed themselves and then

how God dressed them:

 

Adam And Eve
How Can Our Sinfulness Be

Covered?(Genesis 3)
 

FIG LEAVES // Verse 7
Man's way

A covering which man provides for

himself

Man trying to cover up his sins

This covering required no shedding

of blood.

The person is still sinful and naked in

God’s sight.

 

ANIMAL SKINS // Verse 21
God’s way

A covering which God provides for

man

God graciously covering man’s sins

This covering required  the shedding

of blood. Animals had to die

(Hebrews 9:22).

The person is forgiven and perfectly

clothed in God’s sight.

 



God wants every sinner to be clothed in the perfect righteousness of His Son, Jesus

Christ. Often man tries to cover up his sinfulness by getting dressed in his own

clothes (whatever we try to do in order to cover up our sins). 

 

Does this work (Isaiah 64:6; Titus 3:5)? ___________________________________ 

 

What are some things people do to try to cover up their sins?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 

God must clothe the sinner. What kind of clothes does God provide for those who

believe on the Lord Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:8 and 3:17-18; 1 Corinthians 1:29-30)?

_________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________

 

How does God see you? Does He see you naked in your sinfulness or clothed in the

righteousness of Christ (2 Cor. 5:21)?

Look at these

images- 

can you identify the

different pieces of

their clothing?



D A Y  3 2  / /  W E E K  7
There are many who scheme and

connive and plot and deceive as

they travel down life’s road. They do

this in order to try to benefit and

better themselves. Instead of

trusting the Lord for His best they try

to work things out their way. Often

they want what is good (happiness,

security, freedom, a bright future, a

good marriage, etc.) but they try to

obtain what is good in the wrong

way.

 

Are you a schemer? Are you a

trickster? Jacob certainly was, and in

the upcoming chapters we will look

at some of the tricks he played. We

will also see that God allowed Jacob

to be tricked, just as he had tricked

others. It does not pay to scheme

and Jacob had to learn this the hard

way.

Isaac’s wife Rebekah had twins.

According to Genesis 25:25, who was

the elder of the two (the one to come

out first)? _______________________

Who was the younger of the two

(Genesis 25:26)? ___________________

As Jacob was born, what did he grab

with his hand (Genesis 25:26)?

___________________________________

 

Scheme #1-- Taking Away the Birthright

 

According to Genesis 25:27, who was

the outdoor man and who was the

indoor man?

___________________________________

___________________________________ 

 

One day Esau came home from the

field famished. Jacob happened to have

just what Esau wanted: POTTAGE (lentil

stew). Instead of giving him the pottage

for free Jacob took advantage of the

opportunity (see Genesis 25:29-34). He

made a deal with his brother: "Esau, you

have what I want and I have what you

want. I’ll give you the pottage and you

give me your birthright!" Jacob was able

to get Esau to "sign on the dotted line"

and the deal was made! Esau was

tricked and later he would be very sorry

for what he had done (Genesis 27:36).

 

LESSON: There are some things in life

more important than filling your

stomach. Esau was wise for a few 



minutes but a fool for the rest of his life.

He thoughtlessly threw away something

very valuable for something that was

not very valuable (Hebrews 12:16). 

 

Can you think of people living today

who act as Esau did?

The Cup, the Kiss and the Captive 
 

The Terrible Cup
On the evening before He was crucified,

Jesus ate supper with His disciples. After

the meal Jesus took the bread, He took

the cup and He told the disciples about

His death (Mark 14:22-24) and about His

resurrection (Mark 14:25). They then sang

a H_________ or a psalm (Mark 14:26)

and went out into the Mount of Olives

to a place which was named

Gethsemane (Mark 14:32), a place where

the Lord often went to pray (Luke 22:39).

The Mount of Olives was located on the

eastern side of the city of Jerusalem.

 

The Lord knew that the time for His

death had come, and He was filled with

sorrow.   His soul was greatly troubled.

Jesus showed us what we should do

when sorrows and troubles come our

way (see Psalm 62:8).   He fell on the

ground (Mark 14:35) and poured out His

heart before His Heavenly Father. As He

prayed, He said, '“Abba, Father," he cried

out, “everything is possible for you.

Please take this cup of suffering away

from me. Yet I want your will to be

done, not mine.”' (Mark 14:36; compare

Matthew 26:39).

Copy write Psalm 26:2-5.

 

Truly assess yourself with these words-

would you be in agreement with these

verses? Would we see this in your life?

What was this cup and what was it filled

with?  Why was Jesus filled with sorrow

and grief at the thought of drinking

from this cup? As perfect Man, Jesus

was horrified at the thought of drinking

from the contents of this dreaded cup.

What was in this cup?

 

The contents of a cup may either be

good or bad. A cup may be filled with

milk or juice, or a cup may be filled with

some harmful acid or poison. Because

Jesus did not want to drink from this

cup, we know that it contained

something terrible.

 

In Psalm 11:6 the Bible speaks of a

terrible cup. Is this cup for a righteous

person or a wicked person?

___________________________________  

 

Another dreadful cup is mentioned in

Psalm 75:8. Who shall drink from this

cup?

___________________________________  

 

In whose hand is this cup (Psalm 75:8)?

___________________________________

 

See also Isaiah 51:17; 51:22; Revelation

14:10; 16:19.



According to John 18:11,

who gave this cup to Jesus

to drink? 

(circle the correct answer)

a. the devil

b. the  Father

c. wicked men

d. the Jewish leaders

e. Judas

Was Jesus guilty or innocent? Was He sinful or sinless? Was He righteous or

unrighteous? Who should have been punished and judged by God? Who really

should have received God’s anger and wrath? Who are the guilty ones (Romans

3:19,23)? 

 

Why shouldn’t God serve you His cup and have you drink from it? What must I do

so that I will not perish and will not be judged, and so that I will not be

condemned and not have God’s wrath upon me (John 3:16,18,36)?

______________________________________________________________

Christ died in my place as my Substitute! He took the penalty for all my sins. How

does God treat the person who believes in His Son (see Ephesians 2:4-7; Titus 3:4-5)?

Why would God the Father give His beloved Son

something terrible to drink? Why did the Father

give to Jesus that cup which the wicked should

drink? 

 

The answer is found in 2 Corinthians 5:21. When

Christ died on the cross He was made

____________________ for us. God treated Christ

as if He were sin. 

 

How does God treat sin? God hates sin! God must

judge sin! God must punish sin! Christ was made

sin for us!



God deals with the believer  in grace. 

God pours out upon us (as believers) His

mercy and love and kindness which we

do not deserve at all.  Our Savior drank a

cup of wrath without mercy, that we

might drink a cup of mercy without

wrath!

 

How does God deal with the person

who refuses to come to Christ for

salvation (Ephesians 5:5-6; Colossians 

 3:5-6; John 8:24)? 

___________________________________

 

The Lord Jesus did not want to drink

from this terrible cup filled with God’s

anger and judgment against sinners.

But Jesus knew that it was the Father’s

will that He should die on the cross. He

wanted to do the Father’s will more

than anything else (John 4:34). Also

Jesus knew that going to the cross was

the only way that could make it

possible for sinful men to be saved.

Christ loved us and gave Himself for us

on the cross!

 

The Kiss of "Love" From a 
Heart of Hate
While Jesus was still in Gethsemane,

Judas came to betray Him and hand

Him over to the Jewish leaders. Did the

Lord know all about this before it ever

happened, or did Judas catch the Lord

by surprise (see Matthew 26:21–25; 26:46;

John 18:4)?

___________________________________

Judas did not come alone. Matthew

says that he had with him a  __________

of M________________ (Matthew 26:47).

The Jewish leaders were there and also

a large group of Roman soldiers

(probably more than 

 100 of them).   The Jews had brought

along these soldiers to help them.   In

John 18:3 the word "band" refers to a

Roman "cohort" which could be as

many as 600 soldiers.

 

Can you picture this in your mind? It

was dark and all of these people came

with their torches (John 18:3). Judas led

them.   This multitude of people

included the Jewish leaders who hated

Christ, the Jewish policemen (temple

officers – John 18:3), and the Roman

soldiers.   What did they have in their

hands? (See the last word in John 18:3.)  

 

They were armed with swords and clubs

and weapons (compare Mark 14:43) so

that they could capture and arrest one

unarmed man!Judas had previously

made arrangements with the enemies

of Jesus and had given them a clear

sign by which they could easily identify

the One they should arrest. What was

this sign (Mark 14:44-45)?

 ___________________________________

 

In Bible times, kissing was something

that friends would do. A man would kiss

a man or a woman would kiss a woman

as a sign or greeting of friendship

(compare Romans 16:16). Was Judas a

friend or an enemy? 

 

Did David kiss Goliath before he threw

his stone?   Did he shake his hand?   

Judas would have been more honest if

he had come up to Jesus and  spit on

Him!

 

Before we say too much against Judas,

let us search our own hearts. Do I really

love the Lord Jesus or am I a phony 



pretender? Do I "kiss" the Lord on

Sunday while in Church and then

"betray" Him the rest of the week by the

way I live, the things I do and the words

I say? 

 

The Captive Who Was in Complete
Command
Carefully read John 18:4-6. When the

Lord identified Himself and said, "I

am  He!" what happened to this great

multitude of Jews and soldiers?

 

Did Judas fall down too (John 18:5-6)? It

must have been an amazing sight to

see hundreds of trained Roman soldiers

and a multitude of Jews on the ground. 

Eleven disciples and one unarmed

Jesus were the only ones standing on

their feet! All the rest were on the

ground.   All this happened because

Jesus simply said: "I am He!" As the men

were getting back on their feet, it was as

if Jesus were saying, "Gentlemen, I’m

going to let you arrest Me, but before

allowing you to do this, I just wanted to

remind you who is really in control!"

 

Jesus was in complete command of the

situation. He was simply reminding

these men of something that He had

already said in John 10:11,17,18.

Jesus willingly  and  voluntarily gave His

life, and this is the only reason they were

able to take Him and arrest Him. There

were other times when men wanted to

capture and kill Jesus. Were they able to

do this? (See John 7:30; 8:20; Luke 4:28-

30; etc.) 

 

Jesus did not go to the cross because

the Jews or the Romans put Him there.

He went to the cross because He put

Himself there and He put Himself there 

because He loved us and wanted to die

for us (Galatians 2:20; Ephesians

5:2,25)! The Jews and Romans could not

do anything to Jesus without His

permission!

 

The Prayer Jesus Never Prayed
In John 18:10-11, we learn something else

that happened on that evening. Peter

rushed to the Lord’s rescue, and with a

mighty thrust but with poor aim, he

sliced off the right ear of a man named

Malchus! According to Dr. Luke, what

did Jesus do about this situation (Luke

22:51)?

___________________________________

Those who arrested Jesus saw two

amazing things: 1) They saw that Jesus

merely had to speak and say "I am He!"

and everyone fell down to the ground;

2) They also saw Jesus miraculously heal

a man whose ear had just been sliced

off by a sword!   Would the captors of

Jesus ever be able to say, "We had no

reason to believe He was the Son of

God"? 

Did Jesus really need Peter’s help? In

fact, Jesus told Peter that He could have

prayed, and the Father, without a

second's delay, would have given

Him  more than  twelve legions  of

_____________ (Matthew 26:53).

A  legion  at full strength consisted of

6,000 soldiers. Thus, 12 legions would

equal (6,000 X 12) __________________

soldiers.   The Father would have

sent  more than  12 legions of angels if

Jesus had asked for them! That would

have been a huge angelic army!

 

That angelic army would have been

more than 120 cohorts of angels (a

cohort is one-tenth of a legion), and the

Jews only had one cohort or band of 



Roman soldiers present to arrest Christ (John 18:3).   Keep in mind that angels are

very powerful creatures.     Just one angel could have wiped out an entire Roman

cohort or an entire Roman army!  If Christ had prayed this prayer, there would have

been at least one full legion of angels to protect each of the eleven disciples and

the Lord Himself!

 

Did Jesus pray this prayer? _______________________________

Why not (John 18:11)? 

_________________________________________________________________________

 

_________________________________________________________________________I

 

f Christ had saved Himself then how could mankind have been saved? If Christ had

not gone to the cross, then what hope would there be for sinful men and women,

boys and girls?

 

Did the Lord really need Peter or thousands of angels to protect Himself? If He

could merely speak and all His enemies would suddenly fall down to the ground,

could He not also speak and have all His enemies fall down to the ground dead? 

 

Jesus did not want to kill His enemies; He wanted to  die for His enemies  (see

Romans 5:6,8,10; John 3:17;12:47)!  What amazing love!

 

Love brought my Savior here to die

On Calvary;

For such a sinful wretch as I –

How can it be?

Love bridged the gulf 'twixt me and heaven

Taught me to pray;

I am redeemed, set free,  forgiven!

LOVE FOUND A WAY

Love found a way to redeem my soul!

Love found a way that could make me whole!

Love sent my Lord to the cross of shame!

Love found a way – 

O PRAISE HIS HOLY NAME!  
– Avis B. Christiansen

See Psalm 116:12–14



WRITER'S TEA TIME // BAKING
Parenthetical Expression - All cats (and some dogs) like fish.
 

A parenthetical expression is a word or words added to a sentence without

changing the meaning or grammar of the original sentence. Parenthetical

expressions give extra information but are not essential. You can add and remove a

parenthetical and the sentence works just the same.

 

Some information in a sentence is essential to its meaning, and some information

may be less important or "nonessential"

:Essential: The person taking money at the door asked for a form of identification.

Nonessential: The police, hoping to save time, took the expressway.

 

When nonessential information is added parenthetically to a sentence, it is usually

separated from the main sentence by commas or other punctuation. In fact there

are three types of punctuation that can separate parenthetical expressions:

commas , .......,          round brackets (.......)          long dashes —.......—

 

Commas  are the usual form of punctuation for parenthetics. Remember, if the

parenthetic appears in the middle of the sentence there must be TWO commas,

one before and one after.

 

Look at these examples of parenthetical expressions:

Some foods, sugar for example, are not

good for us.          Timothy, who lives

near Stonehenge,  goes to church

regularly.          Tara, although she comes

from a hot climate, hates hot weather.          

The 70th anniversary of the D-Day

landings  (6 June 1944) was attended by

many world leaders.          

 

Note that in all the above cases, where

the parenthetic is in the middle of the

sentence, there must be a PAIR of

punctuation marks—an opening mark

and a closing mark. However, when a

parenthetic is at the beginning or end of

a sentence, we can use a single comma

or a single dash. It is NOT possible to use

a single bracket.

Look at these examples: 

Well,  how are you going to explain

yourself now?          

You should never drink and drive, of

course.          

John had not been drinking—or so he

says.

 

Parenthetical expressions add
information but can easily be
removed without destroying the
meaning or grammar of the main
sentence.
 



Simple Shortbread
INGREDIENTS

1 cup butter (softened)

1/2 cup powdered sugar

2 cups all purpose flour

INSTRUCTIONS
Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. Prepare two large baking sheets lined with

parchment paper.

 

In a large bowl, cream together butter and sugar. 

 

Add flour and continue to mix until mixture forms a soft dough (it will be

crumbly at first, but keep mixing and it will form a dough). 

 

Form dough into a cohesive ball with your hands.

 

Roll dough balls to about 1/4-inch thick  and place on the cookie trays.

 

Bake for 16-18 minutes, or until cookies are pale golden brown. 

 

Let cool on baking sheets. Enjoy!

 

(You can dust with powdered sugar after baking if desired!)

The younger kids won't need to

necessarily use this information now-

going over punctuation marks in

general can be done here. As you write

the stories your kids dictate to you, it is

important that the scribe is properly

writing as well to model this for the

children.

For today's family activity- Dictionary Detail
Have each individual choose ten random words from a dictionary and use them to

suggest a character, a setting, and a problem. Put the character into a situation

where the problem is not easily overcome and write a short story. Have fun, and

note proper comma (brackets or even dashes) usage as you go! 
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Scheme #2--Taking Away the

Blessing
We read about Scheme #2 in Genesis

chapter 27. Jacob and Esau are no

longer boys. They are 77 years old. Their

father Isaac is very aged. He is 137 years

old and he could not see (Genesis 27:1).

 

Read Genesis 27:8,12-13. Should parents

always be obeyed? __________________  

Should Jacob have obeyed Rebekah in

this case? ___________ Why or why not?

___________________________________

___________________________________

In Genesis 27:12 what word describes

what Jacob actually was?

__________________ Consider Genesis

27:13. Suppose you have a friend that

wants you to participate in something

that is wrong (going to a wrong place or

doing something that is wrong).

Suppose your friend says something like

Rebekah said to Jacob: "Don’t worry. If

we get caught, I’ll take all the blame."

What is wrong with this kind of

thinking? Is it possible for a person to do

wrong and not suffer the

consequences? Read Matthew 27:24-25.

The Jews said, "We’ll take the blame for

crucifying Christ. Don’t worry Pilate. You

just let us do what we want to do and

we will take full responsibility." Did this

make Pilate innocent? ____________

Even though Pilate washed his hands,

did God consider him innocent?

_________   Did Pilate sin too (see John

19:11)?  _____________________________

Rebekah knew God’s promise (Genesis

25:23) but she tried a carnal scheme to

try to bring it to pass. And Jacob (who

was certainly old enough to know

better) went along with this scheme

and fully participated in the deception.

 

LESSON #1– LET US NOT DO EVIL THAT

GOOD MAY COME  (Romans 3:8).

Rebekah and Jacob had a good goal in

mind: to get God’s promised blessing.

But they did evil to try to get the good.

This is the sinful philosophy that says

the END JUSTIFIES THE MEANS. This is

not so! A good end (the promised

blessing) does not justify sinful means

(trying to deceive Jacob and lying to

him).   If God has promised us blessing,

then we should let Him bring the

blessing in His time and in His way.

 

LESSON #2–BE SURE YOUR SIN WILL

FIND YOU OUT  (Numbers 32:23).

Rebekah and Jacob were totally

exposed and their deception was

brought to light. As we are going to see,

Jacob’s sin was going to catch up with

him! Instead of being the DECEIVER he

is going to be the one DECEIVED!

 

LESSON #3– GOD REIGNS!   God is so

great that He is even able to use man’s

evil schemes to bring about His

purposes. Man is the wicked culprit and

God righteously carries out His

wonderful plan. God can use the evil

scheme of Joseph’s brothers to bring

about His will (Genesis 50:20). God can

even use the scheming plot of a Judas 



to accomplish His purpose (Luke 22:22).

Read Acts 2:23. Explain how this verse

shows that God was able to take the

worst crime ever committed by men

and use it to accomplish His good

purposes.

 

Jacob Encounters Some Problems
Usually our evil plans and plots do not

work out as well as we had hoped.

What was the first question Isaac asked

(Genesis 27:18)?

 __________________________________ 

Jacob was probably hoping that he

would not have to lie with his mouth,

but his sin of deception led to the next

sin of lying (like the downward spiral we

talked about in the last chapter).

 

Notice the next embarrassing question

that the father asked in verse 20. "How

did you kill the animals and prepare the

meat so quickly? Esau usually takes

more time than this!" Notice how Jacob

answers (verse 20). Not only does he lie

but he brings God’s Name into it! Does

this make the sin even worse? 

 

In verse 21 Isaac says, "Come near. I want

to FEEL you!" Jacob surely must have

been getting hot under his goat’s collar

by now! Notice verse 24. Lie follows lie!

 

Isaac Gets Right With the Lord
Isaac was determined to give his

blessing to his favorite son Esau even

though God had revealed otherwise

(see Genesis 25:23). Finally when Isaac

discovered that he had been tricked

into blessing Jacob, he "trembled very

exceedingly" (literally, he trembled with

a great trembling greatly)--see Genesis

27:33. HE WAS CAUGHT IN THE ACT! 

God caught up with Isaac and Isaac

finally realized it. He realized that he

was tricked into doing what he should

have done all along! It is as if Isaac were

saying, "Lord, You are right and I am

wrong. I have been fighting against

Your will all these years but now I’m

ready to surrender. I want You to have

Your way! I have blessed Jacob and HE

SHALL BE BLESSED (Genesis 27:33).

 

Jacob Goes To Get A Wife
Jacob made a journey to Haran to find

a wife. When a man is 77 years old it is a

good time to begin thinking about

marriage!  Jacob's mother Rebekah was

also from Haran. Jacob began his

journey not only to find a wife but also

to get away from Esau (see Genesis

27:41-43).

 

This was a dangerous and difficult trip.

Jacob had to travel hundreds of miles

ALONE. And remember, he was not the

kind of person who loved the great

"out-of-doors." He enjoyed staying at

home near Mother (Genesis 25:27). It

was on this trip that God met with

Jacob in a special way (Genesis 28:10-

22). God began doing a work in Jacob’s

heart, but there were still many lessons

that God had to teach Jacob. Finally

Jacob arrived at his destination and he

met Laban (Genesis 29:13-14). JACOB

HAS FINALLY MET HIS MATCH!  Laban

wasted no time in hatching a fantastic

plot to catch the heel-catcher and to

out-deceive the deceiver! Jacob’s sin

was going to catch up to him!

 

 

Copy write Psalm 27:7-8 today.



The Trials of Christ
Who Was Really Guilty?
Following His arrest, the sinless Son of

God was put on trial as a common

criminal and sentenced to death.

During the night and into the next

morning, six trials were held--three by

the Jews and three by the Romans.

These trials were totally unfair because

the Lord's enemies  had already made

up their minds  that Jesus was guilty

and that He should die. As we look at

these six trials it will become quite clear

who was really innocent and who was

really guilty!

1) Trial Number 1 – Jesus Before Annas

The Bible tells us that immediately after

Jesus was arrested, He was led first to

___________________ (John 18:13). The

Jewish people looked up to Annas and

considered him to be their leader.

 

During this brief trial Jesus made a very

fair request. He asked that honest

witnesses might be brought forth who

could tell what they knew about the

Lord and His teachings (John 18:21). This

fair request was immediately followed

by some very unfair treatment from the

hand of a Jewish officer who

 "S___________________  Jesus with the

________________ of his

H________________ " (John 18:22).

 

This officer took his hand and struck the

sinless Savior in the face. His hand was

not clenched in a fist, but he struck the

Lord with his open hand, either by a

blow with the palm of the hand or a

strong slap with the hand and fingers.

Even if Jesus had been an ordinary man

and guilty of a terrible crime, He would 

not have deserved such unfair

treatment. This was the first of many

such blows to the face that Jesus would

receive in the coming hours.

 

This trial and the ones to follow were

very unfair in many ways. These men

tried to get rid of the Lord Jesus by

whatever means possible. Holding this

trial at night was contrary to Jewish law.

Honest witnesses should have been

heard. A lawyer or defense attorney

should have been given to Jesus, not

just a slap in the face. Everything they

did was wrong and was done with

wrong motives.  As a result the trial was

unfair and unjust. All that mattered to

these Jewish leaders was to remove

Jesus from the earth and get rid of Him

once and for all.

 

2) Trial Number 2 – Jesus Before

Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin

After His visit with Annas, where was

Jesus taken (John 18:24)? _____________ 

 

Both Annas and Caiaphas wanted to

have Jesus put to death, and they were

not interested in having a fair trial. The

Jewish leaders were also present at this

trial (the council of Jewish leaders was

known as the Sanhedrin (Mark 14:55). 

 

Many false witnesses were brought

forward to speak against Jesus and to

say things about Him that were not

true, but what one person said did not

agree with what another person said

(Mark 14:56). Their testimony was

contradictory.

 

After a while, Caiaphas was amazed 



that Jesus was not saying anything

(Mark 14:60). When he asked Jesus

about this, the Lord said not a word

(Mark 14:61)! Usually men try to defend

themselves even when they know they

are wrong, and especially when they

know they are innocent. In this case the

Lord Jesus was completely innocent

and He had every right to speak out

against the unfair things that were

being said about Him, but He remained

silent! Can you find a verse in Isaiah 53

that speaks of our Lord’s silence before

His accusers? Verse: ________________. 

Compare 1 Peter 2:22-23.

 

There is a time to speak and there is a

time to be silent. Can you think of times

when it is better to speak up? Can you

think of times when it is better not to

speak? The Lord knew that His Heavenly

Father would take care of all the wrong

things that were being said and done to

Him.

 

Finally the High Priest (Caiaphas) said,

  "Are You the Son of God?"  (compare

Mark 14:61).   This time Jesus would no

longer keep silent. What answer did the

Lord give (Mark 14:62)? "I  A_____ !"

 

As soon as Jesus had said this, the High

Priest gave the verdict (Matthew 26:65):

He is guilty of

 B_________________________________.

(Blasphemy is when someone who is

only a man claims to be God.)

The Council then gave the sentence or

the punishment (Matthew 26:66):

He is worthy of  _________________.

 

What was His great crime? Why should

He die? Because He said that He was 

the Son  of God! When criminals were

crucified, the charge or accusation was

often written over their heads. For

example, if a man had intentionally

killed someone, they might write,  "This

is a murderer!"

 

What accusation was written over the

head of Jesus (Matthew27:37)?

___________________________________

This was His crime!

 

After deciding that Jesus was guilty and

worthy of death, these Jews took off

their religious masks and began to

show what kind of monsters they really

were. First they began to ____________

in His face (Matthew 26:67). They also

B_______________________ Him

(Matthew 26:67), which means they

clenched their fists and struck the Lord

even as a boxer would strike an

opponent (yet without the comfort of

boxing gloves). Others hit him hard with

the ___________ of their hands

(Matthew 26:67 – an openhanded slap

or cuff). As they punished Him with

their fists and their open hands, they

mocked Him and made fun of Him and

started playing games with Him.

 

Did the Lord know beforehand that all

these things would happen to him

(Mark 10:34; Luke 18:32)? _______



3) Trial Number 3 – Jesus Before

Caiaphas and the Sanhedrin

(Formal Trial at Dawn)

The council (Sanhedrin) of Jewish

leaders gathered together for one more

meeting. When did this take place

(Matthew 27:1)?

 ___________________________________

We should remember that Jesus was

awake all that night and had gone

many hours without sleep. He must

have been extremely tired and

exhausted. Sometimes when we must

miss sleep and when we are very tired,

we can remember that our Savior

knows just how it feels to be physically

exhausted (Heb. 4:15).

 

The Jewish leaders knew that their

night trial was unfair and wrong, so as

soon as the morning came they

condemned Christ and said He should

be put to D_____________ (Matthew

27:1). The enemies of our Lord had a

problem however. Even though they

wanted to put Jesus to death they were

unable to do this. It was against the law

(see John 18:31). Only the Romans could

put a man to death.   If they were able

to, the Jews probably would have

stoned Christ (see John 10:31), but the

Romans put criminals to death by

crucifying them on a wooden cross. 

 

4) Trial Number 4 – Jesus Before Pilate

the First Time

The Jews bound Jesus and led Him to

Pilate the Roman G__________________

(Matthew 27:2). They wanted Pilate’s

permission   to have Him executed (put

to death) as a criminal.

 

According to Pilate’s evaluation, was 

Jesus guilty or innocent (Luke 23:4)?

___________________________________  

Pilate wanted to set Jesus free, but the

Jewish leaders would not be happy

until Jesus was dead.

 

Finally Pilate sent Jesus to another ruler

who happened to be in the city of

Jerusalem, whose name was

H______________ (Luke 23:7). This was

the same Herod who had murdered

John the Baptist (Mark 6:16,27). 

 

5) Trial Number 5 – Jesus Before Herod

Herod was very glad to see Jesus

because he had heard all about Jesus,

and he hoped to see Jesus perform

some M____________________ (Luke

23:8). Did Jesus put on a show for Herod

and perform all sorts of miracles (Luke

23:9-11)?_________

Did Jesus say anything to Herod (Luke

23:9)? ___________

Jesus once spoke about Herod and He

called him "that F_________"   (Luke

13:32). The  FOX  wanted to have

some  FUN  with Jesus. According to

Luke 23:11 Herod joined with his soldiers

to mock Jesus and to dress Him in a

gorgeous, regal robe. Finally they sent

Him again to P___________ (Luke 23:11).

 

6) Trial Number 6 – Jesus Before Pilate

the Second Time

Herod may have been glad to see Jesus

(compare Luke 23:8), but Pilate was not!

He wanted to do what he knew was

right but he also did not want to anger

the Jews.  He faced a great dilemma.

 

Did Pilate find Jesus to be guilty or

innocent (Luke 23:13-14)? Did Pilate think

that Jesus was worthy of death 



(Luke 23:15)? _______ Did Pilate want to

crucify Him or release Him (Luke 23:16)?

____________________________ 

 

What did the Jews want Pilate to do

(Luke 23:21)? ________________________ 

Pilate’s next plan was to whip Jesus. He

hoped that the Jews might have pity

upon Jesus and he hoped they might

say, "That’s enough punishment! You’ve

hurt Him enough!" Then Pilate could

release Him. Therefore, Pilate took Jesus

and ___________________ Him (John

19:1).

 

Nothing was more terrible than the

Roman scourge. It was a terrible whip

and a very cruel way of punishing

criminals. It had a short wooden handle

to which several cords were attached,

and on the ends of the cords there were

pieces of sharp metal or pieces of bone.

The whip would cut into the bare back

of the victim and cause terrible pain.

Often the person would faint and in

some cases men would even die from

such a whipping. They did this to the

Lord Jesus, the Righteous, Holy,

Innocent One! He was willing to suffer

and bleed and die so that He could

save us (the guilty ones) and bring us to

God (1 Peter 3:18)!

 

For the Roman soldiers, scourging was

not enough. They, like Herod, wanted to

have some fun with Jesus:

1)  They robed Him  with a scarlet or

purple robe (Mark 15:17; Matthew 27:28).

After being whipped, Jesus must have

felt pain as the robe went down on the

raw wounds of His back.

2)  They  crowned Him with a crown of

thorns (Mark 15:17) and pressed it upon 

His head.

3) They sceptered Him. After they forced

Jesus to sit down, they placed in His

right hand a sturdy R_____________ 

(Matthew 27:29) because a king must

have a scepter (a rod or staff carried and

held by a king as a symbol of power

and authority).

4)  They  adored Him  in cruel mockery. 

They were pretending to honor Him but

it was done in a mocking way (making

fun of Him). A soldier would drop to his

knees and say, "H__________,

K__________ of the J__________!"

(Matthew 27:29) Then another would

take his turn, and still another, until all

had shared in this fun.

5) They spit  upon Him. They seemed to

act worse than beasts (Matthew 27:30).

Each soldier, when his turn would

come, after getting up from his knees

would spit into the face of God’s only

begotten Son.

6)  They  slapped Him  hard in the face

with the palms of their hands (John

19:3), the same face that the Jews had

repeatedly slapped and buffeted just

hours before. Does this help us to

understand Isaiah 52:14 and 53:2?

7)  They hit Him.  As the soldiers came

before Jesus one by one, they removed

the reed (scepter) from the hand of

Jesus and then hit Him on the head

with it (Matthew 27:30) as if to say,

"What kind of a King are You? One that

gets hit over the head with His own

scepter!"

 

But, before we start feeling sorry for

Jesus, we need to remember that these

soldiers are the ones that we should

really feel sorry for. There will come

another day when these same men 



must bow before the King, the very One that they mocked and mistreated (see

Philippians 2:9-11). Will you also bow your knee before this King? _________________

 

Finally, after all this was done, Pilate brought Jesus out so that all the people could

see Him (John 19:5). What did the Jews say (circle the correct answer):

"Jesus has been punished enough. Please do not punish Him anymore."

"We realize that Jesus is really innocent. It was wrong for us to condemn Him to

death!"

"CRUCIFY HIM!"

"We have sinned against God and against God’s Son. Oh God, please forgive us

for this great sin!"

 

All of Pilate’s efforts failed and finally he did just what the crowd wanted. Jesus was

sent away to be crucified.

 

Are there times when you are mistreated by others, perhaps at school or in the

neighborhood? Do people ever mock you or make fun of you? Do people ever

accuse you of being wrong or doing something wrong when in your heart you

know that you did what was right? Have friends or foes ever hurt you in a physical

way (in fighting or throwing things, etc.)?

 

Does the Lord Jesus know exactly what it is like to be treated in such ways? Does

He know what it is like to be mocked and made fun of and injured and falsely

accused? Can He be an understanding Friend to us at times like these (Hebrews

4:15 and 2:17-18)?   Jesus left us an example as to how we should act in such

situations (1 Peter 2:20-23), and He is able to help us at such times!

1.

2.

3.

4.



C R A F T I N G  I N  A C T I O N  / /  M A T H
How has this past week been? Did you need to go get anything out of your

"excess" piles? Did you find it easier to keep a clean and tidy space? Do you

see other areas in your home that could use a clearing of excess?

 

There's a wonderful book, we HIGHLY recommend it, called Christian Heroes

Here & Now: George Mueller. You should remember him from last month's

studies. In this they share an account of his ridding his home of possessions

and excess because he felt it could hinder him from serving the Lord and

following God's will for his life. 

 

Think about that- if God put a calling on your family to move to Africa and

serve his people there, could you do so? Could you just up and go... or would

you have to decline? What would the reasons be that would hold you back

and have to tell God 'No" to His calling? Discuss these things, Biblically can

you find reassurance in those feelings?

 

Now today- again, let's pick one more room (or space) and do the same

process! Don't grumble- work as if you are working for the Lord! (As ALL our

work is!) Put on some music, open the windows, see who can get rid of the

most or finish their space first, enjoy the process! Next week we'll address the

excess piles! 

"If anyone desires to live a life of faith and trust

in God he must: Not merely say that he trusts in

God but must really do so. Often individuals

profess to trust in God, but they embrace every

opportunity where they may directly or

indirectly tell someone about their need. I do

not say it is wrong to make known our financial

situation, but it hardly displays trust in God to

expose our needs for the sake of getting other

people to help us. God will take us at our word.

If we do trust in Him, we must be satisfied to

stand with Him alone.The individual who

desires to live this way must be content

whether he is rich or poor. He must be willing to

live in abundance or in poverty. He must be

willing to leave this world without any

possessions."  -George Mueller
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Question: "What is Jacob's Ladder?"

 

Answer:  The term "Jacob's Ladder"

has become a common phrase—it

has been used as a movie title, a

book title, a name of a flower, and

even as a name of an electrical

device. But from where did this

phrase originate?

 

Genesis 28:10-12  first mentions

"Jacob's Ladder" when it says, "Jacob

left Beersheba and set out for Haran.

When he reached a certain place, he

stopped for the night because the

sun had set. Taking one of the stones

there, he put it under his head and

lay down to sleep. He had a dream in

which he saw a stairway/ladder

resting on the earth, with its top

reaching to heaven, and the angels of

God were ascending and descending

on it.

 

"It is in this passage that God reveals

Himself to Jacob and reaffirms the

covenant He made with Abraham,

promising Jacob (who will later be

named Israel) that his offspring will

be many and that the Promised Land

will one day belong to his

descendants. In this vision Jacob sees

something similar to a ladder or a

stairway (Hebrew word:  sullam)

which signifies a connection

between God and man. In this

instance, it was God who provided

the means necessary to link Himself 

to man as opposed to the men of

Babel in Genesis 11 who tried to reach

heaven by their own actions, aside

from the help of God.

 

These two passages of Scripture

reflect differing schools of thought

over the issue of salvation: One group

tries to reach heaven based on their

own actions aside from God's help,

but the other group has access to

heaven based on the provisions of

God and only the provisions of God.

 

As Christians we see this dream of

Jacob's as highly symbolic,

representing the Mediator, Jesus

Christ, who came to earth and

became that ladder or stairway for us

to reconnect the relationship with

God that was severed because of

sin.  Romans 5:1-2  says, "Therefore,

since we have been justified through

faith, we have peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ,

through whom we have gained

access by faith into this grace in

which we now stand."

 

According to the Bible, Jesus was our

ideal "Jacob's Ladder" who came to

earth, from the line of Jacob, through

the provisions of God, and redeemed

us so that we may live in heaven for

eternity.



Copy write Psalm 28:6-7 in your

journal/notebook.

 

Do you ever think of how awful it is

that there is so much wickedness in

the world? How so many evil people

can do such awful things- usually to

good, innocent people! Look at verse

4-- it may seem like they're getting

away with it... but no one every gets

away with sin. A time is coming, and

without repenting and turning to

Christ, judgement will be served!

 

 

 

 

The Empty Grave
 The good news  (gospel) of the Bible

is that Christ __________ for our

________  according to the Scriptures

(1 Corinthians 15:3). But the good

news does not stop here.   The death

of Christ is only half the good news. 

What is the rest of the good news  (1

Corinthians 15:4)? "...and that He was

buried and that He ______________   

_________________   the third day

according to the Scriptures."

 

Have you ever read a biography? A

biography is the written story of a

person’s life. Perhaps you have read a

biography about George Washington

(our first president) or Babe Ruth (a

great baseball player) or Helen Keller

(a girl who was both deaf and blind)

or about some other famous person.

The first chapter in a biography

usually tells about the person’s birth.

The last chapter in a biography 

usually tells about the person’s death.

There is not much more that can be

said about the person after the

person dies. The story of the person's

life ends when the person's life ends.

After death the person will do no

more and say no more. George

Washington did not serve as our

President after he died! Babe Ruth

did not hit any more home runs after

he was put in the grave! Bach and

Mozart and Beethoven did not write

any more music after they died! Dead

people do not do such things!

Nothing more can be written about

the life after the person dies because

there is nothing more that the person

will do or say. The man (or woman)

has passed on and no other chapter

can be written about the person’s life.

You can write about the funeral and

the person’s children and the

person’s lasting influence, but there is

nothing more to say about the

person. He (or she) is dead!

 

The biography of Jesus Christ is quite

amazing. It is different from any other

biography!  The story of His death is

not the last chapter! Here are some

examples: Matthew 27 tells about

Christ’s death. Is this the last chapter?

Mark 15 tells about Christ’s death. Is

this the last chapter? Luke 23 tells

about Christ’s death. Is this the last

chapter? John 19 tells about Christ’s

death. Is this the last chapter? After

the story of the death of Christ  we

read more! The story of His death is

not the last chapter! We find this Man

still doing certain things and saying 



certain things. There are new

chapters because the One who had

been dead now  lives again!   His

biography continues on!

 

The death of Christ was not the end.

In the book of Revelation (the last

book of the New Testament) we find

that the Lord Jesus Christ is still alive

and is still speaking! For example, see

Revelation 1:18.   "I am the living one. I

died, but look—I am alive forever and

ever! And I hold the keys of death

and the grave."  His story goes on and

on!

 

What Really Happened?
Did the Lord Jesus ever predict that

He would come alive from the dead

(Matthew 16:21)? _______________

Before it ever happened He knew all

about it! Read Mark 9:9-10 and Mark

9:31-32. Did the disciples understand

these things? _____________The

enemies of the Lord took this

prediction very seriously (see

Matthew 27:62,66). Were the enemies

of Christ aware that He had said that

He would rise again (Matthew 27:63)?

____________________ What terrible

name did they call Jesus (Matthew

27:63)? D______________________ Did

Christ deceive people or did He

always tell them the truth?

_________________________________

What did these people do to make

sure that Christ would not rise again

as He said He would (Matthew 27:64–

66)? Notice that they did three things:

1. Rolled a huge stone across the

opening of the tomb. 

2. Sealed the stone.

3. Had men guard the tomb to make

sure no one would come and steal

the body (see Matthew 28:4).

 

They did everything that they could

to keep Christ in the grave!

Read Matthew 28:1–8. What

happened? Why was the stone rolled

away by the angels? Was this done so

that Christ could come out? No, the

tomb was already empty (see

Matthew 28:6 – "He is _______   

_________").     The living, risen Christ

had no problem getting out of the

tomb, just as He had no problem

getting into a room even though the

doors were shut and locked (see John

20:19,26)! The angel rolled away the

stone  so that all could see that the

grave was empty!  (It would be hard

to tell that the tomb was empty if the

stone across the entrance was

blocking the view!)

 

Usually when a Roman guard failed

to do his job he was put to death. For

example, if a soldier was told to

guard a prisoner and the prisoner

escaped, then very likely the guard

would be put to death for allowing

this to happen. In the case of the

guards who watched Christ’s tomb it

is very interesting to see what

happened to them (see Matthew

28:11–15). Were they put to death? 

Instead of being put to death they

were paid money!  They were paid

money (bribed) so that they would lie

about what had happened! What

was the false story that they were 



told to tell ?

_________________________________

 

_________________________________

These enemies had called Christ

a deceiver (Matthew 27:63). Who were

the real deceivers?

_________________________________

 

Why is  the Resurrection
Important?
In order to see how very important

the resurrection of Christ is, let’s

assume or pretend that it never truly

happened (even though we know it

really did). Let us suppose that Christ

did not really come alive again from

the dead. Let us suppose that Christ

died and He remained dead. If this

were true, what would this mean?

1) The Bible tells us again and again

that Christ rose again from the dead.

If Christ did not really rise again, then

what would this mean?  This would

mean that the Bible is not true! This

would mean that we cannot really

believe the Bible. If the resurrection is

false, then the Bible is false also. The

resurrection is part of God’s Word. It’s

part of God’s plan. The truth of God’s

Word includes the truth of the

resurrection.   If God cannot be

trusted in what He says about the

resurrection, then can He be trusted

in what He says about salvation,

heaven, eternal life and other

subjects?     But thankfully, everything

God has said in His Word is absolutely

true (John 17:17).

2) Jesus Christ clearly said that He

would rise again (Matthew 16:21; 17:9;

17:22-23; etc.). Can we really believe

His Word or was He a liar? Was He

really a Deceiver as His enemies

claimed? If Christ did not rise again,

then His words and predictions

would have been false. This would

mean that the Lord Jesus did not

speak the truth.

 

3) The gospel or good news (glad

tidings) is that Christ rose again from

the dead on the third day (1 Cor. 15:4).

If this never really happened, then we

do not really have good news at all! If

good news is not true news, then it

cannot be good news!  You could say,

"I’ve got good news. It is not raining!

We can go to the beach!"     Then I

could look out the window and see

heavy rain! This would mean that

your good news is not good news at

all because it is not true news! If

Christ is still dead then there is no

good news and there is no gospel!

 

4) People are told to believe in the

resurrection! In fact, a person must

believe this in order to be saved (see

Romans 10:9)! Those who are true

Christians are those who truly believe

that Jesus Christ died for them and

that He arose from the dead. Some

even sing the hymn,  "He lives! He

lives! Christ Jesus lives today!"  If Jesus

Christ does not live, then our faith is

_____________  (see 1 Cor.15:17). Our

faith is no good at all! We have put 



our faith in a dead Savior who is not

able to save anyone!

If a person believes in Santa Claus,

then this person’s faith is in vain

because he is trusting someone who

is not alive, is not even real and who

does not even exist. If Jesus Christ is

not alive, then believers are trusting

in a Savior who is dead and unable to

help them.   Faith is only as good as

the object of that faith. If you put

your faith in a broken chair that is

unable to hold any weight, then you

will fall to the ground when you try to

sit on it. It is foolish to put your faith

in a broken chair. How much better

to put your faith in a strong chair that

can even hold a 400 pound man

when he sits on it! How foolish it

would be to put your faith in a dead

Savior!   How wise it is to put your

faith in a strong Savior who is alive

and who is able to save even the

worst sinner!  See 1 Timothy 1:15.

 

5) If Christ did not rise again, then

those who told us that He did are all

liars. Think of the men who wrote the

New Testament. Think of Matthew

and John and Peter. All of these men

wrote and said that Jesus Christ arose

from the dead. Even the Apostle Paul,

who wrote many New Testament

books, said that Christ rose again and

that  he himself saw Him!   If the

resurrection of Christ never really

happened, then these men were

LIARS (see 1 Cor. 15:15 – "false 

witnesses"). They were either LIARS

(those who knew Christ was dead but

said that He was alive) or they were

LUNATICS (deluded men who

thought Christ was alive even though

He really was not alive). The Bible

would be of no value to us if it were

written by men who were trying to

deceive us (LIARS) or men who were

themselves deceived and deluded

(LUNATICS)! Read John 21:24. Are

these the words of a deceiver or are

these the words of a man who was

an eyewitness and who was telling

the truth?

 

6) Christians worship the Lord on

Sunday (the first day of the week)

because this is the day that the Lord

Jesus Christ rose again from the

dead. Every Sunday we remember

His resurrection and we are

reminded that we serve a living

Saviour and Lord. If Christ did not rise

again from the dead, then Christians

would be coming together every

Sunday to remember something that

never really happened! We would

gather together on the first day of the

week to worship a dead Saviour. How

foolish!

 

7) The resurrection had an important

effect on man’s standing before God.

If Christ did not rise again, then we

would still be in our sins (1 Cor. 15:17).

There would be no hope of salvation.

There would be no forgiveness of sins. 



A dead Saviour cannot save or

forgive anyone. Only a  living

Saviour has power to save (Hebrews

7:25). The sacrifice that satisfies must

not end in death, but in life. Christ

died on the cross but He is not still

on the cross. He is risen!

 

We may pretend that Jesus Christ

did not really rise again. But

pretending something does not

change the facts! We know that the

Lord Jesus rose again just as He said

He would (see Matthew 28:6:   "He is

risen A_____ H_______

S___________").   It is helpful to think

about what would have been

different if Christ did not rise again. 

However, it is important to

remember the fact that "Now is

Christ risen from the dead!" --1 Cor.

15:20). It is a fact! It is true! It really

happened! Over _____________ (how

many?) people saw the living Christ

with their own eyes (1 Cor. 15:6)!

Therefore, He is not dead, the Bible

is true, we do have good news, our

faith is not in vain, those who first

told of His resurrection were not

liars, and on Sunday we worship a

living Savior who is able to give life

to every one who believes in Him.

Most of all, the Lord Jesus Christ is

not a liar or a deceiver, but He is "the

way, the truth and  the life" (John

14:6). 

The Miracle of Changed Lives
The resurrection of Christ was the

greatest miracle of all time. This

great miracle also resulted in many

other miracles.

 

Has the living Christ made a

difference in your life?

Has  something happened  to you?

Has your life been changed by the

power of the living Christ?

 

Today there are hundreds and

thousands of people who can gladly

share that Christ has changed their

lives. By the power of the living

Christ they have turned from sin to

the Savior.

 

!Jesus Christ is living today! Have you

met Him? Do you know Him? What

has He done for you?



W A T C H  &  L E A R N  / /  H I S T O R Y

We learned about the MOST important event of all history today- the death,

burial and resurrection of Jesus, the Messiah!

 

There is no other event to have ever taken place that is more important than

that-- now we look forward to His return!

 

I highly recommend that as a family you watch a movie depicting Christ's

life. The Passion of the Christ, the last episodes of The Bible series, The Gospel

of Matthew, etc... For little kids What's in the Bible is great. These movies are

graphic, so decide accordingly. I think even the graphic parts are important

to understand as we realize just what was done on our behalf.

Read pages 24-33 (the first paragraph) in The Bible in World History by

Stephen Leston. 

 

Discuss and follow up any points of interest with a Google or Youtube

search! Much can be learned by pursuing little notes or characters that

stand out to us as we read and learn! 

Jesus perfectly

fulfilled the Holy

Days with His

death, burial and

resurrection. Now

we wait with

anticipation for

the remaining

fulfillment of the

feasts with his

return!



D A Y  3 5  / /  W E E K  7

Catch up on any Bible reading you missed this week - if

you're caught up, re-read Psalms 25-28!

 

I know we covered a LOT this week! Take your time

moving through as needed- take today to catch up, go

over anything you need to. It's a lot of information-- but

it's IMPORTANT information! This should be a time

where we enjoy learning, move at a slower pace if need

be, pray together as a family every day before beginning. 

 

We're unlocking a lot of information-- and it all comes

together to form one big picture. Enjoy the journey!

What are 5 things you learned this week?

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________



G A M I N G  I N  A C T I O N  / /  U N S C H O O L
Fridays are for FUN! :) We've worked hard this week so we can

catch up on any work that is left, clean prepare our home for

the weekend (and Sabbath even!), and then enjoy some play

time! 

 

Pick one of the games off the list your family compiled and

play one (or more!) of them! 



MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY  / /  Rev iew  Day

__________________________

B I B L E  / /  3  C H A P T E R S R E A D I N G  / /  2 0 - 3 0  M I N S

WEEK EIGHT
S CR I P TURE  S PO T L I GH T :

 

W R I T I N G  / /  1 0 - 1 5  M I N S M A T H  D R I L L S  / /  1 0 - 1 5
M I N S

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

MONDAY  

__________________________

TUESDAY

__________________________

WEDNESDAY

__________________________

THURSDAY

__________________________

FRIDAY

__________________________

Genes i s /Psa lm  29 ,  John  1

Genes i s /Psa lm  30 ,  John  2

Genes i s /Psa lm  3 1 ,  John  3

Genes i s /Psa lm  30 ,  John  4

Psa lms  29 -30

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p . 190

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .  203

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .  228

Fami ly :  Farmer  Boy  p .  240

(Catch  Up  as  Needed )



W E E K  E I G H T  / /  F A M I L Y  F O C U S

M o n d a y T u e s d a y W e d n e s d a y

T h u r s d a y

N a t u r e  I n  A c t i o n :

N a t u r e  W a l k  &

D a n d e l i o n  H u n t ,

D I Y  T e a  &  S t u d y

P a g e s

 

B i b l e :  H e a v e n  f o r

K i d s  p . 4 9 -  5 4

( m i d d l e )  &  P D F ,

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  &

C o m m u n i c a t i o n

W r i t e r ' s  T e a  T i m e :

W r i t e  a  S t o r y  M i n d

M a p  f o r  y o u r

F a m i l y  S t o r y

 

 

B a k i n g :   F r u i t

S a l s a  &  C i n n a m o n

C h i p s

C r a f t i n g  I n  A c t i o n :

M i n i m a l i s t  H o m e ,

W e e k  4  -  G i v i n g !

 

 

M a t h :  C o m p l e t e  t h e

m a t h  l e s s o n .

F r i d a y

W a t c h  &  L e a r n :

P i c k  f r o m  a

s u g g e s t e d  v i d e o  t o

w a t c h  t o g e t h e r  a n d

d i s c u s s .

 

H i s t o r y :  T h e  B i b l e

i n  W o r l d  H i s t o r y

p . 3 3 - 3 9  &  R e v i e w

Q u e s t i o n s

G a m i n g  I n  A c t i o n :

P l a y  g a m e s !  O u t /

i n d o o r ,  b o a r d

g a m e s ,  c a r d s ,  v i d e o

g a m e s .  P l a y !

 

C h i l d - L e d  I n t e r e s t :

E n c o u r a g e  a n d

h e l p  t o  f o l l o w

t h e i r  o w n

i n t e r e s t s !

NOTES

PRAYER
REQUESTS



D A Y  3 6  / /  W E E K  8
The Trickster Is Tricked!
Genesis 29
 

Laban happened to have just what

Jacob wanted: RACHEL (see Genesis

29:15-20). Instead of giving him

Rachel for free, Laban took

advantage of the opportunity. He

made a deal with Jacob. Does this

remind you of the deal that Jacob

once made with hungry Esau? (see

Scheme #1)

 

It is as if Laban were saying

something like this: "Jacob, you have

what I want and I have what you

want. I’ll give you Rachel and you

give me seven years of hard work."

Laban was able to get Jacob to "sign

on the dotted line" and the deal was

made!   This again reminds us of the

time Jacob forced Esau to sign on

the dotted line!

 

Seven years seemed like nothing to

Jacob (Genesis 29:20). He would

gladly have "climbed the highest

mountain, crossed the hottest desert

and sailed the deepest ocean" for

her! He would gladly put in seven

years for the girl he loved!

 

At the end of these seven years

Jacob is 84 years old. The time has

come for the wedding (Genesis

29:21-22). Instead of giving him

Rachel, who did Laban give him 

(Genesis 29:23)? __________________

Remember, during the wedding the

bride is veiled! Jacob thought that it

was Rachel but he was completely

mistaken, and in the morning,

"BEHOLD, IT WAS ___________"

(Genesis 29:25). Jacob was tricked!

Does this remind you of another

earlier case of mistaken identity?

 

You can imagine the conversation of

that night:

JACOB: "The voice does not sound

familiar. Who are you?"

LEAH: "(in a pretend voice) I’m

Rachel." 

 

Compare Genesis 27:18,19,22 and see

Scheme #2.   The heel-catcher was

caught! The fox was out-foxed!

 

What Should Jacob Have Done?
Laban explained to Jacob that it was

a custom in that country not to give

the younger daughter before the

firstborn daughter (Genesis 29:26).

Wasn’t it nice of Laban to wait until

now to tell him of this custom!

Laban told him that he could also

have Rachel in seven days but there

was a catch to it: "You have to

work  seven more years  to pay for

both wives!"  See Genesis 29:26-27.

 

What should Jacob have done when

he discovered that it was Leah

instead of Rachel? He should have 



done just what his father did when

he discovered that it was Jacob

instead of Esau. He should have

"trembled with a very great

trembling." He should have cried out

and said, "Lord, my sin has caught up

with me! The way I have been

treated and tricked is just how I

treated and tricked my father. Lord,

You have now trapped me and I am

getting just what I deserve. Help me

to be content with Leah. I want to

do Your will!"

 

Did Jacob do this? _____ Instead of

claiming the wife God had given

him, he H_______________ her

(Genesis 29:31)! He hated the wife

that God gave to him! But the Lord

greatly blessed Leah. God gave her

six  children (three times more

children than any of Jacob’s other

wives had. His other three wives

each had only two children), and

most importantly God made Leah

the mother of the Messiah!   Leah

gave birth to JUDAH and Christ

came from the line of Judah

(Matthew 1:2-3).

 

The Deceiver Is Deceived Again
Read Genesis 37:31-35. Isaac was

deceived by his son Jacob. Was

Jacob ever deceived by his sons?

Jacob used the skin of a goat to

deceive his father into thinking that

he was hairy Esau. Was Jacob

deceived by the use of a goat? Esau

learned of the deception on the very

same day, but Jacob did not learn of 

the deception against him until

years later when he finally

discovered that Joseph was alive.

Scheming Jacob had to learn some

very hard lessons during his life.

 

It does not pay to scheme and

connive and plot and deceive. It

does pay to trust the Lord and let

Him work things out. Remember,

there will always be those who like

Jacob will be deceiving and being

deceived (see 2 Timothy 3:12-17). But

keep in mind that there is one

Person that you will never be able to

trick: 'Don’t be misled—you cannot

mock the justice of God. You will

always harvest what you plant.

(GALATIANS 6:7). 

 

Jacob sowed deception and later

that’s exactly what he reaped. May

we not follow in his steps.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What does God's voice sound like?

We see it referred to often as

thunder, or the rushing of the waves.

Next time you hear a thunderstorm-

or the crashing of the waves-- think

of these words in Psalm 29.

 

 

Copy write Psalm 29:3-4!



John 1 // THE GOD-MAN
 

Introduction
Some have called the Gospel of

John the greatest book in the world.

More copies of this book have been

printed than any other book of the

Bible. Thousands of people have

come to know the Lord through

reading John's gospel. The most

familiar and famous verse of

Scripture is found in this book: 

JOHN 3:16. 

 

The Human Writer
John, the human author, was one of

the twelve disciples and also the

brother of J_____________________

(Matthew 10:2)  He is called the

disciple which Jesus loved. (John

13:23; 21:20). John personally

witnessed most of the things he

wrote about in this gospel and he

was actually there when these

events took place. What are we told

about the things that John has

written in this Book (see John 19:35

and 21:24)?

 

Are there other things that John

could have written about the Lord

(John 21 :25)? The Gospel of John is

only __________ chapters in length.

John could have written many more

things about the Christ whom he

knew so well.

 

John's Purpose in Writing
Why did John write this Gospel? Why

did he carefully record some of the 

things that Jesus said and did in this

Book? In John 20:31 John tells us

exactly why he wrote this Gospel:

"But these are written so that you

may continue to believe that Jesus is

the Messiah, the Son of God, and

that by believing in him you will

have life by the power of his name."

God wants men, women, boys and

girls to BELIEVE on His Son, and

those who do believe will have LIFE.

Is this similar to what Jesus said in

John 6:47? ______________________

 

Outline of John Chapters 1 and 2
1A. THE WORD (John 1:1-18). 

2A. THE WITNESS (John 1:19-51). 

1B. John the Baptist (John 1:19-34). 

2B. Andrew tells Peter (John 1:35-42).

3B.   Philip tells Nathanael (John 1:43-

51).

3A. THE FIRST MIRACLE OF JESUS (John      

2:1-12). 

4A.  THE ZEAL  OF THE LORD JESUS        

 (John 2:13-17).

5A.    THE SIGN  OF HIS DEATH AND

RESURRECTION (John 2:18-22).

 

Who is THE WORD?
In the very first verse of John's

Gospel we are introduced to a

Person who is called "THE WORD."

How many times does this

expression ("THE WORD") occur in

verse 1? ______________________

Can you find another verse in

Chapter 1 where this Person is called

"THE WORD"? ____________________ 

 

Who Is THE WORD? The first 18

verses of Chapter 1 describe this 



Person. Let us see what these verses

tell us about the identity of the

Person who is called "THE WORD."

 

After reading John 1:1-18 it must be

concluded that these verses are

speaking about the Person of Jesus

Christ. In fact, the entire Gospel of

John is about this Person--His

mission, His ministry, His miracles

and His mighty work of

redemption.  

 

Why Is Jesus Christ Called 
THE WORD?
Ideas are expressed by words. When

people communicate they usually

communicate by using words, either

spoken or written. The next time you

want to tell your parents something,

try doing it without using words! See

if you can communicate to them

without using any words, written or

spoken. It is not very easy! Even the

sign language that deaf people use

is WORD communication because

the different signs stand for different

words or letters.

 

God wants to communicate to men.

God wants to reveal Himself to men.

God could have done this in

different ways. He could have

spoken to us directly from heaven.

He could have sent angels to

communicate to us. But God chose

the very best way: HE SENT HIS SON!

Jesus Christ is the clear

communication of God. Jesus Christ

is GOD'S WORD TO US! Jesus Christ 

made it possible for man to see and

know what God is really like

(compare John 1:18 and John 14:8-9).

In these last days God has "spoken to

us by _______    _________" (Hebrews

1:2). This is why He is called THE

WORD. There are actually two main

ways in which God has

communicated Himself to men: 

1) God has communicated Himself

through the living WORD OF GOD,

Jesus Christ. 

2) God has communicated Himself

through the written WORD OF GOD,

the Bible (the 66 Books).

 

He Was God!
There are many people who believe

that Jesus was a great teacher or a

godly prophet or even the best man

that ever lived. But the Gospel of

John makes it very clear that Jesus

was not just a man. The last 4 words

in John 1:1 say "_____________         

_________________         

_____________       ______________" 

He was WITH GOD and He WAS

GOD (John 1:1).

 

How can a Person be WITH GOD and

also BE GOD? You can be WITH

YOUR FRIEND, but you cannot BE

YOUR FRIEND. How could Jesus

both be with God and be God? To

understand this we need to

remember that God is a TRINITY

(one God in 3 Persons)!

1) Jesus, the Son of God, was with

God the Father (compare John 17:5). 

2) Jesus is God. He is God the Son.



One God in three Persons!  Our little

minds cannot fully understand this,

but God wants us to believe His

Word even when we do not

understand it! Finite minds will

never fully understand an infinite

God!

 

The fact that Jesus Christ is God is

also seen in John 1:3-- "All things

were ____________ by Him." JESUS

CHRIST IS THE CREATOR OF ALL

THINGS (see also Colossians 1:16;

Ephesians 3:9; Hebrews 1:2 and John

1:10). Only God can create! Everything

that you can see, touch or feel was

made by Jesus Christ. He even made

the very wood that was used to

construct the manger on which He

was laid or the cross upon which He

died!

 

Jesus Christ's creative power is seen

in the first miracle that He ever

performed (John 2:1-11). Jesus told

the servants to fill 6 waterpots with

water (John 2:6-7). A "firkin" was

equal to about 10 gallons. Two firkins

would be about 20 gallons and

three firkins would be about 30

gallons. Let's assume that each

waterpot contained about 25

gallons. How many waterpots were

there altogether (John 2:6)? ________ 

How many total gallons would all of

these waterpots contain? __________

 

By His creative power Jesus Christ

instantly transformed 150 gallons of

water into wine (John 2:9)! It was this 

same Jesus Christ who made man

out of dust (Genesis 2:7) and who

made woman out of man (Genesis

2:21-22) and who made all things out

of nothing (Hebrews 11:3)! Jesus

Christ is the all-powerful Creator!

 

He Became Man
The ETERNAL GOD became a

man:  'So the Word became human

and made his home among us. He

was full of unfailing love and

faithfulness. And we have seen his

glory, the glory of the Father’s one

and only Son.' (John l:14). Jesus Christ

has not always been man. John 1:14

teaches us that he BECAME (was

made) a MAN. The Son of God

became flesh! He was born of the

virgin Mary and He became a

member of the human race. He

possessed a true human body made

of flesh and blood and bones. The

wonderful truth of John 1:14 was

once explained to a group of Indians

in a way that they could

understand:  Jesus came down from

heaven and pitched His tent right

next to mine. Yes, the Word became

flesh and DWELT AMONG US!

 

A caterpillar becomes a butterfly.

When we say it becomes a butterfly

we are saying that there was a time

when it was not a butterfly. When

we say that the Son of God became

a man, we are saying that there was

a time when He was not a man. He

has always been God. He became a

man over 2000 years ago. He is the 



GOD-MAN!

 

We have a special word to describe when God became a man. It is the word

"INCARNATION." This word means "to come in the flesh." It means that Christ

came in the flesh, took on a human body and became a real man. Every true

believer is able to say, "I confess and I believe that Jesus Christ has come in

the ______________________ (1 John 4:2). 

 

There are three ways in which people can come into this world:

CREATION--this is how Adam and  Eve came into the world. The creation of

Adam and Eve required a special miracle of God. 

 

PROCREATION--this is God bringing children into the world through

parents by natural birth. This is the normal way God brings people into the

world. This is how you came into the world. 

 

INCARNATION--this is how Christ came into the world. This also required a

special miracle of God--the virgin birth. See Luke 1:35. 

 

God became a man without ceasing to be God. He is fully God and fully

man.The Gospel of John makes it very clear that Jesus was a real man. 

 

How do the following verses show that Jesus was really a man? 

 

John 2:3      John 4:6      John 4:7     and     19:28      John 11:35      John 19:30,33

 

 

 

We're reading two gospel accounts back to back because a firm

understanding of this makes a huge difference. You can read ll four gospels,

over and over again, and always be learning and growing! Pay attention and

note additional details you see now as we study through the Gospel of John!

 



N A T U R E  I N  A C T I O N  / /  B I B L E
Last week you searched for mushrooms- this week let's find dandelions! I

think we all enjoy picking a dandelion and blowing on it to "make a wish"

but did you know there's many natural benefits of dandelions? Of course-

God created all the plants, minerals, vitamins and nutrients-- and they have

wonderful purposes for us! 

 

From Gardener's Path:

As most modern herbalists know, the dandelion is, in fact, a tasty, nutritious,

useful, and above all, healthful herb. Dandelions can be used in many ways.

The leaves are nourishing, containing high amounts of vitamins A, B

complex and C, as well as calcium, phosphorus, iron, and many other trace

elements. Regular consumption of dandelion greens may lead to  better

circulation and digestion, cleaner blood, and enhanced kidney and liver

function.

 

Dandelions are great for making tea, oils, tinctures, salads and more! 

 

Dandelion Flower Tea:
Grab a handful of dandelion flowers (about 8-10 heads).

 

Wash and remove the green bottoms. Place flower petals in a tea ball. Place

tea ball in a teacup and add one cup of boiling water.

 

Enjoy! (There's also a dandelion root coffee you can make if interested!)

Read Heaven for Kids 

p. 49 to the middle of 54 

Complete the corresponding pages in

the Heaven for Kids PDF.













T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  C O M M U N I C A T I O N

Transportation involves travel--

getting from one place to another

place. Communication is giving

information or news by speaking or

writing--getting a thought or idea

from one person to another person.

How did people travel in Bible

times? How did people

communicate and deliver messages

long ago? 

 

Transportation
How did Abraham, Moses, David and

Paul get from one place to another?

Did they go by car or by truck? Did

they travel by train? Did they hop on

their bicycles? Did they ride

motorcycles? Did they fly in an

airplane or helicopter? Did they

zoom over water in a motor boat?

When they wanted to go to town,

did they ride on the bus or subway? 

 

HOW DID PEOPLE TRAVEL IN BIBLE

TIMES? Let’s open our Bible and find

out:

How did Abraham’s servant get to

Rebekah’s home (Genesis 24:l0)?

________________________________

How did Joseph get to Egypt

(Genesis 37:25-28)?

________________________________

What did Jonah do to try to flee from

God’s presence (Jonah 1:3)?

________________________________ 

How did Jesus travel when He

entered the city of Jerusalem 

(Matthew 21:2,5,7,10)?

________________________________

Did Zacchaeus take an elevator

when he wanted to get up higher

(Luke 19:3-4)?

________________________________ 

How did the two men get from

Jerusalem to Emmaus (Luke 24:13-

17)?

________________________________ 

How did Paul get to Rome (Acts

27:2,6)?

________________________________ 

 

 

Methods of Travel
As we have seen by looking up these

verses, traveling was sometimes done

on foot. For longer trips, people would

usually ride on the backs of horses,

mules or donkeys. After all, why walk

when you can ride! For desert travel,

God has designed the perfect "vehicle"--

THE CAMEL! This animal can go a long

time without needing water.

 

People living in Bible times also knew

how to travel on the water. They built

boats and ships, and these were

propelled through the water in two

ways: 1) Some boats (such as small

fishing boats and large ships of war)

were propelled by means of oars. 

2) Some boats (such as merchant

vessels) used sails to harness the power

of the wind. Look up the following

verses and write down whether oars or

sails were used to propel the boat:

 

 



The ship Jonah was on (Jonah 1:13)

_________________________

The boat the disciples were on (John

6:19) 

_________________________

The boat Paul was on (Acts

27:7,9,13,15,17) 

_________________________ 

 

The Danger of Travel
Today people often go on long trips

for fun and pleasure. Many families

enjoy traveling on their vacation. In

Bible times traveling was not always

fun. People did not always look

forward to traveling. In fact, a person

would go on a long trip only when it

was absolutely necessary. Travel was

something most people dreaded. Why

was this so?

 

First of all, traveling was hard and

difficult. Have you ever sat on the

hump of a camel for more than one

hour? Have you ever walked ten or

twenty miles in one day? Today we

climb into comfortable cars (with

heaters and air conditioners). If we get

thirsty on the trip we can stop at a gas

station or restaurant and buy a cold

drink. We can drive 300 or 400 miles

in one day (and in an airplane we can

go much farther). In Bible times

people could only travel about twenty

or thirty miles a day.

 

An ancient traveler would need to

know the locations of wells or springs

of water. Sometimes travelers would

arrive at a spring only to find that it

had dried up. This helps us to

understand Isaiah 58:11. Does the 

spring of water that God provides ever

dry up? ________________________

See John 6:35 and John 7:37-39.

 

In addition to all these

inconveniences, traveling was often

very dangerous. What happened to

the traveler in Luke 10:30?

__________________________________

What were some of the dangers and

perils that Paul encountered on his

many journeys (2 Corinthians 11:26-27)?

__________________________________

 

__________________________________

Not only were there robbers, but there

were also wild animals. What

happened to the traveler in 1 Kings

13:24?

__________________________________

Has a lion ever bothered you or your

family on one of your trips? It was not

always safe to travel by sea either.

Ancient people had a great fear of the

ocean. How many times was Paul

shipwrecked according to 2

Corinthians 11:25? ______________

Later in his life Paul suffered yet

another shipwreck which is described

in Acts chapter 27. Those who traveled

by ship needed to realize that they

might not ever see land again.

 

Is The Believer’s 
Journey Dangerous?
As I travel through life as a believer,

are there any dangers along the

pathway? Is there anything that I need

to watch out for? Is the Christian life a

wonderful vacation trip or is it a

difficult and dangerous journey?



Is it possible for a believer to meet a

lion along the way (1 Peter 5:8)? ______

Who is this lion?

_________________________________

Is he there to help you or to harm you?

__________________ 

Did the Lord Jesus meet this same

lion (Matthew 4:1,3)? ______________

Was the lion able to devour Him

(Matthew 4:11)? _________________

What can we do to protect ourselves

against this lion (see James 4:7 and

Ephesians 6:10-17)?

 

The familiar hymn ("Amazing Grace")

says, "Through many  dangers,

toils  and  snares  I have already come;

'Tis grace hath brought me  safe  thus

far, and grace will lead me home."

God may not give us an easy  journey

but He will give us a safe one.  He will

bring the believer safely to his or her

final destination.

 

 

Communication
What would life be like without

telephones? Could you survive without

television? How did people get the

news in the days before there were

newspapers and radio and the

evening news on television?   How

would people communicate without

e-mail?   Today our modern

communications have made the

world seem very small. With the help

of communication satellites, we can

turn on the television set and watch

an event that is taking place on the

other side of the world.

In Bible times, people did not have

newspapers, radio, television,

telephones, cell phones or e-mail.

How did they communicate?

How did David communicate to

Abner and King Saul (1 Samuel 26:13-

17)?

__________________________________

How did Esther communicate with

Mordecai (Esther 4:4-15)? ____________

__________________________________

How did Joseph communicate with

his brothers (Genesis 42:23)?

__________________________________

How did Saul get the Israelites to

gather together and form an army (1

Samuel 11:6-7)?

__________________________________

How did John the Baptist

communicate with Jesus (Matthew

11:2-4)?

__________________________________

How did Paul communicate with

Philemon (see the book of Philemon)?

__________________________________

How did Jesus communicate to the

large crowd made up of hundreds of

people (Matthew 13:1-3)?

__________________________________

 

Trumpets were also used to

communicate. There were not sirens

in those days, so a trumpet was often

blown to sound a warning.   Trumpets

were also used to give signals of war. If

the trumpet made an

U______________ sound (1 Corinthians

14:8), then the soldier would not know

whether he should charge or retreat!

 

How did people get the news in the

days before newspapers and radio 



and television? Suppose a king

wanted a message to go to all of his

subjects. What would he do? He

would send a HERALD.

 

A HERALD was a person who carried

messages and made announcements.

This man would come into a town

and quickly the people would gather

together. They wanted to hear the

message from the king. The herald

might begin, "HEAR YE, HEAR YE..."

and then he would give his message.

Sometimes it might be a message of

bad news ("the enemy is invading our

land") and sometimes it might be a

message of good news ("we won the

battle"). We read of a herald in Daniel

3:1-5 who cried out and delivered a

message from King Nebuchadnezzar.

 

Heralds of the King of Kings
In 2 Timothy 4:2, the Pastor is told to

________________ the word. The word

"preach" means to "ANNOUNCE AS A

HERALD." When a Pastor preaches,

what is he supposed to do?

Share his own thoughts

Present his own ideas about how

people should live

Give his own views and opinions

about life

Share the ideas and opinions of other

men

Announce God’s message as it is

found in the Bible

 

The King of Kings has a message for

men and that message is found in the

Bible. Is it a message of good news or

bad news (Luke 2:10; Romans 1:16)?

_________________________________

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

When you go to church or to Sunday

School, do you go expecting to hear a

message from the King? Are you eager

to learn about the King’s message?

Are you interested in what the King of

the Universe has to say to you?

 

We should never say, "I did not like the

Pastor’s message today!" If the Pastor

is  really  and  rightly  preaching the

Word of God and being a herald, then

IT IS NOT HIS MESSAGE,  IT’S THE

KING’S MESSAGE! And if we do not

like God’s message, then we are in

trouble!

 

Did you know that God wants every

believer to be a HERALD? The KING

said in Mark 16:15: 'And then he told

them, “Go into all the world and

preach the Good News to

everyone.'  We are to announce the

good news as a herald! We have a

message of good news from the King

to deliver to all people everywhere!  

 

How can they hear the King’s message

if there is no herald? God uses

HERALDS to communicate His good

news to men (2 Corinthians 5:19-21),

and it is the privilege of every believer

to be one of the King’s HERALDS!

 

If the President of the United States

gave you a message to deliver to your

family and friends, would you do it?

___________ The President of the

Universe has given you a message to

deliver! May God help us to be good
and faithful HERALDS!



D A Y  3 7  / /  W E E K  8
We see a lot of scripture talking about

men taking on additional wives...

which seems really rather... wrong. So

let's look at this topic today! GQ says:

 

The question of polygamy is an

interesting one in that most people

today view polygamy as immoral

while the Bible nowhere explicitly

condemns it. The first instance of

polygamy/bigamy in the Bible was

that of Lamech in  Genesis 4:19:

“Lamech married two women.”

Several prominent men in the Old

Testament were polygamists.

Abraham, Jacob, David, Solomon, and

others all had multiple wives.

Solomon had 700 wives and 300

concubines (essentially wives of a

lower status), according to 1 Kings 11:3.

What are we to do with these

instances of polygamy in the Old

Testament? 

 

There are three questions that need to

be answered: 

1) Why did God allow polygamy in the

Old Testament? 

2) How does God view polygamy

today? 

3) Why did it change?

 

1) Why did God allow polygamy in the

Old Testament? The Bible does not

specifically say why God allowed

polygamy. As we speculate about

God’s silence, there is at least one key

factor to consider. Due to patriarchal 

societies, it was nearly impossible for

an unmarried woman to provide for

herself. Women were often

uneducated and untrained. Women

relied on their fathers, brothers, and

husbands for provision and

protection.

 

So, it seems that God may have

allowed polygamy to protect and

provide for the women who could not

find a husband otherwise. A man

would take multiple wives and serve

as the provider and protector of all of

them. While definitely not ideal, living

in a polygamist household was far

better than the alternatives. In

addition to the protection/provision

factor, polygamy enabled a much

faster expansion of humanity, fulfilling

God’s command to “be fruitful and

increase in number; multiply on the

earth” (Genesis 9:7).

 

2) How does God view polygamy

today? Even while allowing polygamy,

the Bible presents monogamy as the

plan that conforms most closely to

God’s ideal for marriage. The Bible

says that God’s original intention was

for one man to be married to only one

woman: “For this reason a man will

leave his father and mother and be

united to his wife [not wives], and

they will become one flesh [not

fleshes]” (Genesis 2:24). While Genesis

2:24  is describing what marriage is,

rather than how many people are 



involved, the consistent use of the

singular should be noted.

In  Deuteronomy 17:14-20, God says

that the kings were not supposed to

multiply wives (or horses or gold).

While this cannot be interpreted as a

command that the kings must be

monogamous, it can be understood

as declaring that having multiple

wives causes problems. This can be

clearly seen in the life of Solomon (1

Kings 11:3-4).

 

Ephesians 5:22-33  speaks of the

relationship between husbands and

wives. When referring to a husband

(singular), it always also refers to a wife

(singular). “For the husband is the

head of the wife [singular] … He who

loves his wife [singular] loves himself.

For this reason a man will leave his

father and mother and be united to

his wife [singular], and the two will

become one flesh....Each one of you

also must love his wife [singular] as he

loves himself, and the wife [singular]

must respect her husband [singular].”

While a somewhat parallel

passage,  Colossians 3:18-19, refers to

husbands and wives in the plural, it is

clear that Paul is addressing all the

husbands and wives among the

Colossian believers, not stating that a

husband might have multiple wives.

In contrast,  Ephesians 5:22-33  is

specifically describing the marital

relationship. If polygamy were

allowable, the entire illustration of

Christ’s relationship with His body (the

church) and the husband-wife

relationship falls apart.

3) Why did it change? It is not so

much God’s disallowing something

He previously allowed as it is God’s

restoring marriage to His original plan.

Even going back to Adam and Eve,

polygamy was not God’s original

intent. God seems to have allowed

polygamy to solve a problem, but it is

not the ideal. In most modern

societies, there is absolutely no need

for polygamy. In most cultures today,

women are able to provide for and

protect themselves—removing the

only “positive” aspect of polygamy.

Further, most modern nations outlaw

polygamy. According to Romans 13:1-

7, we are to obey the laws the

government establishes. The only

instance in which disobeying the law

is permitted by Scripture is if the law

contradicts God’s commands (Acts

5:29). Since God only allows for

polygamy, and does not command it,

a law prohibiting polygamy should be

upheld.

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Copy write Psalm 30:11-12 today!



WHAT WILL YOU DO WITH THE
GOD-MAN?  // Gospel of John
 

Have you received Jesus Christ as your

Saviour and Lord? The word "BELIEVE"

is one of the key words in the Gospel

of John. It occurs about 99 times in

this book.   It is found in John 1:12 and

we will find this word again and again

as we study through John's Gospel.

What does it mean to believe? In John

1:12 the words BELIEVE and RECEIVE

go together.

 

Perhaps an illustration might help. To

believe about something or someone

is not the same as believing

in  someone or something. Betty has

been very sick. The Doctor came to

see Betty and gave her some

medicine, promising that the

medicine would make her well. Betty

believes the medicine will make her

well. Does that make Betty well? Betty

is sure that this medicine is just what

she needs. She believes that the pills

in the bottle are the cure for her

sickness. Does this faith make her

well? What must Betty do before she

will get well?   Obviously, she must

personally RECEIVE the pills into her

sick body!   She must personally take

the medicine.

 

God says that everyone is sick with sin

(Jeremiah17:9). Jesus Christ is the

ONLY CURE for the sickness of sin

(compare John 1:29--no one else can

take away sin!). Have you personally

received Jesus Christ as your Savior

and Lord?  Have you asked Him to 

come into your life and SAVE YOU

(Revelation 3:20)? Remember,

to not receive Him is to reject Him!

 

Pointing To Jesus
After a person has RECEIVED Jesus

Christ, it is then his responsibility to be

HIS WITNESS. What is a witness? John

the Baptist was an excellent example

of what a WITNESS really is: 'God sent

a man, John the Baptist, to tell about

the light so that everyone might

believe because of his testimony.'

A WITNESS is like an ARROW! John

the Baptist was an arrow that pointed

clearly to Jesus!

 

Remember, an arrow always points

away from itself. An arrow does not

want to be seen. An arrow wants you

to look at what it is pointing to. John

wanted people to look at Jesus Christ!

John was like a SIGNPOST pointing to

Jesus and saying, "HERE HE IS!" Was

John the Light or did John point to

the Light (John 1:8)? Was John the

Christ (the Messiah) or did John point

to the Christ (John 1:20,23, 26,27)?

 

What should you do if a person comes

to you seeking salvation? Can you save

this person? Can you  forgive his sins?

Can  you  get this person to heaven?

But there is something very important

that you can do:  YOU CAN POINT
THEM TO THE ONE WHO CAN SAVE
AND FORGIVE AND GET THEM TO
HEAVEN! A witness is one who points

people to Jesus Christ, the only Savior.

Does Christ want us to be His

witnesses (Acts 1:8)? _______________

 



Bringing Others To Christ
The great eternal God became a man

so that He could provide salvation for

sinful men! Have you made this

Savior your Savior? Have you received

Him and believed on His Name (John

1:12)? 

 

Those who are saved want to share

what they have found with others.

This is exactly what Andrew did in

John 1:35-42. 

Can you find the verse where Andrew

goes to someone else and says, "WE

HAVE  FOUND  THE MESSIAH"?

_________________________________

Andrew brought his own brother,

Simon Peter, to the Lord (verse 42).

Philip did the same thing Andrew did

(see John 1:43-45). Can you find the

verse where Philip goes to someone

else and says, "WE HAVE FOUND HIM!"

_________________________________

 

Nathanael Meets The King of Israel!
When Philip told Nathanael that he

had found the Messiah, Jesus of

Nazareth (John 1:45), Nathanael

answered, "Can anything good come

from Nazareth?" (John 1:46). Nathanael

was a Jewish man who had a

knowledge of the Old Testament

Scriptures. He did not know of any

Old Testament passage which said

that the Messiah (Israel's promised

Savior-King) would come from the

city of Nazareth. He may have even

been thinking of the great prophecy

in Micah 5:2 which said that Israel's

King must come out of Bethlehem. Of

course Nathanael did not realize that

"Jesus of Nazareth" was indeed born

in Bethlehem! Nazareth was the city

where the Lord Jesus grew up, but it

was not His birth city (see Luke 2:4).

 

Nathanael left his fig tree and

followed Philip. Notice the very first

thing that Jesus said to Nathanael:

'God sent a man, John the Baptist, to

tell about the light so that everyone

might believe because of his

testimony. As they approached, Jesus

said, “Now here is a genuine son of

Israel—a man of complete integrity.”'

(John 1:47). Jesus was saying that

Nathanael was not a deceitful person.

He was not a "tricky" person like the

Jacob we read about in the Old

Testament: Nathanael had an honest

and sincere heart. He was one of the

Jews of his day that was waiting

expectantly for the coming of the

promised Messiah.

 

But how did Jesus know what kind of

a person Nathanael was? In John 1:48

Nathanael asked, '“How do you know

about me?” The answer that Jesus

gave was even more startling:  “I could

see you under the fig tree before

Philip found you.”' (John 1:48). Jesus

saw Nathanael even though Jesus

was not there! Nathanael was amazed

to hear Jesus describe the very scene

where he had just been! Even before

Philip spoke to Nathanael, Jesus knew

all about this man!

 

Nathanael was now convinced that

this "Jesus of Nazareth" was no

ordinary man. He must be the

promised Messiah that Nathanael had

been waiting and looking for: 



'Then Nathanael exclaimed, “Rabbi,

you are the Son of God—the King of

Israel!”' (John 1:49).

 

Nathanael caught a glimpse of the

greatness of Jesus Christ! But Jesus

went on to say, "NATHANAEL, YOU

HAVE SEEN SOMETHING GREAT, BUT

YOU WILL SEE GREATER THINGS IN

THE FUTURE" (compare John 1:50).

Jesus then turned and spoke to all His

followers and said, “I tell you the truth,

you will all see heaven open and the

angels of God going up and down on

the Son of Man, the one who is the

stairway between heaven and earth.”'

(John 1:51).

 

These words of Jesus must have

reminded Nathanael of the story of

Jacob's ladder found in Genesis 28:10-

17. Jacob dreamed of a ladder which

reached from earth to heaven with

the angels ascending (going up) and

descending (going down) on it

(Genesis 28:12). In John 1:51 we find out

WHO this Ladder really is: "the Son of

Man, the one who is the stairway

between heaven and earth." Jesus
Christ is the true Ladder! He is the

true LINK between heaven and earth. 

'“I am the way, the truth, and the life.

No one can come to the Father

except through me.'  (John 14:6). He is

the perfect MEDIATOR (GO

BETWEEN) who is able to bring sinful

man to a holy God (1 Timothy 2:5). The

heavens were opened for God to

reach man and man to reach God. 

What ladder are you trusting in to get

you to heaven, to the Heavenly

Father?

After Jacob had his dream he

marveled that God had come down

to earth to be present among men

(Genesis 28:16-17). This is what the

Gospel of John is all about! God has

come down from heaven to dwell

among men (John 1:14)!

 

When will the heavens be open and

when will the angels be seen with

Christ and when will people really

understand that Jesus is the true

KING OF ISRAEL (read John 1:51)?   At

the first coming of Christ, God came

to earth to dwell among men, but He

was rejected as King and crucified.  At

the second coming, Jesus Christ will

come to earth in a spectacular way, in

power and great glory (Matthew

24:30). See Daniel 7:13-14, a passage

which Nathanael was probably very

familiar with. See also what Jesus said

in Matthew 26:64 and see 2

Thessalonians 1:7. The Jesus of

Nazareth that Nathanael saw was the

One who had humbled Himself and

had become poor and lowly so that

He could save sinful men (2 Cor. 8:9).

The Jesus of Nazareth that Nathanael

will see in the future will be the

mighty KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF

LORDS.

 

Those who have truly found Christ

want others to find Him also. Today

we cannot bring people to Jesus in

quite the same way as Andrew and

Philip did. Jesus is no longer on the

earth. But we can bring people to the

Bible, and through the pages of the

Bible they can find Christ. The better

we understand God's Word, the better

we will be able to help others!__ 



WRITER'S TEA TIME // BAKING
Writer's Tea Time! Set the table with some candles, bake a treat, make some

tea (or cocoa, or something special!), and let's have fun writing!

 

For today's activity, we're going to start writing a family story. This week lets

brainstorm some ideas! Gather ideas for the following points:

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If your kids are older and ready to learn typing on a computer- sign up for a

free Grammarly account. As we work on this story each week they can use

Grammarly to help point out errors and show how to correct them. All of this

redirection helps build a stronger writer!

 

 



Ingredients
  2 kiwis, peeled and diced 

  2 Golden Delicious apples - peeled, cored and diced 

  8 ounces raspberries 

  1 (16 oz carton) of strawberries, diced 

  2 tablespoons white sugar (more or less to taste) 

  1 tablespoon brown sugar (more or less to taste) 

  3 tablespoons fruit preserves, any flavor (I used strawberry) 

  10  (10 inch)  flour tortillas (or use Stacy's cinnamon chips or cinnamon

graham crackers) 

  melted butter or butter flavored cooking spray

  1 cup white sugar 

  2 Tablespoons cinnamon

 

Instructions
In a large bowl, thoroughly mix kiwis, apples, raspberries, strawberries, white

sugar, brown sugar and fruit preserves. Cover and chill in the refrigerator at

least 15 minutes. This is best made the same day and not too far ahead of

time so your apples don't start browning and the fruit gives off so too much

juice and it gets runny. :)

 

For the Cinnamon Chips:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

 

Coat one side of each flour tortilla with melted butter or butter flavored

cooking spray. 

 

Sprinkle tortillas with desired amount of cinnamon sugar. 

 

Cut into wedges and arrange in a single layer on a large baking sheet. 

 

Spray again with cooking spray (not necessary if using melted butter).

 

Bake in the preheated oven 8 to 10 minutes. Repeat with any remaining

tortilla wedges. 

 

Allow to cool approximately 15 minutes. Serve with chilled fruit mixture.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

F R U I T  S A L S A  &  C I N N A M O N  C H I P S
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to Jacob, ‘Go back to the land of your

fathers and to your relatives, and I

will be with you.’

 

”Fearful that Laban would take his

wives, children, and everything he

had, Jacob fled in the night, taking

what he owned. However,

unbeknownst to Jacob, Rachel had

stolen her father’s household idols

(Genesis 31:19,  34). When Laban

learned of the departure of Jacob

and his family, he pursued them. He

caught up with them, and he

rebuked Jacob for sneaking off. Then

the idolater Laban demanded the

return of his pagan images. But 

Laban continued to connive

throughout his and Jacob’s twenty-

year relationship (Genesis 31:38).

However, God blessed Jacob

because Jacob was His choice to

carry on the covenant He had made

with his grandfather Abraham

(Genesis 28:11–15).  Genesis 31:1–

3  indicates that Laban’s sons were

jealous of Jacob because of how

much God had prospered him. They

said, “‘Jacob has taken everything our

father owned and has gained all this

wealth from what belonged to our

father.’ And Jacob noticed that

Laban’s attitude toward him was not

what it had been. Then the Lord said 



Read Psalm 31 verse 5 again - Now go to Luke 23:46 and copy that verse

below:

 

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

Jacob knew nothing of Rachel’s theft, and he scolded Laban for accusing

him. Laban never found his idols.

 

The last mention of Laban in the Bible is after he had rebuked Jacob for

disappearing without notice. After their exchange of angry words, Laban

suggested that they make a covenant (Genesis 31:44). This overture appears

to have been motivated by fear that Jacob might return to harm him (verse

52). Although there is no indication that Laban worshiped the Lord, he did

hold a healthy fear of Him and invoked the name of Jacob’s God in forming

the covenant between them (Genesis 31:49–50). Laban and his son-in-law

shared a meal, and then Laban kissed his children and grandchildren and

returned home.

 

After Laban said good-bye, Jacob and his family were free to continue their

journey to the land God had given them. Whether he knew it or not, Laban

played a large part in God’s plan for humanity, as his grandsons would grow

up to head eight of the  twelve tribes  known as Israel (Genesis

49:28; Revelation 21:12).



THE "LIFTED UP" SAVIOR (JOHN 3) 
A Simple Outline of John Chapter 3

YOU MUST BE BORN AGAIN (John

3:1-12). (See Verse 7)

JESUS MUST BE LIFTED UP (John

3:13-21).(See Verse 14)

THE LORD JESUS MUST INCREASE

AND JOHN THE

BAPTIST MUST DECREASE (John

3:22-36). (See Verse 30) 

 

At the end of John Chapter 2 we learn

about an interesting group of people.

We are told that 'Because of the

miraculous signs Jesus did in

Jerusalem at the Passover celebration,

many began to trust in him.' (John

2:23). Why did these people believe

(see John 2:23)?   

a. Because they knew that someday

Christ would die for them on the

cross and rise again.

 

b. Because they knew that they were

lost sinners and that Jesus was the

only Person who could save them.

 

c. Because they saw the miracles

which Jesus did.

 

d. Because they loved Jesus and

wanted to follow Him with all their

hearts.

 

Their faith was based on the miracles

which they saw! Did Jesus get all

excited because of this group of

"believers"?   Did He say, "This is

wonderful! Look at all the new

followers I now have!"? No, the

opposite was true: 'But Jesus didn’t

trust them, because he knew all about

people.' (John 2:24).

The word "believed" in John 2:23 is the

same word as the word "commit" in

John 2:24. We could say it this way:

"Many believed in Jesus, but Jesus was

not believing in them."  They had faith

in Him (because of the miracles they

saw) but He did not have very much

faith in them!  

 

Jesus knew that they were not to be

depended on because "He

________________ all men" (John 2:24).

The same Jesus who knew all about

Nathanael (John 1:47-48) is the same

Person who knew all about these

men. Jesus knew that these people

were not true believers. He did not

receive these seeming believers with

open arms because "He

_________________ what was in man"

(John 2:25). He knew these people

through and through and He knew

that their hearts were not right in

God's sight. Even though they had

faith, they did not have the kind of

faith Jesus wanted them to have. They

needed to be born again!

 

In John Chapter 3 we are introduced

to one of these men. We are

introduced to a man who believed in

Christ because of the miracles which

he saw:     'After dark one evening, he

came to speak with Jesus. “Rabbi,” he

said, “we all know that God has sent

you to teach us. Your miraculous signs

are evidence that God is with you.”'

(John 3:2). Nicodemus was a "believer

in miracles" but Jesus told

Nicodemus:   'So don’t be surprised

when I say, ‘You must be born again.’'

 (John 3:7). 



Religious But Not Saved
What kind of a man was Nicodemus?

He is described in John 3:1.

 

He was a Pharisee. This means that he

was a religious person. He prayed. He

read the Bible (the Old Testament). He

went to the synagogue and to the

temple. He tried to keep the 10

Commandments.

 

He was a Ruler  (John 3:1). He was not

just an ordinary Jew, he was a leader

of the Jews. He was a member of the

highest ruling body within the nation

(see John 7:45-50) which was called

the Sanhedrin. He was a man who

enjoyed a high position.

 

He was a master or  Teacher  (John

3:10). If anyone should have had the

answers, he should have! And yet,

even though Nicodemus taught

others, he needed to be taught

himself. He needed to have a lesson

on "being born again," taught by the

greatest Teacher of all (John 3:2)!

 

Even though Nicodemus was

a Pharisee, a Ruler and a Teacher, he

was traveling on a road that was

headed straight for hell. Nicodemus

was not saved. Nicodemus did not

have eternal life. He had many things

but he did not have the most

important thing. Jesus' message to

Nicodemus was very clear: “I tell you

the truth, unless you are born again,

you cannot see the Kingdom of God.”'

(John 3:3). There is only one way to

enter the kingdom! You must be

BORN AGAIN!

What Does It Mean To Be BORN
AGAIN?
A person does not need money to get

to heaven. A person does not need

education to get to heaven. A person

does not need rank or high position to

get to heaven. But there is one thing

that is needed if anyone is to get to

heaven: A NEW BIRTH! Those who are

not BORN AGAIN will never see God's

Kingdom (John 3:3).

 

Nicodemus did not understand what

Jesus meant by the words "BORN

AGAIN" (see John 3:4). He asked, "How

can a man be born when he is old?

Certainly he can't enter the second

time into his mother's womb and be

born, can he?" (John 3:4, this rendering

reflects the Greek text).   He knew that

a person could not reenter his

mother's womb and be born a second

time in a physical way. This would be

impossible. What did Jesus really

mean?

 

Look at the answer Jesus gave to

Nicodemus in John 3:5-6. Jesus made

it very clear that He was talking about

a spiritual birth ("born of the Spirit"),

not a physical birth. Man's first birth

was physical ("born of the flesh") and

man's second birth must be spiritual

("born of the Spirit"). It is something
that the Spirit of God must do!



The Work of God
Being born again is not man's

anything, but it is God's everything

(John 1:13--"but OF GOD")! It is that

wonderful, supernatural work of God

by which a person becomes a child of

God (John 1:12). By his first birth man

became a member of' Adam's fallen

race; by his second birth man

becomes a member of God's family.

When a person is born again he

receives a NEW LIFE (John 3:15), a NEW

HEART (Ezekiel 36:25-27) and a NEW

NATURE (2 Peter 1:4). The born again

person is a "NEW     CREATION" (2

Corinthians 5:17)!  To be born again

and to become a child of God, what

must a person do (John 1:12)? 

 

The Spirit and the Wind
In John 3:8 Jesus compares the work

of the Spirit of God to the wind. The

wind is invisible. You  cannot see  the

wind but you can see what the wind

does. You can see the leaves blowing

across the lawn. You can see the

sailboat being pushed across the lake.

You can see the flag blowing in the

breeze.

 

The same is true with the Spirit of

God. You cannot see the Spirit of God

when you look at a Christian, but you

should be able to see what the Holy

Spirit does! If the Holy Spirit is really at

work in a person's life, this should be

seen! Although people cannot see the

Holy Spirit dwelling in us, are they

able to see the  fruit  of the Spirit

(Galatians 5:22-23; Ephesians 5:9)?  

People can certainly see the way we

live and act and speak and they can

see the evidence of the Spirit at work

in our lives! Can the "sound" of the

Spirit be heard in the way you live and

act and talk day by day?

 

The Gospel in a Nutshell
John's gospel contains one of the

most beloved verses in the entire

Bible: JOHN 3:16. Have you memorized

this verse? Have you allowed the truth

of this verse to speak to your heart?

GOD – the greatest Lover 

SO LOVED – the greatest degree 

THE WORLD – the greatest number 

THAT HE GAVE – the greatest act 

HIS ONLY BEGOTTEN SON – the

greatest Gift 

THAT WHOSOEVER – the greatest

invitation 

BELIEVES – the greatest simplicity 

IN HIM – the greatest Person 

SHOULD NOT PERISH – the greatest

deliverance 

BUT – the greatest difference 

HAVE – the greatest certainty 

EVERLASTING LIFE – the greatest

possession

 

The God Who is in the Saving
Business
Did Christ come into the world to

judge the world or to save the world

(John 3:17)? He came on a SAVING

MISSION not on a DAMNING MISSION!

He came to rescue, not to

destroy!What kind of person is not

condemned or judged (John 3:18)?

What kind of person is condemned

already? Some people believe that 



good people go to heaven and bad

people go to hell. In John 3:18 we

discover that this is not really true.

BELIEVERS (even those who were

quite sinful and bad) GO TO HEAVEN

AND UNBELIEVERS (even those who

tried to be quite religious and good)

GO TO HELL. The key question that

every man must answer is this: WHAT

WILL I DO WITH JESUS CHRIST? Will I

receive Him or reject Him? Will I

believe on Him or not?

 

If a sailor falls overboard and is

perishing in the waves and his fellow

sailors throw him a lifeline and the

drowning man refuses to grab it, why

does he perish? It is because HE

REFUSED TO HANG ONTO THE ONE

THING THAT COULD SAVE HIM! Jesus

Christ is the only LIFELINE that men

have. To hang onto Him is to be saved.

To refuse to hang onto Him is to

perish. In John 3:19-20 we read about

people who refuse to grab the

LIFELINE. Instead of coming to the

light they would rather stay in the

dark!

 

Christ Must Increase
The followers of John the Baptist had

a problem. They knew that Jesus was

becoming more and more popular.

More and more people were coming

to Jesus and less and less people were

coming to John the Baptist (compare

John 4:1). Finally they told John about

their concern: "ALL MEN COME TO

HIM (JESUS)" (John 3:26).

John's amazing answer is found in

John 3:27-30. Was John the Baptist

jealous of Jesus? _______ Was he

envious of the popularity that Jesus

had? ______   JOHN KNEW THAT

THERE WAS NO RIVALRY BETWEEN

JESUS AND HIMSELF! He did not

consider himself to be in a popularity

contest. John knew that anything he

had was merely a gift from heaven

(John 3:27). He was just an ARROW,

one who was to point to Christ (John

3:28), he just pointed to the Christ!

 

In a wedding, who gets more

attention, the bridegroom or the

friend of the bridegroom (the best

man)? John considered Jesus as the

bridegroom and he thought of

himself as merely the friend of the

bridegroom. John wanted Christ to

get all the attention (John 3:30). As the

sun rises the stars must fade! John

considered himself as a fading star. He

wanted the SON of God to increase

more and more. John knew that he

wasn't anything but HIS SAVIOR WAS

EVERYTHING!1) He is above all (John

3:31);2) He has the Word of God and

the Spirit of God in full measure (John

3:34);3) All things have been given into

His hand (John 3:35);4) He is the

difference between LIFE and DEATH

(John 3:36).

 

Have you believed on the Son of God?

If so, what do you have (John 3:36)? If

you have NOT believed on Him then

do you have life (John 3:36)?   It is very

dangerous to continue in UNBELIEF!



C R A F T I N G  I N  A C T I O N  / /  M A T H

We have worked for the past few weeks on clearing out the excess in our

homes. Why is it important that we do so? 1 John 2:15 makes this very clear

again, Do not love this world nor the things it offers you, for when you love
the world, you do not have the love of the Father in you. 
 

It's one thing to enjoy the things we do have in our life, for the time in which

we have it. We should care for what God has entrusted us with and be good

stewards. But when it's excess that we're clinging on to- this is a different

matter. The heart of the matter then becomes greed and even selfishness.

 

In John 13:34 what does Jesus call us to do? And Roans 12:9 adds, "Don’t just

pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold tightly to

what is good."

 

So this week--Gather all your excess piles.

 

You may remove a very selective amount of items to store BUT ONLY if you

must absolutely do so. (For example, you'd have to repurchase that item

within the next 6 months; a few items can be saved due to sentimental

value - but only a few!) 

 

Now take all the excess and give it away to a neighbor in need- find your

local women/children and men's shelters to donate it to, a thrift store that

supports a Godly mission. If you have the time to do it- post online that

you're having a FREE Yard Sale Saturday morning. Just lay everything out

and give it all away! 

 

Whatever it is, get it out of your home where its only purpose is to be excess
and get it to somewhere where it can be a blessing to a neighbor!

 

Then feel free to continue doing this in your home! We all have excess of the

world in our lives that we can certainly do without! Amen!
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Question: "What is the meaning of

Jacob wrestling with God?"

 

Answer: To best answer this question,

it helps to know, among other things,

that deep-seated family hostilities

characterized Jacob’s life. He was a

determined man; some would

consider him to be ruthless. He was a

con artist, a liar, and a manipulator. In

fact, the name Jacob not only means

“deceiver,” but more literally it means

“grabber.” 

 

To know Jacob’s story is to know his

life was one of never-ending struggles.

Though God promised Jacob that

through him would come not only a

great nation, but a whole company of

nations, he was a man full of fears and

anxieties. We now come to a pivotal

point in his life when he is about to

meet his brother, Esau, who has

vowed to kill him. All Jacob’s struggles

and fears are about to be realized.

Sick of his father-in-law's treatment,

Jacob has fled Laban, only to

encounter his embittered brother,

Esau. Anxious for his very life, Jacob

concocted a bribe and sent a caravan

of gifts along with his women and

children across the River Jabbok in

hopes of pacifying his brother. Now

physically exhausted, alone in the

desert wilderness, facing sure death,

he’s divested of all his worldly

possessions. In fact, he’s powerless to

control his fate. He collapses into a 

deep sleep on the banks of the

Jabbok River. With his father-in-law

behind him and Esau before him, he

was too spent to struggle any longer. 

 

But only then did his real struggle

begin. Fleeing his family history had

been bad enough; wrestling with God

Himself was a different matter

altogether. That night an angelic

stranger visited Jacob. They wrestled

throughout the night until daybreak,

at which point the stranger crippled

Jacob with a blow to his hip that

disabled him with a limp for the rest

of his life. It was by then Jacob knew

what had happened: “I saw God face

to face, and yet my life was spared”

(Genesis 32:30). In the process, Jacob

the deceiver received a new

name,  Israel, which likely means “He

struggles with God.” However, what is

most important occurs at the

conclusion of that struggle. We read

that God “blessed him there” (Genesis

32:29).

 

God does not want to leave us with

our trials, our fears, our battles in life.

What we come to learn in our

conflicts of life is that God proffers us

a corresponding divine gift. It is

through Him that we can receive the

power of conversion and

transformation, the gift of not only

surrender, but freedom, and the gifts

of endurance, faith and courage. 



In the end, Jacob does what we all must do. He confronts his failures, his

weaknesses, his sins, all the things that are hurting him . . . and faces God. Jacob

wrestled with God all night. It was an exhausting struggle that left him crippled.

It was only after he came to grips with God and ceased his struggling, realizing

that he could not go on without Him, that he received God’s blessing (Genesis

32:29). 

 

What we learn from this remarkable incident in the life of Jacob is that our lives

are never meant to be easy. This is especially true when we take it upon

ourselves to wrestle with God and His will for our lives. We also learn that as

Christians, despite our trials and tribulations, our strivings in this life are never

devoid of God’s presence, and His blessing inevitably follows the struggle, which

can sometimes be messy and chaotic. Real growth experiences always involve

struggle and pain.

 

Jacob’s wrestling with God at the Jabbok that dark night reminds us of this

truth: though we may fight God and His will for us, in truth, God is so very good.

As believers in Christ, we may well struggle with Him through the loneliness of

night, but by daybreak His blessing will come.

Copy write Psalm 32:1-2 below:

 

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________



THE MINISTRY AT SAMARIA 
The Woman At The Well
In the last chapter we learned how

Jesus dealt personally with  one

man.  What was his name (John 3:1)?

________________________________ 

In John Chapter 4 we learn how Jesus

dealt personally with one woman. Her

name is not given. She is called "the

woman of   _______________________

(John 4:9) or the Samaritan woman.

 

Jesus and His disciples were on a

journey from Judea to Galilee, and to

get to Galilee they had to pass

through _______________________

(John 4:4). Can you find these three

places on a Bible map?   Notice how

Samaria is right between Judea and

Galilee.

 

When Jesus came to Jacob’s well, the

Bible says  ' Jesus, tired from the long

walk, sat wearily beside the well about

noontime.' (John 4:6). Does God ever

get weary or tired (Isaiah 40:28)? _____

But God the Son came in the flesh

(see John 1:14), and as a man He did

grow weary because of the miles He

had walked. It was about the "sixth

hour" (John 4:6). If John (the writer of

this gospel) was using Jewish time,

this would means that it was about

noon (LUNCH TIME).     However, it is

more likely that John was using

Roman time (similar to our system of

reckoning time), which means that it

would have been 6:00 p.m. (SUPPER

TIME). Not only was Jesus tired and

weary but He was probably very

hungry and thirsty as well. Where had

the disciples gone (John 4:8)? 

They were hungry also and wanted to

buy some supper!

 

If we had been Jesus on this day we

might have said something like

this:  "I’m very tired from this journey.

All I care about is resting and enjoying

some supper alone with a nice cool

glass of water!"  The Lord Jesus was

hungry and tired and thirsty, but He

was more concerned about a certain

woman than He was about resting or

filling His stomach. What was more

important to Him, doing God’s will or

having supper (John 4:34)? 

 

Did the woman speak first to Jesus or

did Jesus first speak to the woman

(John 4:7)? He started the

conversation, and what He said really

surprised the woman. She was

amazed that He even spoke to her!

Jesus did something unusual--

something which most Jews would

never have done. Why was she

surprised that He spoke to her and

asked her for a drink (John  4:9)? 

 

The Jews hated the Samaritans but

Jesus loved this woman. Jesus was

concerned for her soul and He dared

to be different and to act differently

than other Jews. Even today as

Christians, people need to see a

difference in the way we act and live.

They need to see that we have a

concern and a compassion that

reaches out to  all men.  There might

be a person in your school that hardly

anyone likes or that the other

students shun because for some

reason he seems different from them. 



You can reach out to this person even

as Jesus reached out to the Samaritan

woman.

 

As they continued talking, Jesus said

some things that really made this

woman curious. First He told her that

He would have given her

_______________ water (John 4:10). 

 

She needed to know WHO JESUS

REALLY WAS and she needed to know

that God had a gift for her (John 4:10).

She must have been puzzled: '“But sir,

you don’t have a rope or a bucket,”

she said, “and this well is very deep.

Where would you get this living

water?' (John 4:11).

 

The Disciples Learn A Lesson
Finally the disciples returned from

town with the supper they had

bought. Were they surprised and

amazed to find Jesus talking with a

Samaritan woman (John 4:27)?

________   After the woman went her

way the disciples came to Jesus and

said, "Master, ________ (John 4:31).

 

They knew Jesus was hungry and they

wanted Him to have supper! Jesus

wanted to use this occasion as an

opportunity to teach His disciples

something. The only thing they had

on their minds was FOOD! They were

hungry and they wanted to eat! Jesus

wanted to teach them that there is

something even more important than

food! Food is important and man

cannot live without food, but there is

also something more important than

food! Notice what Jesus told them in 

John 4:32 (the word "meat"

means  "food"). This puzzled the

disciples! Jesus had puzzled the

Samaritan woman and now we see

that He also puzzled His own

disciples! "How could Jesus have food?

Has any man brought Him anything

to ______________?" (see John 4:33).

 

Jesus was not talking about the kind

of food they were thinking about.

They were thinking about food for the

stomach. Jesus was talking about a

much more important kind of food.

What kind of "meat" or food was Jesus

talking about? What did Jesus hunger

for more than anything else (John

4:34)? 

 

Jesus wanted His disciples to look

beyond physical needs and see

spiritual needs (see John 4:35-38). A

person’s physical needs are important.

Man cannot survive without proper

food and drink and clothing. But a

person’s spiritual needs are far more

important.Have you ever seen pictures

of starving children? Do they have real

physical needs? ________ Suppose a

person brings these starving children

enough food to fill their stomachs for

years, but never tells them about

Jesus Christ and their need to be

saved. Are these children going to die

someday? ________ If they are not

saved will they spend forever and ever

in the lake of fire (Revelation 20:15;

21:8)? ________ Food is important, but

do you see how there is something

much more important? What is more

important---what happens to the

body or what happens to the soul

(Matthew 10:28)?



THE MIRACLES JESUS PERFORMED // His Second Miracle
Jesus’ first miracle was performed in Cana of Galilee when He turned the water

into wine (John 2:1,9). His second Galilean miracle was performed in the same

city (John 4:46 and compare verse 54).

 

A certain nobleman had a son who was sick, and this concerned father thought

that Jesus could help (John 4:46). How sick was this boy (John 4:47)?

________________________________________ 

What was wrong with him (John 4:52)? ___________________________________

What two things did the nobleman ask Jesus to do (John 4:47)?

 

  1)______________________________   2)____________________________  

 

As we shall see, Jesus would do the second but not the first. Jesus did not want

this man to have a faith that was based on SIGHT (John 4:48). He wanted him to

have a faith that was based on God’s Word plus nothing! Jesus just spoke the

word, and He expected this man to believe it. Jesus said, “Go back home. Your

son will live!” And the man believed what Jesus said and started home.' (see

John 4:50).

 

Did Jesus "come down" with the nobleman as the nobleman had asked (John

4:49-52)? At first the nobleman must have thought that Jesus needed to be

physically present in order to heal his son. But when Jesus said, "Your son lives."

the nobleman   _________________________ the word that Jesus had spoken"

(John 4:50). Did Jesus give him any "signs" or "miracles" which he could see with

his eyes?  All he had was Jesus’ word and nothing else, and that is what he

believed! Did the words of Jesus come to pass just as Jesus had said (compare

John 4:50 with 4:51)? When did the boy start getting well (see John 4:52-53)? 

 

______________________________________________________________________ 

This miracle clearly demonstrated the power of Christ:   

1) He was able to heal a boy who was at the point of death even though He was

miles away from the one who was sick;    2) He was able to heal this boy just by

the power of His spoken Word plus nothing! 

 

We are reminded of Psalm 33:9--'For when he spoke, the world began! It

appeared at his command.'  

 

God does not want us to believe because we have seen; 
God wants us to believe because He has said!



W A T C H  &  L E A R N  / /  H I S T O R Y

There are many Bible-based

shows on Amazon Prime, and

other sites, browse through and

pick some that interest your

family. What did you learn? 

 

Check EVERYTHING against

scripture!

Volume 1 - 10 - 8 - 

What's in the Bible
Superbook - Episodes on

Genesis/Gospels

The Bible Season 1 
(On Amazon & Netflix , from 2013)

Little House on the Prairie
(Amazon Prime)

Thursdays will also be our history focus as we read through the book,

The Bible in World History by Stephen Leston. 

 

Today read pages 33-39. We've covered this already, so you should

know this very well! Look into, and watch videos (simple YouTube

searches, Amazon, etc...) on any topic that stands out to you.

 

Answer the questions at the end of the chapter and discuss as a family.

 

Encourage your children to all pick something to share with you and

the family as well! Run wild with individual interests!



D A Y  4 0  / /  W E E K  8

Catch up on any Bible reading you missed this week - if

you're caught up, re-read Psalms 17-20!

 

I know we covered a LOT this week! Take your time

moving through as needed- take today to catch up, go

over anything you need to. It's a lot of information-- but

it's IMPORTANT information! This should be a time

where we enjoy learning, move at a slower pace if need

be, pray together as a family every day before beginning. 

 

We're unlocking a lot of information-- and it all comes

together to form one big picture. Enjoy the journey!

What scripture or lesson spoke to you the most this week?

What stood out to you?

 

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________________



G A M I N G  I N  A C T I O N  / /  U N S C H O O L
Fridays are for FUN! :) We've worked hard this week so we can

catch up on any work that is left, clean prepare our home for

the weekend (and Sabbath even!), and then enjoy some play

time! 

 

Enjoy playing together as a family- pull out some board

games, play outside, learn a card game, or even play video

games together! 

Fridays are our "unschool" days-  a day for the kiddos to pick

something of interest and learn more about it. Maybe read a

book, look up information online, watch videos, practice and

observe. 

 

Whatever it is- learn about something that is interesting to

you kid(s) and be sure to let them share all about it with the

family at the end of the day. Sitting down at the dinner table

is a great time to go around and discuss these things!

 

What are some topics you are interested in pursuing?

 

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

_____________________________________


